A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

DC Wrap: March 3-9

Posted on Thursday, Mar 9, 2017

This is the third sample of a weekly DC Wrap product from WisPolitics.com. Let us
know your feedback: info@wispolitics.com

This week’s news

— U.S. Rep. Sean Duffy says GOP skeptics of the House health care bill will
turn around once President Trump starts weighing in heavily.

The Wausau Republican said those members will eventually “move towards where
Mr. Trump is.”

“Trump can come at you with a hammer or a tweet that can be pretty powerful with
your own constituents,” Duffy told CNBC.

No bill is perfect, he said, but opposing the proposal means keeping Obamacare in
place despite wide agreement that it's in a “death spiral.”

Duffy’s joined House Speaker Paul Ryan in pushing the American Health Care Act,
but other GOP members in the state’s congressional delegation have been
noncommittal.

Dems, meanwhile, say the Republican plan would raise costs and lead to a loss of
health care coverage.

See our overview of the state congressional delegation’s
reaction: https://www.wispolitics.com/2017/wis-congressional-republicans-not-fully-o
n-board-with-health-care-bill/

— U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin stressed the need to support American
manufacturing and “have our infrastructure built with American dollars”
as she touted her support for a “Buy America” commitment Wednesday.

“We need to do more to move our manufacturing economy forward at a stronger
pace and that means making a strong buy America commitment,” she told


http://video.cnbc.com/gallery/?video=3000599438
https://www.wispolitics.com/2017/wis-congressional-republicans-not-fully-on-board-with-health-care-bill/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2017/wis-congressional-republicans-not-fully-on-board-with-health-care-bill/
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reporters in a telephone news conference.

“l have a strong commitment to buy America policies and one of the things | was
heartened by in the last few months was Donald Trump’s commitment to buy
America and hire America, but as we’re seeing in instance after instance, there’s no
follow through,” she said.

Lawmakers, including Baldwin and fellow Dem U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, have slammed
Trump for seeming to break his promise that only steel from American steelmakers
could be used on Keystone XL Pipeline, as well as other U.S. oil pipelines.

Pocan in a news release last week blasted Trump for going back on his word about
the pipeline project, which Pocan said “will not abide” by Trump’s “own Buy
American plan.”

“If President Trump is concerned with livelihood of American workers, he should
take steps to ensure the Buy America Act is strongly and meaningfully enforced,”
he wrote. “Unfortunately, the President’s talk about ‘Buy America’ is proving to be
just another broken promise to the American people.”

— Republicans and Dems alike took to Twitter to celebrate International
Women’s Day Wednesday.

Always happy to meet and encourage future leaders. Happy International
Women'’s Day. #IWD2017 pic.twitter.com/gpTXo7bv]6

— Senator Ron Johnson (@SenRonjohnson) March 8, 2017

Let’'s celebrate #InternationalWomensDay and all who came before us to
break down barriers. Stand up, speak out, be heard. -TB #ShePersisted

— Sen. Tammy Baldwin (@SenatorBaldwin) March 8, 2017



https://pocan.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-pocan-trump-turns-his-back-on-american-workers
https://twitter.com/hashtag/IWD2017?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/gpTXo7bvJ6
https://twitter.com/SenRonJohnson/status/839546417467252737?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InternationalWomensDay?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ShePersisted?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/SenatorBaldwin/status/839515114155966464?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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In solidarity with all the women striking on this #InternationalWomensDay
Let's continue the fight for global gender equality!
pic.twitter.com/SvF8UWO5BW

— Rep. Mark Pocan (@RepMarkPocan) March 8, 2017

On #lInternationalWomensDay & every day, my staff & #IFightFor
#GenderEquality & women’s empowerment in the US & globally.
#DayWithoutAWoman pic.twitter.com/lI2NebQJIK

— Rep. Gwen Moore (@RepGwenMoore) March 8, 2017

— U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson is denouncing bomb threats to Jewish community
centers across the country.

He specifically mentioned Whitefish Bay’s Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish
Community Center, which was subject to another bomb threat Tuesday — the third
in six weeks, according to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Johnson said in a news release said the threats “are an affront to our free society,”
and that “no American should endure a threat because of his or her religious
beliefs.”

Also this week, all 100 U.S. senators wrote a letter to Attorney General Jeff Sessions,
Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly and FBI Director James Comey, requesting
that help be offered to Jewish community centers and other Jewish institutions to
counter the threats.

— Johnson_introduced a bill this week to reauthorize the agency that helps
whistleblowers in the federal government.

The bill, which he introduced with GOP Sen. Chuck Grassley and Dem Sen. Claire
McCaskill, would reauthorize the Office of Special Counsel through 2022. The three
are also looking to expand the Whistleblower Protection Act to include those who


https://twitter.com/hashtag/InternationalWomensDay?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/SvF8UWO5BW
https://twitter.com/RepMarkPocan/status/839582285305368576?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/InternationalWomensDay?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/IFightFor?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GenderEquality?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/DayWithoutAWoman?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/II2NebQJIK
https://twitter.com/RepGwenMoore/status/839535899390193666?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=press-releases&id=591F3B0B-85B6-40AB-9814-BBE40B5620E3
https://www.peters.senate.gov/download/jcc-letter
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/majority-media/senators-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-protect-whistleblowers
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refuse to obey an order that violates a rule or regulation.

Johnson said the bills will “empower whistleblowers,” including those at Veterans
Affairs “who blow the whistle on corruption and life-threatening practices that
endanger veterans.”

The Senate this week passed a Johnson resolution to roll back an Obama executive
order adding certain requirements to federal government procurement. Johnson
said the action will “reduce the regulatory burden plaguing our economy.”

— U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Green Bay, wants to add an amendment to
the Constitution setting term limits for members of Congress.

The bill from Gallagher, a freshman, would limit House members to six terms and
senators to two terms. It offers exemptions for those who took office for only part of
the term. Gallagher said in a news release it's one of the measures he’s introducing
within his first 100 days to “clean up Congress.”

Editor’s note: This item has been updated to clarify the bill doesn’t offer exemptions
for current members.

— U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, R-Menomonee Falls, wants to add the Ice
Age Trail to the National Parks Service so it can get more funding.

The trail spans much of Wisconsin but doesn’t get equal funding from the agency,
Sensenbrenner said in a news release. Co-sponsors include U.S. Reps. Glenn
Grothman, R-Glenbeulah, Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, and Gwen Moore, D-Milwaukee.

Posts of the week

https://twitter.com/JimPressOffice/status/838469052054061056

Wisconsin favorites in one place! 3-day @cheesecontest continues today
@LambeauField to crown national winners. Good luck!
pic.twitter.com/O72ppXPTuM

— Senator Ron Johnson (@SenRonjohnson) March 8, 2017



https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/majority-media/chairmen-johnson-alexander-applaud-passage-of-resolution-to-roll-back-harmful-blacklisting-regulation
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-joint-resolution/85/text
https://gallagher.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-mike-gallagher-introduces-term-limits-bill-115th-congress
http://sensenbrenner.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398146
https://twitter.com/cheesecontest?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/LambeauField?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/O72ppXPTuM
https://twitter.com/SenRonJohnson/status/839514384992993282?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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https://www.instagram.com/p/BRI_IBDINMM/?taken-by=repseanduffy

https://www.facebook.com/repronkind/photos/a.385335637954.165850.891520179
54/10154604207997955/?type=3&theater
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‘UpFront’: Johnson says Sessions right to recuse himself from Russia investigation
https://www.wispolitics.com/2017/upfront-johnson-says-sessions-right-to-recuse-him
self-from-russia-investigation/

Trump’s revised travel ban draws fire from Wisconsin Dems
https://www.wispolitics.com/2017/trumps-revised-travel-ban-draws-fire-from-wiscon
sin-dems/

Pence: Trump ‘best friend Wisconsin businesses will ever have’
https://www.wispolitics.com/2017/pence-trump-best-friend-wisconsin-businesses-wil
[l-ever-have/

House corporate tax shift leaves some Wisconsin Republicans, businesses uncertain
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2017/03/07/house-corporate-tax-shift-le
aves-some-wisconsin-republicans-businesses-uncertain/98705324/

U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner faces opposition at town hall gathering
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/u-s-rep-jim-sensenbrenner-
faces-opposition-at-town-hall/article 72bc6c94-001a-54ba-a892-ccb85bf9e02b.html

Kind takes Trump to task
http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/Front-Page/2017/03/07/lt-div-class-libPageBo
dyLinebreak-gt-Democrat-takes-Trump-to-task-lt-div-gt.html

Congressman Sensenbrenner wants to make it harder for police to seize property
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/congressman-sensenbrenner-wants-to-make-i
t-harder-for-police-to-seize-property/article/2616150

Rep. Gwen Moore meets friendly Glendale town hall crowd
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/milwaukee/2017/03/04/rep-gwen-moore-m
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eets-friendly-glendale-town-hall-crowd/98739942/

Tammy Baldwin: Republicans are ‘organizing to take people’s health care away’
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2017/feb/08/tammy-baldwin/tamm
-baldwin-republicans-are-organizing-take-peop/

Did Russian officials go in back door of Trump Tower to meet Donald Trump son-in-
law Jared Kushner? (Pocan)
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2017/mar/08/mark-pocan/russian-o
fficials-went-back-door-trump-tower-meet-/



http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/milwaukee/2017/03/04/rep-gwen-moore-meets-friendly-glendale-town-hall-crowd/98739942/
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2017/feb/08/tammy-baldwin/tammy-baldwin-republicans-are-organizing-take-peop/
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2017/feb/08/tammy-baldwin/tammy-baldwin-republicans-are-organizing-take-peop/
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2017/mar/08/mark-pocan/russian-officials-went-back-door-trump-tower-meet-/
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2017/mar/08/mark-pocan/russian-officials-went-back-door-trump-tower-meet-/

