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Common Cause in Wisconsin: State
Senate to vote Tuesday on
dangerous, misguided legislation
that will undermine the U.S.
Constitution

Posted on Monday, Nov 6, 2017

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or

access via desktop.

CONTACT: Jay Heck
608/256-2686 (office)
608/512-9363 (cell)

Despite many other pressing state issues of great concern to Wisconsin citizens,
Republicans in the State Senate have carved out time on Tuesday, November 7th,
to vote on a measure no one is calling for except for the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC) and some other wealthy special interest groups that
bankroll the state GOP - such as Wisconsin Club for Growth and Wisconsin
Manufacturers and Commerce.

A measure to make Wisconsin the 28th state (of 34 needed) to call for an Article V
Constitutional Convention - AJR 21 - a misguided measure written for the stated
purpose of adding a balanced budget amendment to the U.S. Constitution, but
which would take us well beyond even that draconian, disastrous outcome was
added to the State Senate calendar late on Friday, without advance warning. And
no wonder. No real Wisconsin citizens are clamoring for this.

A convention like this has never been called and assembled before in our nation’s
history (since the first and only Constitutional Convention establishing the nation in
1787) and it could be a very destructive and dangerous event. A convention of this
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type could go well beyond a balanced budget measure and go on to alter or
eliminate citizen rights currently protected by the Constitution. Voting rights, civil
rights, women’s rights, an end to democracy and freedom itself. The possibilities
are endless.

The measure passed in the Assembly in June. Seven Assembly Republicans joined
all the Assembly Democrats in voting against the call for a “ConCon,” which is a
good nickname for this abomination. Public opposition played a big role in their
votes against it. Prospects for passage in the Republican-controlled State Senate
had appeared much less certain at that time. GOP Senate Majority Leader Scott
Fitzgerald (R-Juneau) had expressed grave reservations about the matter, as had
other State Senate Republicans. But Fitzgerald, without explanation, appears to
have “changed his mind” and caved into special interest pressure.

It is vitally important that you contact your State Senator today, Monday, and
demand that he or she vote against AJR 21. It is our understanding that all
Democratic State Senators currently oppose AJR 21. But your call to them is still
important, so please do not hesitate to contact them if they represent you. If you
are not sure who your State Senator is, check here.

The following Republican State Senators are particularly important to contact as
they are not co-sponsors of the ConCon resolution and/or some, including
Fitzgerald, have expressed doubts about it in the past:

Robert Cowles - State Senate District 2
Dan Feyen - State Senate District 18
Scott Fitzgerald - State Senate District 13
Devin LeMahieu - State Senate District 9
Terry Moulton - State Senate District 23
Luther Olsen - State Senate District 14
Jerry Petrowski - State Senate District 29
Roger Roth - State Senate District 19
Van Wangaard - State Senate District 21

If the measure passes in the State Senate, we lose. It does not need Gov. Scott
Walker’s approval, although not surprisingly, he strongly supports it.

Here is some background information about the measure: Jay Heck appeared on
statewide Wisconsin Public Television’s Here and Now program in June, in opposition
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to the Article V Constitutional Convention measures. He was also a guest on
Wisconsin Public Radio’s Joy Cardin program on the same subject, which you can
listen to here. For more on this, go here, here, and here.

Please act today! A few calls and messages to some of these “reluctant” Republican

State Senators could help persuade them to do the right thing and vote against AJR
21!



