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The Bush-Cheney environmental record

Environment2004 is dedicated to ending the radical anti-environmental agenda of the Bush administration that threatens our air, water, and the health of our children. Of over 400 Bush rollbacks of environmental protections, among the worst for our communities are these three:

1.  The Bush administration's reversal of the finding that mercury is a hazardous pollutant puts hundreds of thousands of children a year at risk for brain and nerve damage.

(
According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 1 in 6 women of childbearing age in the U.S. have levels of mercury in her blood that are unsafe for her unborn child or infant.  Women ingest mercury primarily from mercury-contaminated fish.

(
Coal-fired power plants are the single largest source of mercury pollution. Mercury, which is water soluble, enters rivers and lakes as rain or snow, and is absorbed by fish as it passes over their gills.

· Mercury exposure to fetuses can cause developmental disabilities and neurological harm, causing children to talk and walk later, suffer hearing losses or deafness, have impaired vision, and motor and mental disturbances.

(
During the Clinton administration the EPA determined that mercury should be classified as a hazardous pollutant under the Clean Air Act, thereby requiring coal-fired power plants to reduce mercury emissions by 90 percent by 2008.  The Bush administration has proposed reversing that finding, allowing seven times more mercury into our air each year, until at least 2020.

2.  The Bush administration has allowed the shifting of costs of cleaning up toxic waste sites from polluting industries to the American taxpayer and has cut the rate of cleanup in half.
(
One in four Americans lives within four miles of a Superfund site -- the name given to the most toxic sites in the nation.

(
The Superfund law requires polluting industries to pay to clean up toxic sites, and established a trust fund from fees on oil and chemical companies to pay for cleanup of sites where the polluter could not be identified. But these "polluter pays" fees have expired and the Bush administration, unlike the administrations of Presidents Reagan, George H.W. Bush and Clinton, does not support the reinstatement of these fees.

· As a result, the Superfund is now broke and the general treasury – taxpayers, instead of polluters, are now paying for toxic waste cleanup.  

· The Bush administration has slowed the rate of cleanups by half, with the pollution endangering our communities and water supplies for longer.

3.  The Bush administration has opposed efforts to protect our communities from hazardous chemicals.

· EPA has identified 123 chemical facilities, any one of which could endanger 1 million people if attacked by terrorists. An additional 700 plants around the country could each put 100,000 people at risk.

· Hazardous chemicals are widely stored around the country, such as chlorine and chlorine gas in water treatment facilities. Immediately following 9/11, Washington, D.C.’s water authority replaced its chlorine with alternative substances because of potential threats to the Capitol and White House.  Elsewhere, though, chemical companies have been allowed to continue business as usual.

· A Senate-proposed law would have required chemical facilities to evaluate whether there are safe, readily available, cost-effective alternatives to replace the most dangerous chemicals that put our communities in harm’s way.

· Unfortunately, Bush caved in to pressure from the chemical industry and allowed chemical companies to take merely voluntary steps to evaluate the safety of their facilities. 

Other environmental rollbacks among more than 400 by the Bush administration include:

The Bush administration has launched a three-pronged assault on our National Forests.
(
The administration has dismantled the Roadless Rule, which protects almost 60 million acres of America's last remaining wild, but unprotected National Forests from logging and road building.

(
It has eliminated protection for old growth-dependent species and salmon habitat in the oldest forests of the Pacific Northwest, making it much easier for logging to escalate in these ancient forests. 

(
Despite the misleading name, Bush's “Healthy Forest Initiative” severely threatens our National Forests. The Healthy Forest Restoration Act, which Bush signed last December, reduces the level of environmental analysis and public participation required for logging projects in 20 million acres of our National Forests. Furthermore, it does little to protect communities from wildfires, as it allows logging projects to continue targeting roadless areas and old growth forests.

During the Bush administration, massive and unprecedented oil and gas development is underway in public lands of the American West, endangering some of our finest landscapes.

(
Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton has withdrawn protections for millions of acres that were managed as wilderness during the Clinton administration, including over 3 million acres in the unique Red Rock Canyon country in Utah.

(
At the same time, the Interior Department has made oil and gas drilling its #1 priority for public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management across the West. The administration adopted a new policy that automatically prioritizes drilling over all other possible uses of our public lands. 

(
The result has been the selling-off of hundreds of thousands of acres of wilderness-quality public lands for oil and gas drilling in Utah, Colorado and Wyoming. 

New rules finalized by the Bush administration allow the nation's dirtiest power plants to increase emissions without installing modern pollution controls.
(
This is even though the Clean Air Act dictates that old power plants install modern controls whenever the plant makes changes that increase emissions. 

(
The new rules were deemed so harmful to public health that 14 states sued EPA. The U.S. Court of Appeals for D.C. agreed with the states and has blocked EPA from implementing the new rules, pending the court case decision. 

Bush administration policies threaten 20 million acres of isolated wetlands.

(
The administration tried to eliminate Clean Water Act protections for these lands by allowing previously illegal industrial pollution or development. 

(
While public pressure caused the administration to withdraw this proposal, the administration has not rescinded its guidelines to EPA and Army Corps of Engineers that ordered them not to protect isolated wetlands.

Information for this fact sheet is taken from Putting Polluters First: The Bush Administration's Environmental Record, a report issued by Environment2004 in May 2004 (see http://www.environment2004.org/br_home.php)

