
November 5, 2008 
 
 
 
Rep.’s Name 
#-Dir, State Capitol 
Madison, WI  53703 
 
Dear Name: 
 
Congratulations on your win!!!  Welcome back to the Assembly!  I look forward to working with you on  
the issues about which I know we all care. 
 
This will be an exciting session.  We have great opportunities and great challenges ahead.  We have the  
chance to change the direction the Republican controlled Assembly has imposed and to expand opportunities  
to improve the lives of the people of Wisconsin.  It will be challenging to accomplish these goals in the  
economic climate that eight years of Republican policies in Washington have created.  But I am confident  
we can do it. 
 
I am seeking your support to be Speaker.  We will select our leadership at the November 12th caucus  
meeting.  I will be calling you to talk about why I would be our most effective leader.  But in the meantime,  
you might be interested in some of the reasons why I hope you will consider supporting my election. 
 

• Wisconsin is fortunate to have a strong leader, Jim Doyle, as our Democratic Governor.  We also  
 have a strong Majority Leader, Russ Decker, in the Senate.  The Assembly needs an equally  
 strong leader to effectively advocate and represent our positions, when there are the inevitable 
 disagreements, and negotiations among the executive and legislative branches.  We need a Speaker  
 who is articulate in floor debates and experienced in dealing with the media.  The Speaker will be  
 one of our public voices; we need that voice to be a strong and persuasive one. 

 
• My long involvement in Wisconsin politics has given me the chance to develop an exceptional  
 ability to identify, understand and apply demographic and voting trends.  I have a sense of the  
 political winds in Wisconsin.  In 2006, I told our colleagues that we could win control of the  
 Assembly.  The Assembly Democratic Leadership did not believe me and focused on a gain of  
 only one or two seats.  I provided support to many more races, including the 43rd and 49th Districts 
 after Democratic Leadership pulled staff from those districts.  We gained eight seats, and I remain 
 convinced we could have won enough districts to have captured the majority. 

 
• Historically, in the election two years after a substantial victory by one party, the party in control  
 will lose a number of legislative seats.  My skills in identifying trends and changing demographics  
 make me the best choice to recognize the electoral risks and develop a specific, targeted strategy to  
 defend our Assembly majority. 


