A message from

UW System Student Leaders

September 27, 2007

Dear Members of the Conference Committee:

We write to you on behalf of more than 160,000 students currently enrolled on the 26 University
of Wisconsin campuses. As you negotiate the 2007-09 state budget bill, we ask that you consider
our concerns and make higher education a top priority.

Years of budget cuts to the UW System are compromising the quality of our education and
limiting access to college for future generations of students. What concerns us most is how the
state’s lack of support is forcing students and families to shoulder a greater share of the college
costs through higher tuition, coupled with reductions in student services. We’re paying more for
less.

Unfortunately, the Assembly version of the budget continues that trend by woefully under-
funding UW campuses, failing to even provide adequate funds needed to sustain the UW’s
current operations. These “cost-to-continue” expenses reflect the increased costs of utilities,
employee health insurance and other basic operations. The cost of maintaining current academic
programs is expected to be about $150 million, yet the Assembly budget would only provide $30
million for these ongoing expenses. That will, of course, require the university to once again pare
back services to students.

You have a difficult task in determining the state’s priorities. As students, taxpayers and voters,
we respectfully urge you to reinvest in, and not cut, our campuses. It’s time for lawmakers to
recognize that the future of students and the economic vitality of our state depend on a strong
and vibrant public university.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mike Bixby Morgan Weber
UW-Baraboo/Sauk County SGA President UW-Fond du Lac SG President
bixom3676@uwc.edu webem0620@uwc.edu

Tony Nelson Michael Van Vonderen
UW-Barron County SGA President UW-Fox Valley SGA President
nelsa7941@uwc.edu vanvm5458@uwec.edu

Ray French Michael Seleskie

UW-Eau Claire Student Body President UW-Green Bay SGA President

stusen50@uwec.edu selemj09@uwgb.edu



Frederic Ludwig
UW-La Crosse Student Association President
ludwig.fred@students.uwlax.edu

Gestina Sewell
UW-Madison ASM Chair
gtsewel@wisc.edu

Justin Nickels
UW-Manitowoc Student Senate President
nickj6375@uwc.edu

Brandon Hallstrand
UW-Marathon County SGA President
hallb9894@uwc.edu

Amanda Spink
UW-Marinette Student Senate President
spina3296@uwc.edu

Melissa Goldberg

UW-Marshfield/Wood County Student Senate
President

goldm2903@uwc.edu

Rob Grover
UW-Milwaukee SGA President
rbgrover@uwm.edu

Nathan Gribowski
UW-Oshkosh SGA President
gribon93@uwosh.edu

Anthony DuBose
UW-Parkside SGA President
dubos000@uwp.edu

Frank Moullet
UW-Platteville Student Senate President
moulletf@uwplatt.edu

Emery Wontor
UW-Richland Student Senate President
wonte5366 @uwc.edu

Derek Brandt
UW-River Falls Student Senate President
derek.brandt@uwrf.edu

Andrew Knuth
UW-Rock County SGA President
knuta4443@uwec.edu

Gable Bohn
UW-Sheboygan SG President
gable.bohn@uwc.edu

Justin Glodowski
UW-Stevens Point Student Body President
jglod170@uwsp.edu

Michael Lubke
UW-Stout Student Senate President
lubkem@uwstout.edu

Stefan Fletcher
UW-Superior Student Body President
sfletche@uwsuper.edu

Anthony Dewees
UW-Washington County SGA President
dewea5206@uwc.edu

Nick Santilli
UW-Whitewater Student Government President
santillins15@uww.edu

Omer Farooque
UW-Waukesha SGA President

Dakota Kaiser

UW-Colleges Student Governance Council
President

kaisd3498@uwc.edu

Jeffrey Allen
United Council President
allen.jeff@students.uwlax.edu

Josh Mann
United Council Vice President
mannj63668@uwc.edu

Thomas Shields
UW System Regent, Student UW-Oshkosh
shielt50@uwosh.edu

Colleene Thomas
UW System Regent, Student UW-Madison
cpthomasl@wisc.edu



