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Statement from MMSD Executive Director Kevin Shafer Regarding Attorney General Peg Lautenschlager’s News Conference
September 17, 2004
MMSD agrees with Attorney General Lautenschlager that the best way to end Separate Sewer Overflows and Combined Sewer Overflows is for all of our communities to work together.

There is no single solution - no silver bullet - that will end pollution from overflows and stormwater.  Instead, our region relies on a variety of pollution reduction strategies to protect the health of our rivers and Lake Michigan.

In 2002, the state obtained a legally binding court order that required MMSD to complete a $900 million Overflow Reduction Plan by 2010.  That plan, which was approved by the EPA, adds 28% more storage capacity to the 405 million gallon deep tunnel system.  

MMSD is expanding treatment capacity at both of our plants.  We’re working closely with our 28 communities to reduce the amount of rainwater that leaks into the sewers.  

We’re stepping up efforts to ask citizens to take some simple steps to help protect our precious waterways, such as:

· Disconnecting downspouts from combined sewers.

· Disconnecting illegal connections to the sewer system.

· Planting trees and rain gardens to reduce stormwater runoff from homes and businesses.

· Conserving water when heavy rain is in the forecast to help reduce the risk of overflows.

Right now, our highest priority is completing the Overflow Reduction Plan.  We met with the DNR this week for our quarterly meeting to track our progress on the Overflow Reduction Plan.  I am pleased to report that the project is on schedule. and under budget.
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Regarding the two anonymous letters that allege that sampling reports are being falsified by United Water Services.  MMSD immediately investigated this serious allegation and has found no information to indicate that sample reports have been falsified by United Water.  

Although I am confident that this allegation is untrue, I am sending an email today to all MMSD staff encouraging anyone who has reliable information on records being falsified to come forward. 

Falsifying sampling records is a criminal offense.  Anyone with credible knowledge about such activities who remains silent would be just as guilty.  I have an open door policy with my employees and regularly host informal discussion sessions with them to keep the lines of communication open.  I strongly believe that if this sort of activity were happening, I would know about it.

MMSD is hosting a Regional Summit with our 28 communities to discuss our region’s continuing efforts to improve the performance of our sewer system.  That meeting will take place next week on the 23rd.    Shortly after that meeting, we will join our 28 communities in providing Attorney General Lautenschlager with detailed information on our region’s initiatives to improve water quality.
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