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MADISON – Wisconsin’s unemployment rate fell to 3.1 percent in May, down from
3.2 percent in April, the Department of Workforce Development (DWD) announced
today. This is the second-lowest unemployment rate on record for Wisconsin, with
the lowest being 3.0 percent set from May – July 1999.
“We declared Wisconsin ‘Open for Business’ when we took office in 2011, and our
unemployment rate has dropped 5 whole percentage points from 8.1 percent when
we took office to 3.1 percent today, and we have the highest number of people
working in state history,” Governor Walker said. “This is great news for Wisconsin
families and workers, but we are not done yet. We will continue to pursue bold,
conservative reforms to keep Wisconsin moving forward.”
From DWD:
Place of residence data: A preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate of
3.1 percent in May 2017, down 0.1 percent from April and at its lowest rate since
October 1999. The rate remains lower than the national unemployment rate, which
was 4.3 percent in May 2017.
Additionally:
• The rate of 3.1 percent is the second-lowest rate on record for Wisconsin (the
lowest rate was 3.0 percent in May-July 1999).
• Wisconsin’s January (3.9 percent) to May (3.1 percent) unemployment rate
decline of 0.8 percentage points in 2017 is the steepest January-May decline since
1983.
• Wisconsin’s labor force participation rate increased by 0.2 percentage points to
68.8 percent, while the U.S. labor force participation rate decreased to 62.7
percent in May.
• Both total labor force and employment in Wisconsin remained at all-time highs in
May, while the number of unemployed individuals reached its lowest point since
February 2000.
Place of work data: Based on preliminary data, the state added a significant 40,400
total non-farm jobs and a significant 30,700 private-sector jobs from May 2016 to
May 2017, with April-to-May 2017 changes within the margin of error for total
nonfarm, private, manufacturing and government jobs.
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