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The Public Trust Doctrine has helped Wisconsin protect waters and wetlands

“Common highways and forever free”- Wisconsin’s Public Trust Doctrine

By Michael Cain, DNR attorney

Article IX, Section 1 or the Wisconsin Constitution provides that “…the river Mississippi and the navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places between the same, shall be common highways and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the state as to the citizens of the United States.…” This language provides the basis for the Public Trust Doctrine in navigable water in Wisconsin.

With 2003 designated as the Year of Water in Wisconsin to celebrate the state’s remarkable water resources and address future water challenges, it’s vital to understand and consider the history of the protections that have been put in place to assure the state’s waters remain “common highways and forever free.”

The “common highways and forever free” language in the Constitution can be traced back to ancient Rome, when Emperor Justinian, in 528 AD condensed prior decrees of Emperors into a code of law that included the phrase, “By the law of nature these things are common to all mankind, the air, running water, the sea and consequently the shores of the sea.” These same concepts were incorporated into English law in the Magna Carta, in 1225, under which the sovereign -- the King -- owned the public lands, but held them in trust for the public, and that all citizens had the right to use and enjoy those public resources.

This same “doctrine of the public trust” was brought to colonies in America and incorporated into the laws of the original 13 states. As settlement continued to the west, it was declared in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 that “The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. Lawrence…shall be common highways and forever free….” This language was obviously adopted as part of the Wisconsin Constitution in 1848.

Over the 155 years Wisconsin has been a state, the state Supreme Court, the Legislature, the Department of Natural Resources, and the citizens of the state have been responsible for administering this public trust established in the Constitution. The Wisconsin Supreme Court has been very active in upholding the trust doctrine and has broadly construed it. Citizens have routinely brought violations of the Public Trust Doctrine to the court seeking remedies. 

Additionally, the Public Trust Doctrine has evolved as society’s understanding of the ecology of water and waterways and the uses made of our waters have changed over time.

In 1914, in the Husting case, which affirmed that all citizens had the right to hunt on the waters of the Rock River as they flowed though the Horicon Marsh, the state Supreme Court noted the public nature of all state waters and recognized the need to broadly construe the trust doctrine so “the people reap the full benefit of the grant secured to them.”

The court admonished that, at the time of statehood, the State of Wisconsin “became a trustee of the people charged with the faithful execution of the trust created for their benefit” and that the “wisdom of the policy which steadfastly and carefully preserved to the people the full and free use of public waters cannot be questioned, nor should it be limited by narrow constructions.”

In the 1930s, the courts noted that as people began to use waters for more recreational activities, “sailing, rowing, canoeing, bathing, fishing, hunting, and skating” are public uses that are protected under the trust doctrine. 

In the 1950s, both the Legislature and the Supreme Court noted that enjoyment of natural scenic beauty is a protected public right. In the 1960s, as the Clean Water Act was being adopted on the federal level, and as water quality problems became critically important in Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Court noted that the right to clean, unpolluted waters was an important consideration under the Public Trust Doctrine. 

The state Supreme Court also held that state officials must consider the cumulative impacts of fills and structures in waters, noting that: “A little fill here and there may seem to be nothing to become excited about. But one fill, though comparatively inconsequential, may lead to another, and another, and before long a great body of water may be eaten away until it may no longer exist.” 

In 1972, the Court noted that wetlands, which were once considered “wasteland,” now are recognized to play a “vital role in nature” and that protection of such areas is critical “not only to promote navigation but also to protect and preserve those waters for fishing, recreation and scenic beauty.” 

The Legislature has adopted regulations, which are administered by the DNR and local municipalities, to assure that the “public rights and interests” in state surface waters and wetlands are protected under the trust doctrine. The courts have recognized that those citizens who own property abutting waters have rights to use their frontage for access to the water and have the right to “reasonable use” of the water for such things as piers and boat storage. These private rights are, however, subject to the rights of the public under the public trust doctrine. 

This tension between the rights of the public and rights of private landowners often results in controversy. The Wisconsin Supreme Court has repeatedly made it clear that regulations put in place to prevent harm to these public trust waters are reasonable and necessary under the Public Trust Doctrine and do not constitute a taking of private property.

It is sobering, to look back over the 155 years of statehood at the impacts people have had on Wisconsin’s lakes, rivers, and wetlands. But the doctrine that these resources are held in public trust has greatly helped Wisconsin protect its water and wetland resources. 

During this same time we have also made great strides in understanding the ecology and interconnectedness of natural systems. We are developing new information, through research and experience, concerning how we can preserve habitat and scenic beauty while allowing development of waterbodies to occur.

There is more work to do and many challenges remain.  But the doctrine that was handed down to us through time assuring that state waters are “common highways and forever free,” will continue to reinforce our efforts to assure that 150 years from now, or 1,500 years from now, this “public trust,” remains healthy and viable for those who follow us”.
Hook-and-line lake sturgeon season opens Sept. 6

POYNETTE, Wis. -- The 2003 statewide hook-and-line lake sturgeon fishing season opens Saturday, Sept 6 and runs through Oct 15.  Anglers are allowed to harvest one legal-sized fish per season.  This year there will be a 50-inch minimum size limit. A rule change became effective in 2000 that established alternating minimum lengths of 50 and 70 inches every other year, with 50 inches in odd number years and 70 inches in even years.

“The rule is intended to reduce sturgeon harvest, yet still allow anglers the opportunity to fish for sturgeon,” says Tim Larson, Department of Natural Resources fishery biologist at Poynette. “The first two years of this alternating size limit reduced the annual average harvest by 30 percent compared to 1996 to 1999 when there was a standard 50 inch size limit.  So it achieved its purpose on the Wisconsin River and Lake Wisconsin.”

The alternate year size limit is also in effect on the Menominee River in northeastern Wisconsin.  Other waters in the State, open for hook and line sturgeon angling, retain the 50-inch minimum size limit, annually.

Hook-and-line fishing for sturgeon takes place primarily on major inland rivers, such as the Chippewa, Flambeau, and lower Wisconsin, and on Lake Wisconsin, which is an impoundment of the Wisconsin River in Sauk and Columbia counties. Hook-and-line sturgeon fishing is specifically prohibited on other river systems, such as the Upper Wisconsin (above the Wisconsin Dells dam), and portions of the Fox, Wolf, St. Croix, Namekagon, as well as the Lake Winnebago system, where a sturgeon spearing season is held during February. 

A seasonal fish refuge takes effect Sept. 6 through Oct. 15 on the Chippewa River from a point 1,000 feet below the Jim Falls Dam downstream to the County Highway Y bridge in Chippewa County. The refuge, posted with "No Fishing" signs, makes it illegal to take, disturb, catch, capture, kill or fish for any fish in a posted area. The refuge – encompassing the entire river channel from the main spillway of the Jim Falls dam downstream to county Highway Y and closing the area to all fishing -- was developed to protect adult female lake sturgeon. 

Anglers should check the current Guide to Hook and Line Fishing Regulations for waters that are specifically closed to sturgeon fishing, and for more rules intended to help protect populations of this ancient fish, which have been cruising Wisconsin waters for more than 100 million years. 

To fish for lake sturgeon anglers need a free, sturgeon angler tag, which they can obtain from any outlet that sells DNR fishing licenses.  If an angler catches a legal size fish and wishes to keep it, the angler tag needs to be immediately applied to the fish, and the fish must be taken to a registration station by 6 p.m. the next day for registration.  

Larson is again requesting that anglers who fish around the lower Wisconsin River and Lake Wisconsin area again donate the “fish guts,” which includes the sex organs, from any harvested sturgeon to allow biologists to analyze the sex of the fish.  Fisheries staff are also hoping to update information on PCBs -- polychlorinated byphenols -- in the lake sturgeon.  For this anglers are asked to provide a 1-inch wide “steak” off one side of the fish.  The steak should be immediately wrapped in tin foil and frozen. The length of the fish and location where it was caught should be indicated on the foil with a magic marker.  Sturgeon registration stations will assist anglers with both samples, Larson says.

Wisconsin River area registration stations include: Wisconsin Dells Area:  Schleef’s Bait Shop, River’s Edge Resort,  Fisherman’s Luck;  Lake Wisconsin Area: Dekorra Marina, Mi Place Bait, Lake Wisconsin  Resort, The Bridge Bait Shop, Lakeview Bait at Moon Valley;  Prairie du Sac:  Zick’s Bait and Ray’s Riverside Resort, Lower Wisconsin River: Tower Hill State Park at Spring Green and Wilson State Nursery at Boscobel.

Joe Kurz, DNR fisheries biologist for Chippewa, Clark, and Eau Claire counties, also will be soliciting the collection of gut and fin samples from anglers harvesting a sturgeon.

Steve Schlimgen, DNR conservation warden on Lake Wisconsin cautions that possession of an illegal or untagged sturgeon is a crime and may result in a fine of $3,000, a mandatory 3-year revocation of all DNR licenses and possibly up to 90 days in jail.

“The sturgeon fishery is a valuable and unique resource that we watch closely,” Schlimgen says. 

It is also illegal keep foul hooked -- hooked anywhere other than the mouth -- sturgeon  or to catch a sturgeon for someone else to tag or possess the tag of another person.  Anyone who knows of illegal or untagged sturgeon being taken is asked to call the DNR Hotline at 1-800-847-9367 (1-800-TIP-WDNR) or contact the local conservation warden or Sheriff’s Dept.  All information will be kept confidential

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: fisheries biologists Tim Larson, Poynette - (608) 635-8122 or Joe Kurz, Chippewa Falls - (715) 726-7884; and conservation wardens John Buss, Prairie du Sac - (608)544-3611, Steve Schlimgen, Poynette - (608) 635-8126, Casey Krueger, Portage - (608) 745-1782 or Mike Green, Wisconsin Dells - (608) 524-8096

Special Deer Hunt at Sandhill Wildlife Area near Babcock


BABCOCK, Wis. – Two weekend deer hunts will be conducted by special permit this year at Sandhill Wildlife Area near Babcock. 

Both hunts will be two-day events and each will be for antlerless deer.  The hunts will be on Nov. 8-9 and Nov. 15-16. The hunts are conducted by the Department of Natural Resources to reduce the deer herd within the 9,150-acre wildlife area, located about 20 miles west of Wisconsin Rapids in Wood County.

To enroll in the hunt(s), individuals must send in their name, address, customer ID number, daytime phone number and email address (if available) to Sandhill Wildlife Area.

Hunters will need to indicate whether they want to hunt Week A (Nov. 8-9), Week B (Nov. 15-16) or both weekends (Nov. 8-9 and 15-16). Each participating hunter will receive two bonus antlerless permits valid only within Sandhill for the weekend indicated on the permit. Hunters with valid permits for both weekends may be allowed to use their unfilled fist weekend permits during the second weekend hunt. 

All hunters are required to attend a one-hour clinic on Oct. 25 or 26 at the Sandhill Outdoor Skill Center located on the wildlife area. Clinic fees are $20 for adults and $10 for youths 15 and under. 

Registration will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis by either mail or walk-in (M-F 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.). No telephone or e-mail registration will be accepted. Two hundred applicants will be allowed to hunt each weekend. Only individuals with valid permits for the indicated weekend hunt will be allowed to enter during the hunts. 

Applicants for the hunt can mail their registration information and clinic payment  to:  Antlerless Hunt, Sandhill Wildlife Area, PO Box 156, Babcock, WI. 54413.  Payment for clinic fees should be made payable to Wisconsin DNR. Checks received after the Sept. 12 deadline will be returned.

Successful applicants enrolled will receive an email or letter of notification with the time and date of their assigned clinic. Once times of clinics are assigned there will be no changes will be made.  Participants will be issued their bonus permits free of charge at end of their clinic. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Sandhill Wildlife Area office, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. – (715) 884-2437

Comment period extended for St. Croix River shoreland rule revision

MADISON – The period for people to comment on proposed revisions to rules governing development along the scenic bluffs and other shoreline areas of the Lower St. Croix River has been extended until Aug. 29.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, proposed changes to Chapter NR 118 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, which establishes the state standards that local government must meet when adopting and enforcing zoning ordinances within their boundaries.  The changes pertain specifically to the Lower St. Croix River, which is designated as a National Scenic River and thus has special protections.

The proposed changes seek to better protect the unique geologic, natural and scenic features of the 52-mile riverway while increasing the flexibility for property owners to repair, maintain and, in some cases, expand homes and other structures that existed before the rules were originally set in 1973, says Al Shea, director of the DNR Bureau of Watershed Management.

“Wisconsin’s goal is to find that critical balance between protecting the natural and scenic values of the river and increasing flexibility of zoning rules to accommodate real life,” Shea says. 

Wisconsin’s proposed changes were the topic of a July 31 public hearing in Hudson.  Written comments may be submitted until Aug. 29 by sending them to Al Schea, DNR Bureau of Watershed Management, PO Box 7921, Madison, WI., 54707. 

Minnesota is still working on revising its rules. The two states are changing their development rules to make them consistent with the cooperative management plan for the Lower St. Croix that Wisconsin, Minnesota and the National Park System agreed to in 2001. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Richard Wedepohl - (608) 266-1926, Todd Ambs - (608) 264-6278 or Al Shea - (608) 267-2759

Outdoor Report as of August 12, 2003

Signs that fall is around the corner are beginning to show up across Wisconsin. Very dry conditions in southwestern Wisconsin have stressed trees causing some color to start to show up already in oaks and causing aspen and dogwoods to drop leaves.  Red-winged blackbirds are congregating in large groups as the time to migrate nears. Migrating shorebirds, including lesser yellowlegs and sandpipers have been seen on Mississippi River mud bars, and nighthawks, which are also early migratants, should begin moving through the state soon.

Most of the rest of the state received scattered showers over the last week, but in general, conditions are dry and many river levels are very low.  The lower Wisconsin River and many tributaries continue to be extremely low, making navigation difficult. One long-time Lafayette County resident reports the Pecatonica River is the lowest it has been in years.  The exception continues to be in the northeastern part of the state, where heavier rains have kept rivers levels at or above summer norms.

The changing weather patterns have slowed fishing in some areas, except for musky in the north, which seem to respond favorably to the changing conditions. Bass fishing remains good statewide.  Bass, panfish and northern pike action has been good on southern lakes. 

Anglers have been having very good luck fishing for smallmouth bass feeding in the evenings between Spring Green and Arena on the Wisconsin River. Catfish have also been biting with anglers reporting 15 pound cats being caught.

Salmon and trout fishing out on Lake Michigan has overall been good with good catches also coming from the waters of Green Bay. Fishing was particularly good out of Kewaunee County where most boats had limit or near limit catches, with chinook making up most of the bag, but fair numbers of cohos as well as rainbow and lake trout.  Action picked up a bit for nicer sized perch off Brown County’s Bay Shore Park. And smallmouth bass fishing was fairly good around the Door Peninsula this week Trollers out of southern Lake Michigan harbors continue to report good fishing for mixed bags of chinook, cohos, rainbows and lake trout.  Shore fishing around Milwaukee has picked up somewhat with both chinook and steelhead providing action.

Second bluebird broods are now fledging.

Chokecherries are ready to be harvested.  Some raspberries are still being picked in the north, but the blackberry crop is being slowed by the dry conditions. Wildflowers in bloom include Indian pipe, pearly everlastings, large leaf asters, butterfly weed, black- and brown-eyed Susans, prairie coneflowers, ox-eye daisy, wild bergamot, lesser daisy fleabane, and whorled milkweed

#   #   #

A three-minute audio version of this report can be heard by calling (608) 266‑2277.

A new report is put on the line each week. 
DNR Northern Region

Superior DNR Service Center area
Brule River State Forest - There are signs that fall is around the corner now.  The nights have been cooler lately. Indian pipe, pearly everlastings, and large leaf asters are blooming. Bluebirds’ second broods are now fledging. There are very dry conditions lately.  There have only been spotty rains and some areas have not had rain in three weeks.  The Bois Brule River is low now, flowing only 123 cubic feet per second, making fishing and canoeing difficult.

Cumberland DNR Service Center area
Chokecherries are ready to be harvested, and the blackberry crop does not look that good due to lack of rain.  Wildflowers are in bloom such as ox-eye daisy, milkweeds, goldenrod, and black-eyed Susans.  Fishing has been fair on area lakes with panfish biting well.

Interstate Park - Trails are in fair to good condition, with some washouts on steep trails due to earlier rainstorms. A portion of the beach is fenced off for safety because of erosion caused by earlier rainstorms.  The remainder of the swimming beach is open.  Water levels at the lake and on the St. Croix River are low.  Anglers are reporting fishing activity poor to fair. Roadside flowers are blooming and can be easily viewed along the park entrance road.  Black-eyed Susan, wild bergamot, tansy, st.-john's-wort and goldenrod are still blooming nicely.  Tasty raspberries and blackberries are wild edibles that can be picked legally in the park. Universe in the Park, a special presentation beginning at 8:30 p.m. will be held on Saturday, August 16, at Wisconsin Interstate Park.  The program is about the latest discoveries and puzzles about our universe combined with a hands-on stargazing session (weather permitting).  The program will be presented rain or shine at the Ice Age Center. A Sesquicentennial celebration of Polk County will be held from 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Saturday, August 23, at the Polk County Fairgrounds.

Woodruff DNR Service Center area
Area fishing guides report that overall fishing action has been spotty.  Musky and smallmouth bass strikes continue to be good.  Conservation Wardens in the Lakeland area have recently encountered a number of boating and ATV violations.  Boat owners and ATV owners alike need to brush up on the operating rules and regulations.  There have been several boating accidents and a number of ATV violations that have occurred.  Ignorance of the law is no excuse.  Many times speed and/or alcohol are contributing factors.  These two items never mix in any circumstance.  In addition, fishing licenses must be current and on your person when you are out on the lakes.  Area Conservation Wardens continue to run into problems with persons forgetting their fishing licenses or forgetting to purchase their licenses.  For those outdoor enthusiasts who like to forage for the berries, the raspberries are ripe.  If we receive adequate amounts of rain for the next few weeks, the blackberry crop should be a good one this year.  Those persons who enjoy harvesting wild rice will be pleased to know that harvest time is only a couple of weeks away.  Remember to obtain the necessary permits for harvest. Wildlife artists may be interested to know that the 2004 Pheasant Stamp Design Contest begins on Sept. 1, 2003.  Deadline for entries is October 14, 2003.  For further information please contact the Bureau of Wildlife Management at (608) 261-8458.

DNR Northeastern Region
Peshtigo DNR Service Center area
Marinette County - High water levels are keeping the fishing success at a minimum.  Green Island out in the Bay is sporting many boat anglers looking for salmon and brown trout.  The north side of the Island is showing success at depths of 55-60 feet for salmon using pink and white lures.  Menominee River shore anglers are fishing for walleye, catfish and smallmouth bass using worms, leeches and minnows.  Some boat anglers have been actively fishing the mouth of the Peshtigo River for walleye.  

Oconto County - There have been a few reports of bear dog training in the northern part of the county with little success in treeing bears.  Berry picking is at the peak in the county.  Turkey numbers are good along with numerous deer being observed in the fields.  Fishing still has not picked up well due to the changing weather patterns.  Yellow perch are not active out on the bay at this time.  Trout fishing should become more active for the Oconto River upstream as the summer progresses.
Shawano County - Shawano Lake is active with recreation users please allow users adequate space on the waters.  Fishing has been slow due to fluctuating weather patterns.  Turkey poults and young waterfowl are being observed along town roads please allow them time to cross roadways.  The Navarino Nature Center will be presenting a Audio/Visual program for bird lovers on the Hybridization of golden & blue-winged warblers by Naturalist Tim Ewing.  The program will be held Saturday, August 16, at 2 p.m. with a fee of $2 per member and $4 per individual. Hunter Safety Courses are winding down, checkout our website at www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/es/enforcement/safety/upcoming.htm.

Green Bay DNR Service Center area 

Brown County - The Fox River continues to produce mostly carp, sheep head, and a few catfish.  The walleyes are a pretty rare catch, but a few are seen at early morning and late evening by those who put in enough time or are just lucky.  A few white bass were being seen by those fishing with wolf rigs right on the bottom, but they are not hitting like they have in past years.  Otherwise anglers just looking to catch something have caught some decent sized sheephead.  Some pretty large channel cats (up to 36 inches) continue to be caught at Voyager once in a while as well. The Suamico River and Duck Creek have continued to be a little on the slow side.  The perch action still has not been substantial either on the Suamico or out on the west shore of the bay.  A few were caught by shore anglers at the boat landing, but they are very small.  The best possibilities were to head north along the west shore and find 15-20 feet and at Bayshore Park.  There have been some reports of perch action off Geano Beach in weeks past, but that has died down a bit.  Duck Creek has been very slow so far. Mostly bullhead and sheephead have been caught during the day on crawlers.  Bay Shore Park has been decent for perch action this last week.  The action has been very spotty, with anglers not able to find enough to fill a bag some days, while the very next day they could reach a limit in a few hours.  However, the average size has jumped up quite a bit.  Many coming in have been in the 9- to 11-inch range, and there has been a surprising amount of 12 to 13 inchers as well!  Anglers can expect just as many gobies or more and quite a few sheephead in between especially on the rocky reef areas.  Most of the action seems to be straight out on the flats in 20 feet, or off Schumacher Point to the northeast.  There have been some reports of slight action for walleyes along the east shore from Bayshore to Point Sable, as well as around Geano Beach.  Some 22 to 26 inchers have been caught in the evening in 10-12 feet dragging anything from plugs to crawlers.

Sturgeon Bay DNR Service Center area 

Door County - Weather conditions this week was very nice with comfortable temperatures and sunny conditions. Sunny to partly cloudy conditions persisted through out the week and daytime highs were in the upper seventies and low eighties. Winds were mostly light to moderate and varied in direction through out the week. The only time that wave conditions were a problem was when the wind was blowing strong out of the northeast.  Waves ranged from 1-3 feet, which should have allowed most anglers to get out on the water. Late Sunday evening the area did receive some light rain but that was mainly it for precipitation. Salmon and trout fishing out on Lake Michigan has overall been good with good catches also coming from the waters of Green Bay. Out of Sturgeon Bay most anglers are running out and fishing the Bank Reef and to the north toward Jacksonport. Fishing in 100 to 180 feet of water has produced the best activity on salmon with some rainbows mixed in. Trolling dodger/fly combinations down 40 to 100 feet has been working well. Green, white, pearl, silver, chrome, and blue dodger have all been working when followed by a pearl, white, green, blue or aqua fly. A wide variety of spoons have also been taking some nice fish for anglers. Anglers looking for rainbows were targeting the top 40 feet of water in 200 to 420 feet. These fish were scattered but pockets of fish could be found around the temperature breaks and scum lines. Fishing out of Bailey’s harbor, salmon were mainly biting on dodgers/fly combinations and a variety of spoons in 80 to 160 feet. Rainbows were also being found there on the surface and out in deeper water. Anglers targeting the rainbows here are using yellow, silver/orange, silver/pink, rainbow, and white colored spoons near the surface. Boats out of Rowley Bay, Gills Rock, Washington Island, Ellison Bay, and Sister Bay were also doing quite well on Salmon. Most fish were being caught on spoons but fly/dodger combinations should also work. Pro-kings, maulers, carlsons, and lil’ thumper spoons in green/silver, black/silver, white/silver, watermelon, and other colors are all working well. Fish in the northern ports were being caught early as shallow as 60 feet and later are moving into deeper water between 100 and 160 feet. Smallmouth bass fishing around the county this week was fairly good for most anglers. Nice conditions especially on the bay made bass fishing quite enjoyable too. Live bait such as nightcrawlers and leaches have been working very well for some anglers while anglers preferring to fish artificial are catching fish on tube jigs, twister tails, and spinner baits. Some anglers are also having some good success while trolling. All this activity has been in 6 to 25 feet with many of the biggest fish being caught deep. Targeting rock point or weed edges adjacent to deep water has been the most successful. Walleye anglers are also starting to find a few fish around the county. Trolling the reefs in 10 to 40 feet of water has produced the most activity when fishing spinner rigs tipped with live bait and also crankbaits. The reefs and shoals around the bay are your best places to start looking for walleyes but some fish have come from trolling the shorelines. Perch fishing remained fairly slow this week. Some perch were being caught in the Sturgeon Bay shipping canal in 10 to 22 feet of water but many of the fish currently being caught are small.  Chaudoir’s Dock has been in a little more of a slump for perch action than Bayshore during the last week.  Once in a while a boat puts in enough time and gets their limit, but most are coming up short.  There didn't seem to be any real hot spot, but just straight out from the landing near structure at 20-25 feet.  The bright side to Chaudoir’s is that there haven't been as many gobies, although some may disagree on certain days.  The hump out in front of and north of Sugar Creek has seen some slight bass action using crayfish and grub baits, but again, the action seems very spotty.  Little Sturgeon Bay has seen some pretty heavy fishing pressure.  There has been some slight perch action off Squaw Island and Henderson Point in 8-10 feet of water, but they have been extremely small, and many have been throwing them back.  For those fishing bass, you might want to try plastic tubes and crayfish baits if you are looking for the bigger ones. However, bait such as leeches and minnows have been working pretty well along the rock bars at 10-12 feet along the east shore. Getting as many bigger ones hasn't been as easy as it was early in the season, so try switching baits to see what is working that day.  Also, look to deeper water if you want to hook the big ones (14-18 inches), as those in the shallower water have been  smaller (10-14 inches).  Sawyer Harbor has been seeing a little tougher action for bass this last week.  The reliable spots continue to be both the rocky point off Cabot Point and the rocky shoreline of Pottawatomie Park.  Try tossing tubes, but also bring some live bait just in case.  You may catch some smaller ones, but if they are not active that day, you might be thankful you brought some.  If you are looking for perch, stay away from the rocky areas and try out in the flats, it seems to be the best place to avoid catching so many gobies.  Both crawlers and leeches are working for perch, but they have been so small that very few have been keeping any at all.  Be prepared to catch many gobies in your search for perch.  There has been some starting the search for walleye again, mostly prefishing for the upcoming tournaments. 

Peninsula State Park - Trail conditions are good to excellent. Rock and smallmouth bass are being caught off of Weborg Point. Four-flowered pyrola, kalm's lobelia are blooming at Weborg Point.  Late summer meadow flowers include Queen Anne's lace, butter and eggs, and chicory. Birds are quiet with fall molt and fledging.  Barred owls nested this year in Tennison Bay, as did Cooper's hawks.  An active osprey nest is located in the western area of the park.  Turkeys are becoming abundant.  Best birding place in Peninsula is Weborg Marsh.  Park at the Weborg day use lot.Eagle Tower is open after major repairs.

Kewaunee County – There were dry sunny skies, pleasant temperature, and moderate breezes this week. When the weather finally cooperated, the fishing turned hot in Kewaunee County.  Just about every boat had limit or near limit catches.  Although the fish being caught the first part of the week tended to be on the small size, by the weekend the 20-poun-plus fish were again in the boxes.  As usual the majority of the fish caught were Kings, but there were a lot of rainbows being netted.  Lakers, cohos, and even a brown made things interesting.  Like the rest of the summer the fish seemed to be all over, with most of the action coming in 60 to 180 feet of water, fishing from the surface to 70 feet down.  Aqua, green, blue, blue/green, and green/yellow flies combined with dodgers seemed to produce the most action.  Spoons in pearl/black, and purple/black caught fish.  One angler even had success using a spinner bate with a large orange blade, go figure. In the coming week, if the weather cooperates the fishing should be good.

DNR Southeast Region
Sheboygan County - In Sheboygan trollers have been catching chinooks, coho, and rainbows 30 to 60 feet down in 60 to 150 feet of water.  Green, silver, or blueberry spoons and flies and pearl j-plugs have been the most successful baits.  Shore fishing in Sheboygan has been spotty, with occasional rainbows or chinooks taken off the piers on alewives or spoons.

Ozaukee County - Trollers in Port Washington working 80 to 270 feet of water have been catching chinooks and coho, along with a few rainbows and lake trout.  Dodgers with blue and green flies or spoons in purple & black, green & white, and cracked ice fished anywhere from 40 to 110 feet down have been most effective.  Shore angling in Port Washington has been slow overall, but a few brown trout and perch have been taken on jigs, spoons, or alewives off the pier and in the harbor.

Milwaukee County - In Milwaukee, trollers have been catching mostly chinooks, with a few coho and rainbows mixed in.  Most fish have been found 30 to 80 feet down in 70 to 150 feet of water either north of the filtration plant or off the Oak Creek Power Plant.  Productive baits have been spoons in green, black & silver, purple, orange & white, green & silver, and cracked ice or silver j-plugs.  Boat anglers looking for perch have been catching limits around the breakwalls or at the boils using jigs and minnows or crab tails.  Shore fishing around Milwaukee has picked up somewhat, with occasional chinook and steelhead action on glow-in-the-dark spoons fished off McKinley pier.  Perch anglers have also had limited success jigging fatheads or crab tails in Veteran's Park and off the end of McKinley Pier.

Racine County - Trollers in Racine have been catching chinooks, coho, rainbows, and lake trout in 80 to 200 feet of water.  Flies and spoons fished from 40 to 85 feet down have been successful.  Perch fishing in Racine has slowed down again, and the only perch seen over the weekend were taken near the Pershing Park boat launch on crab tails.  Shoreline trout and salmon fishing in Racine was still slow. Inland, anglers fishing Wind Lake were catching largemouth bass, rock bass, white bass and black crappies.  In spite of heavy vegetation and some algae blooms Eagle Lake was still producing some large bass.  Be sure to check your regulations as Eagle Lake has an 18 inches minimum size limit on largemouth. Panfishing and catfishing has been good on Tichigan Lake.
Kenosha County - In Kenosha trollers working 80 to 150 feet of water have been catching coho, rainbows, and chinooks on dodgers and flies fished 30 to 60 feet down.  Shoreline fishing in Kenosha was slow over the weekend, as the Festival of Tall Ships limited access points.

Waukesha County -Early morning anglers on Silver Lake were having good luck with bass, muskie and northern pike.  On Powers Lake anglers throwing spinner baits and tube jigs were reporting nice catches of largemouth bass.  Camp and Paddock lakes were also producing bass and northern pike but panfishing has been rather slow.
Walworth County - Lauderdale Lake anglers were finding bass in bays and under piers early in the morning, later in the day suspended panfish can be found about 20 feet down.  On Geneva Lake walleye action at night was picking up, trolling crankbaits has been productive.  Suspended bluegills and pumpkinseeds were hitting jigs with waxies, leeches, and chunks of crawlers.  Anglers who were able to get baits down through the panfish, were finding rock bass, smallmouth and largemouth bass waiting.  Northern pike were taking chubs and suckers rigged on slipsinkers in 30 feet of water.  Delavan anglers were finding perch in 20 to 25 feet. 

Washington and (inland) Sheboygan counties - Walleye fishing has been fair after dark on some lakes, such as Elkhart Lake.  Walleye were holding at around 20 feet of water on structure.  Jigs with crawlers seemed to be effective.  Northern pike action has been slow on the Sheboygan River near Kiel.  Action is expected to pick up in September and October as temperatures cool.  Largemouth bass action was still good on area lakes and bluegills were occasionally hitting well at 15 to 25 feet.

DNR South Central Region
Dodgeville DNR Service Center area 

Grant County - Water levels remain low on the Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers. Caution is advised for those boating on these waters as many wing dams, rock and gravel bars have begun to appear.  Fishing is slow with a few bluegills being taken in the backwaters of Pool #10 near River of Lakes Resort.

Iowa and Sauk counties - The smallmouth bass have been feeding in the evenings heavily between Spring Green and Arena on the Wisconsin River.  Anglers have been having very good luck with spinners and artificial purple worms, especially on the downstream sides of sandbars and deeper cuts next to sandbars and shore.  The catfish have also been biting with anglers reporting 15 pound cats being caught.  Lately, the river level has been quite low due to the dry conditions statewide and navigating the river has been very challenging even for local regular river users.  Boaters are urged to use caution while on the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway to avoid sandbars, stumps and other obstructions on the riverbed.  Anglers have reported that they have been catching largemouth bass as well in the river as well, most likely due to the low water conditions in the connecting tributaries and ponds.

Lafayette County - The Pecatonica River is extremely low due to the lack of rain in Lafayette County this summer.  A long time resident of the Argyle area reports this is the lowest he has seen it in years.  One day last week, water stopped flowing over the dam in Argyle.  Rainfall to the north has since started pushing water back over again. Walleye 16 to 24 inches were being caught at Yellowstone Lake, but must be returned due to the 12 to 15 inch slot size.  The Prairie Flowers at the Yellowstone Wildlife Property are in full bloom.

Horicon DNR Service Center area 

Columbia County - Bluegills and crappies were being caught on Lake Wisconsin. Water levels are low. Some walleyes were being caught on the river with nightcrawlers upstream from I -90 bridge.
Fitchburg DNR Service Center area
Jefferson County - All river water levels in the county remain very low. Heavy rains in the upper Rock River basin over a week ago didn’t help much.  Most lakes, with the exception of Lake Koshkonong, are in good shape.  Many marshes and wetlands are very dry.  The large hatch of mosquitoes seen in late May and early June seems to be diminishing somewhat.  Although there seems to be fewer, there are enough to hampering outdoor activities. Ticks are also out. Deer and horse flies are a real pest especially in and around wooded areas.  This is also the season for those pesky hornets and wasps.  Lake flies are abundant around Lake Koshkonong. Fishing activity was spotty this week. Catfish action has been generally slow, although some are catching a few cats the Rock, Crawfish, and Bark rivers.  A lot of the catfish have been on the smaller size, however some nicer 4 to 6 pound range have been taken.  Try moving around a bit and use cut bait, stink bait, leeches, or nightcrawlers.  Lake Koshkonong has produced some nice catfish also and some nice bullheads in the shallow bays.  Walleye anglers were picking up a few fish here and there on Lake Koshkonong trolling crank baits or live bait rigs.  Some have had success wind drifting live bait rigs on the lake.  Walleye fishing on the Rock River was spotty at times.  Most walleye anglers were casting small brightly colored jigs tipped with leeches or nightcrawlers. This week a couple nice walleyes in the 25 to 28 inch range have been caught. Panfish action was spotty this week.  Lake Ripley produced some nice catches of bluegills in deeper water on small jigs tipped with waxworms, garden worms, leech, or a piece of nightcrawler.  Anglers were finding the bluegills suspended in some of the deepest parts of the lake.  The weeds on Red Cedar Lake have peaked and are a real problem with navigation and fishing. Fishing activity on Red Cedar Lake has been very light.  Blue Spring Lake produced some good panfish action, however a lot of the panfish have been on the small size.  Blue Spring Lake has been producing some nice catches of Largemouth bass.  Plastics or jig and pig have worked well. Most are under the 14-inch size limit, however some nicer bass have been caught.  Many anglers are practicing catch and release on Blue Spring Lake.  Rome Pond was very slow.  Few anglers have tried with very limited success.  The weeds are starting to cause problems there also. Largemouth bass action continues to be pretty good on Lake Ripley.  Anglers using plastics and spinner baits and even some crank baits have done well. Northern pike will be taken occasionally while fishing for bass using the same baits.

Rock County - The fishing in Rock County this past weekend was successful.  Anglers along the Rock River were catching channel catfish, using crawlers and stink-bait.  The crawlers were also attracting freshwater drum.  Bluegills and freshwater drum were also being caught at the Montery Dam on crawlers.  Channel catfish were also being caught at the Montery Dam, but were usually small.  Kiwanis Pond was keeping busy with families catching largemouth bass over the weekend.  Most were too small to keep and even the legal size bass that were being caught were getting thrown back to catch some other day.  People were having the most success on plastic worms and crawlers.
DNR West Central Region
Baldwin DNR Service Center area

St. Croix County

Willow River State Park - While fly fishing last week, a park visitor caught and released a largemouth bass over 16 inches long and four other smaller bass in under an hour. The big bass weighed 3 pounds or more. Hikers reported seeing turkeys on the trail between Willow Falls and the campground. Turkeys may be seen in most areas of the park. Anne Geraghty from the National Park Service presented a program on kayaking that was well attended. Anne described the different types of kayaks and demonstrated paddling in an open cockpit recreational kayak. Emphasis was given to trying a kayak before buying it and then taking some training on how to enjoy kayaking safely. A few brave visitors gave it a try. Willow River employee Jeff Bolte provided some answers for the white water kayaking questions. Anne also had her sea kayak along and described some trips on Lake Superior. Work continues on the stairway at Willow Falls. The job is nearing completion. Construction vehicles may be encountered on the trails to the waterfall Monday – Thursdays.

La Crosse DNR Service Center area 
The hot dry weather is taking a toll on vegetation in the sandy soils.  In some portions of La Crosse County the oaks are already showing their fall colors, the aspen and dogwoods are losing their leaves, and on the edges of the bottomland hardwood stands the nettles are wilting.  In one northern La Crosse County prairie remnant, the usually vigorous growing big bluestem is barely growing.  Red-winged blackbirds are congregating in large groups as the time to migrate nears. Nighthawks will be migrating through our area soon, likely starting within a week or so. Fall is approaching. 

Mississippi River - Bluegills are hitting on live baits presented on the river bottom in sloughs with current.  Bass action is back in the weeds and lotus beds.  Weedless lures work best.  Migrating shorebirds, including lesser yellowlegs, semipalmated, and solitary sandpipers can be seen on mudbars and in shallow vegetated areas feeding and resting.  Wood ducks are visible at dusk heading for roosting sites along the Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers.

Eau Claire DNR Service Center area
Hoffman Hills State Recreation Area - The trails are in good shape. The Prairie/Wetland Trail is especially nice as it changes weekly with various prairie forb blooms throughout the season. There is also lots of wetland wildlife around the ponds and marshes.

Red Cedar State Trail- Trail is open for biking and hiking and in good shape. This trail is part of Wisconsin’s Watchable Wildlife program due to its diverse and unique habitats. The wide variety of flora and fauna is very accessible by hiking, biking or canoeing. The major work involving the resurfacing has been completed. However crews will still be working on the shoulders, bridges and doing the final dragging and rolling. The “Caution Trail Work” signs will remain in place until the project is completed, The new surface is in good condition overall but visitors will need to be cautious as some areas are still a little soft and the shoulders still need some work. Visitors may need to walk their bikes in those areas. For information call (715) 232-1242. The annual Discover Downsville celebration will be Saturday, August 23. Visitors can enjoy a wide variety of fine food and local entertainment. Pioneer craft demonstrations, arts, buggy rides and logging history are combined with children’s games for all around family fun. Free daily passes for the Red Cedar State Trail will be given to the first 66 visitors. Co-sponsored by the Friends of Red Cedar State Trail. (Downsville is a small town about 7 miles south of Menomonie and at the midpoint of the Trail)

Chippewa River State Trail - It is open for hiking, biking and in line skating.  Lots of waterfowl and eagles have been seen on the river and in the plentiful backwaters along the trail. From Eau Claire to Caryville prairie forb blooms are changing weekly on the indigenous prairie remnants along the old railroad right of way. The 6.5 mile Pepin County extension of the Chippewa River State Trail to Durand is now open to the public. A state trail pass is required.

Wisconsin Rapids DNR Service Center area
Roche-A-Cri State Park - The prairies are blooming! Butterfly weed, brown-eyed Susans, prairie coneflowers, wild bergamot, lesser daisy fleabane, and whorled milkweed will be easily found by a short hike on our prairie trails. The mound stairway and park trails are in good condition. Stop by and enjoy!

UPCOMING EVENTS AT STATE PARKS, FORESTS, AND TRAILS

WATCHABLE WILDLIFE OPPORTUNITIES AND INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS

Check with the park or forest of your choice for additional activities and special events not listed. Most events are free of charge; park admission sticker required unless otherwise noted. Events and times subject to change.
Thursday, August 14, 2003
· Interstate State Park, St. Croix Falls, (715) 483-3747  - Nature Storytime. Ice Age Center. 10 a.m. 

· Kettle Moraine State Forest--Northern Unit, Campbellsport, (920) 533-8322 - Outdoor Adventure--Climb a Kame. Climb Dundee Mountain to gain a better understanding of how the glaciers created kames, eskers, moraines, kettles and out-wash plains. The trail is 1.5 miles long and requires hiking up and down a fairly steep hill. Ice Age Visitor Center and Dundee Mountain. 6:30-8 p.m. 

· Newport State Park, Ellison Bay, (920) 854-2500  - Europe Bay Trail Hike. 10 a.m. Shipwrecks And Lighthouses. Lot #3. 1 p.m. 

· Peninsula State Park, Fish Creek, (920) 868-3258 - Camp Meenahga Talk. Peninsula was once home to a girls camp. Come to see signs of the past.. Meet at Skyline parking lot. 10-11 a.m. Get Vascular! Learn about capillary action and how trees and plants drink. Nature Center. 1-2 p.m. Magnetic Creatures. Learn about the differences between butterflies and moths. Nature Center. 4-5 p.m. 

Friday, August 15, 2003
· Kettle Moraine State Forest--Northern Unit, Campbellsport, (920) 533-8322 - Nature Storytime--Water Fun! For 3- to 6-year-olds with accompanying adults. Ice Age Visitor Center. 9:30-10:30 a.m. Step Into the Night Hike. Explore the world of the crepuscular (active at dusk and dawn) and nocturnal (active at night) animals. Long Lake Recreation Area Picnic Shelter. 8-9:30 p.m. 

· Newport State Park, Ellison Bay, (920) 854-2500  - Butterflies Are Everywhere. Find the eggs and caterpillars of these insects and hike to see the beautiful adult butterflies. Meet at the Nature Center/Office. 10 a.m. Rocks of the Earth's Crust. Join Dr. Al Schneider, retired geology professor emeritus, as he demonstrates with slides the rocks and formations that make up our earth. Meet at the Nature Center/Office and continue the study in the field. 7:30 p.m. 

· Peninsula State Park, Fish Creek, (920) 868-3258 - Soil Witch. Create earthworm art and sample a soil stew. $1 donation for dirt samples, please, and craft supplies. Also meet the Water Witch, Ms. Bailee Krull. Nature Center. 10-11 a.m. Night Hike. Easy one-mile hike, no flashlights please. Learn how to trust your senses. Meet at the Nature Center. 8-9 p.m. 

· Whitefish Dunes State Park, Sturgeon Bay, (920) 823-2400  - Finding Fossils. Explore the rocky edge for tales from long ago. What do the fossils tell us? Meet at the Amphitheater. 10 a.m. Big Red Tent: Endangered and Threatened Species. Programs begin on the half-hour and involve a craft and educational activity. Big Red Tent. 1-3 p.m. Your Park Is a Fortress. Learn the tactics behind habitat preservation and conversation. Big Red Tent. 2 p.m. 

· Willow River State Park, Hudson, (715) 386-5931 - Universe in the Park. Prof. Eric Wilcots will present an astronomy program. Nature Center. 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, August 16, 2003
· Big Bay State Park, Bayfield, (715) 747-6425 - Sand Castle Day. Bring your sand buckets, shovels, tin cans, sculpting tools. Prizes will be awarded to best-looking sand castle designs. On the Beach, near Barrier Beach Picnic Area. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

· Buckhorn State Park, Necedah, (608) 565-2789 - Wolves, Foxes, Coyotes and Dogs. Learn about the similarities and differences between these canine animals. South shelter. 10 a.m. 

· Hartman Creek State Park, Waupaca, (715) 258-2372 - Creek Wading. Explore the creek beyond the dam and discover what creatures make it their home. Wading will be required! Allen Lake Dam. 10-11:15 a.m. 

· Havenwoods State Forest, Milwaukee, (414) 527-0232  - Prairie Life: One Wild Saturday Morning Drop-in. Drop in and print your own prairie T-shirt (bring your own T-shirt), learn what lives on a prairie. Havenwoods Environmental Awareness Center, 9 - noon. 

· High Cliff State Park, Sherwood, (920) 989-1106  - Full Moon Star Party. Make and take a glowing star necklace. Hear folklore of stars and constellations by moon glow. Program begins at Pines Shelter or Beach House--check on the day of event for location. 7:45-8:45 p.m. Astronomy in the Park. View the moon and stars as you have never seen them before. Astronomers will not be here if there is cloud cover. Please call the park office if in doubt. Pines Shelter. Dusk - 10:30 p.m. Park closes at 11 p.m. 

· Kettle Moraine State Forest--Northern Unit, Campbellsport, (920) 533-8322 - Family Program: Ice Age at the Beach. Discover how the glaciers created kames, eskers, kettles and moraines. This program is best for families with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years. Mauthe Lake Beach. 9:30-11 a.m. Drop in at the Beach--Nature Printing . Using objects from nature, print lovely designs on T shirts, bandannas or note cards. Bring a T shirt or bandanna or buy one that day. Adults are encouraged to participate with their children. Long Lake South Beach. 1-4 p.m. Bringing Back the Whooping Cranes. Whooping cranes are one of the most endangered cranes in the world. The forest naturalist will explain how and why whooping cranes are being reintroduced to Wisconsin. Ice Age Visitor Center. 7-8:30 p.m. 

· Kohler-Andrae State Park, Sheboygan, (920) 451-4080 - Animals: Folklore and Fact. Geared for children ages 6-12, but adults will find the program educational and entertaining as well. Sanderling Nature Center. 1 and 2:30 p.m. 

· Mill Bluff State Park, Ontario, (608) 427-6692 - What Is the Difference Between Rangers and Wardens? Shelter. 6:30 p.m. 

· Mirror Lake State Park, Baraboo, (608) 254-2333 - Wolves in Wisconsin. Slide show and discussion on the biological, behavioral and historical life of the wolf in Wisconsin. Amphitheater. 8 p.m. 

· Newport State Park, Ellison Bay, (920) 854-2500  - Rocks and Wisconsin Geology. Join Dr. Al Schneider for a look at the rocks and geology of Door County and learn about the history of the formation of the Door Peninsula. Meet at the Lot #3. 10 a.m. Flower Watching. Observe seed pods, find fruiting bodies and leaf forms of the flowers as they complete their life cycle. Meet at Lot 31 (Nature Center if raining). 1 p.m. 

· Rib Mountain State Park, Wausau, (715) 842-2522 - Timber Wolves of Wisconsin. DuWayne Herring will speak. Sponsored by Friends of Rib Mountain State Park. Shelter. 7:30 p.m. 

· Roche-A-Cri State Park, Friendship, (608) 565-2789 - Wolves, Foxes, Coyotes and Dogs. Learn about the similarities and differences between these canine animals. Check out furs and tracks and make track prints to take home! Meet naturalist Chris Lilek at the stairway/kiosk. 2 p.m. 

· Whitefish Dunes State Park, Sturgeon Bay, (920) 823-2400  - Sand Sculpture Contest. Bring friends and family to help make sand creations on the beach. Prizes for everyone with grand prizes in three categories. You must be present to win. Beach. Registration 12:30-2 p.m., judging 2 p.m., awards 3 p.m. 

· Wildcat Mountain State Park, Ontario, (608) 337-4775 - Celebrate Smokey Bear's Birthday. Games, s'mores, and campfire safety too! Nature Center. 6:30 p.m. 

· Willow River State Park, Hudson, (715) 386-5931 - Kids' Fishing Contest. Grouped by age, the kids fish during a 45-minute time slot for each group. Those age 6 years and under start fishing at 9 a.m., 7- to 9-year-olds at 10 a.m., and 10- to 12-year-olds at 11 a.m. Entry fee $1 per angler. Between the dam and the beach. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday, August 17, 2003
· Kettle Moraine State Forest--Northern Unit, Campbellsport, (920) 533-8322 - Nature Printing Drop in at the Beach. Print designs on T shirts, bandannas or note cards. Bring a T-shirt or bandanna or buy one that day. Everyone is invited to drop in for a few minutes or more than an hour for some nature fun. Adults are encouraged to participate with their children. Mauthe Lake Beach. Noon - 3 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 19, 2003
· Big Bay State Park, Bayfield, (715) 747-6425 - Naturalist Program: Native American Lore. Barrier Beach Picnic Area Fire Ring. 7 p.m. 

· Havenwoods State Forest, Milwaukee, (414) 527-0232  - Who's Awake at Night? : Preschool Storytime & Junior Ranger Program. These programs are for preschoolers, ages 3 - 5, and their parents, grandparents, or other adult. Havenwoods Environmental Awareness Center, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

· Whitefish Dunes State Park, Sturgeon Bay, (920) 823-2400  - Finding the Black Trail. Compass work and trail blazing. (2 mile hike) Meet at the Amphitheater. 9 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 20, 2003
· Whitefish Dunes State Park, Sturgeon Bay, (920) 823-2400  - Great Lake Stories. Listen to ghost tales of lost ships, terrible storms and sea monsters. Meet at the amphitheater for these spine chilling tales. Amphitheater. 10 a.m. Barefoot Trek. Enjoy the sandy shoreline with your feet while learning about the history of the dunes. Bring water for this hike. Meet at the Amphitheater. 1:30 p.m. 

OUTDOORS CALENDAR

August 31 - Bear dog training by pursuing bear closes.  It is illegal to train dogs from April 15 through July 31 on DNR lands, unless dogs are on a leash no longer than 8 feet, except for Class 1 field trail grounds or for bear dog training on DNR lands other than state parks after July 1.

September 1

· Mourning dove hunting season opens through Oct. 30.

· Wild ginseng season opens; through Nov. 1.

September 6 - Hook-and-line lake sturgeon season opens on designated waters through Oct. 15.  See current Guide to Wisconsin Hook and Line Fishing Regulations.

September 8 - Over the counter bonus antlerless deer tag sales begin.
September 2-15 - Early September Canada goose hunting season open in designated areas.  The season will be closed over the three-day Labor Day weekend.  The season is open to all hunters who possess an Early September Canada Goose Hunting Permit.  Hunters can purchase their permit for $3 from DNR offices and many license vendors through the last day of the season. 

September 3 through October 7 - Black bear hunting open.  See current Wisconsin Bear Hunting Regulations for specific season dates and zones.  Hunting with aid of dogs opens first this year.

September 10 - Application deadline for bobcat, fisher and otter permits.

September 13 

· Early archery deer season opens statewide through Nov. 20 (late season runs Dec. 1 - Jan. 3; see current regulations for special zones).  

· Ruffed grouse season opens in the Northern Zone through Dec. 31 and Western Zone through Jan. 31.  (Eastern zone opens Oct. 18 - Dec. 10)

· Cottontail rabbit season opens in the northern zone, runs through Feb. 28.  

· Gray and fox squirrel season opens, runs through Jan. 31.  

· Fall crow season opens, runs through Nov. 20.

September 15 - Early September Canada goose hunting season closes.
DNR Meetings and Hearings Calendar
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable accommodations, including the provision of informational material in an alternative format, will be provided for qualified individuals with disabilities upon request.  Please call the contact person listed for the meeting or hearing with specific information on your request at least 10 days before the date of the scheduled hearing.

MEETINGS

August 12 - The Conservation Congress district meetings will be held during the month of August. For more information, contact Al Phelan at (608) 266-0580.Times and locations for the remaining meetings are:

District 6 - 7 p.m., Pittsville Community Center, Pittsville

District 2  - 7 p.m., (Dinner at 6:30) – Rolling Oaks Golf & Supper Club, 440 W. Division St., Barron

District 11 – 7 p.m. at SE District Headquarters, 2300 MLK Drive, Milwaukee
District 12 – 7 p.m. at SE District Headquarters, 2300 MLK Dr. Milwaukee

August 12 - An informational meeting will be held from 6:30 until 8 p.m. at the Appleton Public Library, 225 N. Oneida St., (lower level) to discuss the cleanup of the WE Energies manufactured gas plant on the Fox River in Appleton.  The plant site cleanup will remove coal tar, volatile organic compounds (VOCs), metals and other contaminants from the soil by using a thermal treatment process.  Approximately 25,500 tons of contaminated soil will be removed and treated; then the clean soil will be returned to the site, graded, and the site will be restored. The meeting is being held jointly by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the Department of Health and Family Services (DHFS) and the City of Appleton Health Department.   Experts will be on hand to discuss the project and to answer questions from anyone interested in the cleanup activity or with health-related questions. For information contact Jennifer Tobias at  (920) 424-7887.

August 12 – Open Burning and Backyard Dumping Steering Group, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Conference Room, DNR Administrative Service building at 2421 Darwin Rd., Madison.  This group includes 7 public members representing involved statewide associations as well as 7 representatives of DNR programs.  Purpose of the meeting is stakeholder involvement in efforts to eliminate open burning and backyard dumping of wastes.  For more information, contact John Melby at (608) 264-8884 or Kevin Kessler at (608) 266-5207.

August 12-13 – State Natural Resources Board will Tuesday, August 12, at approximately 11:30 a.m. at Barkers Island, 300 Marina Drive, Superior, and will depart from Barkers Island at 12:30 p.m. on the L. L. Smith for a boat tour of Superior Bay and the St. Louis River, with a drive by tour of Newton Creek Remediation and Murphy Oil Refinery.  At approximately 4:15 p.m. the Board will arrive at Billings Park, at the west end of North 21st Street, Superior, Wisconsin, for a picnic.  The Board will return to Barkers Island at approximately 7:30 p.m. The board will convene at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, August 13, at Barkers Island, Superior, regarding matters concerning natural resource issues or Department of Natural Resources program responsibilities or operations specified in the Wisconsin Statutes. People who wish to appear to speak to the board during the citizen participation period must register to appear by calling (608) 267-7420 by 4 p.m. the Friday prior to board meetings.  For information, contact Linda Jahns (608) 267-7420.

August 13 – The Implementation Oversight Committee (IOC) of the Karner Blue Butterfly Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) will meet from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Nature Conservancy offices located at 633 W. Main St., Madison.  For more information, contact David Lentz at (608) 261-6451.

August 13 – The Lake Michigan Commercial Fish Board (LMCFB) summer quarterly meeting at 6 p.m. at the Sturgeon Bay DNR Service Center, 110 S. Neenah Ave., Sturgeon Bay.  For more information, contact Allen Blizel at (920) 746-2866.

August 14 - The DNR Permits & Fees Committee will meet from 1 - 3 p.m. in Room 709, of the state Natural Resources Bldg. (GEF 2), 101 S. Webster St., Madison.  The general topic will be New Source Review reform. For more information please contact Steve Dunn at 608-267-0566, e-mail Steven.Dunn@dnr.state.wi.us, or see <http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/air/hot/permitsfees/>.

August 15 - The Wisconsin Groundwater Coordinating Council (GCC) will meet from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Room 027 at the state Department of Natural Resources Building (GEF 2), 101 South Webster Street in Madison.  The GCC will hear Subcommittee reports, updates on groundwater quantity issues and development of a statewide groundwater monitoring strategy, and plans for the FY05 solicitation for groundwater research proposals. The GCC will also review and give final approval to the 2003 Report to the Legislature. There will be technical presentation on the susceptibility of La Crosse municipal wells to enteric virus contamination from surface water contributions. Contact Tim Asplund (608-267-7449; tim.asplund@dnr.state.wi.us) for more information.

August 15 – Advisory Committee meeting, the Outdoor Heritage Committee of the Conservation Congress, 7 p.m. at the Best Western, Stevens Point.  For more information, contact AnnMarie Kutzke at (608) 266-2952

August 19 – Sheboygan Co. Construction Waste Resource Meeting #4 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the DNR service Center, 1155 Pilgrim Rd., Plymouth.  Agenda items include review of DNR Predemo checklist, Barn salvage requirements, One time (clean wood) burn options, Scrap lumber grinding & mulch use, Single grind in asphalt mix and Project grant possibilities.  For more information, contact Christine Lilek at (920) 892-8756, ext. 3027.

August 19 - A public meeting to view and accept comments on design options for Capital Springs Centennial State Park and Recreation Area will be held beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Lussier Family Heritage Center in Lake Farm Park, 3101 Lake Farm Road, Madison. Capital Springs Centennial State Park and Recreation Area encompasses over 3,000 acres and stretches from Lake Waubesa along Nine Springs Creek to the Nevin Fish Hatchery on Fish Hatchery Road. The Capital City State Trail traverses the property. The meeting’s focus is to give the public an opportunity to view maps of the proposed designs. A presentation will start at 7 p.m. with time for questions and comments afterwards. Participants will be able to comment on their preferences. Following a review of public comments by Dane County Parks, DNR and consultants, a draft master plan will be written. The public will be able to view and comment on the draft plans during November 2003. For more information, contact Dana White Quam, DNR Project Leader at (608) 275-3302.

August 20 – The Off-Road Vehicle Advisory Council, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Ladysmith Public Library, 418 Corbett Avenue W in Ladysmith.  Agenda items include Chair and State Trail council report, Department report, action arising from reports and Council Elections.  For more information, contact Larry Freidig at (608) 266-5897.

August 21 – Sturgeon Trail meeting, 2 to 4 p.m. at the New London Municipal building (Council Chambers), 215 N. Shawano, New London.  Purpose of the meeting is to plan the Trial Dedication event.  For more information, contact Dan Helf at (920) 492-5841.

August 22 – Advisory Committee meeting, Legislative Committee of the Conservation Congress, 7 p.m. at the Best Western, Stevens Point.  For more information, contact AnnMarie Kutzke at (608) 266-2952.

August 22 – Advisory Committee meeting, Education & Awards Committee of the Conservation Congress, 7 p.m. at the Best Western, Stevens Point.  For more information, contact AnnMarie Kutzke at (608) 266-2952.

August 26 – The Aquaculture Working Group, 9 a.m. in room 511 of the Natural Resources building at 101 S. Webster St., Madison.  The main agenda item is a discussion of the proposed revision to the statute that regulates the collection of bait from public waters by licensed bait dealers.  Another item is the proposed revision of the administrative code regulating which non native fish species can be brought into Wisconsin For more information, contact Jerry Rodenberg at (608) 266-7715.

August 26 - The DNR Shoreland Management Advisory Committee will meet from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Portage County Annex Building in Stevens Point regarding revisions to Wis. Adm. Code NR 115 (Wisconsin’s Shoreland Management Program).  This will be the seventh meeting of the advisory committee.  The agenda will focus on recommendations for potential new subchapters in NR 115 related to forestry, agriculture, urbanized waters, recreational areas and alternate forms of development.  The committee will also review recommendations in the areas of shoreland setbacks and buffers, nonconforming structures and development density.  The second step in this process, to begin once the advisory committee concludes its work, will include several listening sessions around the state to collect general comment on the advisory committee’s work. For more information, contact Toni Herkert at 608-266-0161.

August 27 – Wisconsin Waterways commission, 8:30 a.m. at the Door County Maritime Musium, Sturgeon Bay.  For more information, contact Larry Freidig at (608) 266-5897.

HEARINGS

August 12 – A public hearing on the amendment of s. NR 30.01 (1) (h), Wis. Adm. Code, relating to the boundaries of established parts of intensive forest fire control areas in the Tow of Irving, Jackson County.  The town of Irving has petitioned the Department to have part of its lands removed from the Department’s organized forest fire protection area.  Approval of this request would result in the relegation of responsibility to local authority.  If this petition is approved, the Town of Irving would become responsible for providing forest fire prevention, detection and suppression in that part of its lands removed from the organized forest fire protection area.  The responsibility for these costs would belong to the Town of Irving.  The hearing will be held at 10:30 a.m. in the Irving town Hall, N3291 Nichols Rd., Black River Falls. For more information, contact James Miller at (608) 266-0624.

August 12, 13 – Public hearings on the amendment of s. NR 140.10 table 1, Wis. Adm. Code, relating to groundwater quality standards for arsenic. The enforcement standards will be lowered from 50 to 10 micrograms per liter and the preventive action limit will be lowered from 5 to 1 micrograms per liter. In accordance with ch. 160, Stats., groundwater quality enforcement standards for substances of public health concern are established based on recommendations received from the Dept. of Health & Family services (DHFS). In January 2001, the U.S. EPA established a new federal drinking water maximum contaminant level (MCL) for arsenic of 10 micrograms per liter. In accordance with s. 160.07(4), Stats., the DHFS has recommended adoption of the federal MCL as the NR 140 enforcement standard. Because arsenic is a known carcinogen, a NR 140 preventive action limit of one microgram per liter (10 percent of the recommended 10 micrograms per liter enforcement standard) has been proposed. For more information, contact William Phelps at (608) 267-7619. The hearings will be held on:

August 12
1:30 p.m. in Conf. Room A&B, James P. Coughlin Center, 625 E. County Road. Y, Oshkosh


August 13 – 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.Video Conference participation at:


Room 139, State Office Bldg. 718 W. Clairemont Ave. Eau Claire


Room 618, State Office Bldg. 200 N. Jefferson St., Green Bay

Room 021, State Office Bldg., 101 S. Webster St., Madison


Room 153, State Office Bldg, 141 NW Barstow St., Waukesha

August 13 - A public hearing on revision to ch. NR 809, Wis. Adm. Code, relating to arsenic in public water systems.  On January 22, 2001, the U.S. EPA adopted a new drinking water standard for arsenic of 0.01 mg/1 (10 micrograms per liter), replacing the old standard of 0.050 mg/1 (50 micrograms per liter).  The date by which public water systems must comply with the new standard is January 23, 2006.  Section 281.17(8) Stats, and our primacy agreement with the U.S. EPA require the Department to adopt rules at least as stringent as federal regulations.  The proposed amendments are necessary to assure that the Department’s administrative rules are consistent with federal regulations. For more information, contact Carol Bentzler at (608) 267-2451. The hearing will be held at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. with Video conference participation at:


Room 139, State Office Bldg, 718 W. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire


Room 618, State Office Bldg., 200 N. Jefferson St., Green Bay

Room 021, State Office Bldg, 101 S. Webster St., Madison


Room 153, State Office Bldg., 141 NW Barstow St., Waukesha.

August 18 – A telephone prehearing conference on the matter of the application of Paul Mosby for a permit to place 120 feet of rock riprap to stabilize an existing bank on the Lower St. Croix River, town of Clifton, Pierce County.  The conference will take place at 11 a.m.  Any person, organization or governmental unit wishing to become a party to this proceeding must notify the Division of Hearings and Appeals, in writing prior to the telephone conference call and provide the telephone number which they can be reached on that day.  No testimony will be heard at the telephone prehearing conference, however, a date may be set for the hearing on the merits at the conference.  When the hearing is held it will be a Class 1 contested case.  For more information, contact the Division of Hearings and Appeals at (608) 266-7709.

August 18 – A public hearing on the amendment of s. NR 116.15(1)(c) Wis. Adm. Code, relating to the exclusion of costs to elevate a nonconforming building or a building with a nonconforming use from the 50 percent provisions of this paragraph.  The Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules has directed the department to promulgate rules that would exclude the costs of floodproofing buildings in floodplain areas from the 50 percent value limitation currently place on modifications, additions or repairs to legal nonconforming structures.  The hearing will be held at 1 p.m. in Room 027 of the Natural Resources building at 101 S. Webster St., Madison.  For more information, contact Gary Heinrichs at (608) 266-3093.

August 21 – A public hearing in the matter of Madison Gas & Electric Company – West Campus Cogeneration facility, 515 Walnut St., Madison, has submitted to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) permit applications including plans and specifications for the construction and operation of a cogeneration facility.  This facility is comprised of two combustion turbine generators, two heat recovery steam generators (HRSG), one steam turbine generator, one distillate fired emergency generator, one distillate fuel fired fire pump, three cooling towers and a storage tank.  This permit application is being reviewed under the prevention of significant deterioration (PSD) rule set forth in ch. NR 405, Wis. Adm. Code.  The following air pollutants were covered by the permit review under ch. NR 405, Wis. Adm. Code: particulate matter/PM10, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, sulfuric acid and volatile organic compounds.  The hearing will take place at 0 p.m. in the Natural Resources building, Room 027 at 101 S. Webster St., Madison.  For more information, contact Raj Vakharia at (608) 267-2015.

