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Madison Area Technical College is continuing a decades-old effort to churn out
workplace-ready professionals to impact the ever-changing field of biotechnology.

Also known as Madison College, MATC offers a certificate in stem cell technologies
that was created for working professionals. The 32-week nighttime program was
developed in 2011 to help people enter the fields of stem cells and regenerative
medicine. Since then, more than 70 people have graduated. But MATC initially
launched a biotech training program in 1987.

The school receives major funding from the National Science Foundation for
Academic Programs’ Advanced Technology Education program. Between ATE and
other government grants, the school has received about $4.5 million dollars over
the last 14 years to develop workforce programs.

Its stem cell program alone has netted $1.6 million, and has a placement rate in the
industry of over 90 percent, says Thomas Tubon, project director for the stem cell
program at MATC and member of the board of directors for BioForward, a state
biotech advocacy group.
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