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MADISON – With today’s possible announcement that a foreign company is looking
to locate a facility site in Wisconsin, Senator Jennifer Shilling (D-La Crosse) released
the following statement:

“While I welcome new businesses to the state, I want to ensure any state-subsidized
private sector jobs offer a living wage and safe working conditions. As we look to
expand Wisconsin’s middle class, Democrats will continue to focus on boosting
small businesses, strengthening workplace protections and encouraging more
locally-grown start-up companies.

“Communities and small businesses that could be at a competitive disadvantage
deserve full transparency when it comes to Gov. Walker’s proposed tax breaks for
Taiwanese investors. I am cautious of committing taxpayers to decades of economic
costs and liabilities.

“The bottom line is this company has a concerning track record of big
announcements with little follow through. Given the lack of details, I’m skeptical
about this announcement and we will have to see if there is a legislative appetite
for a $1 to $3 billion corporate welfare package.”

Numerous media outlets have highlighted a pattern of Foxconn’s misleading job
claims and broken promises on economic development. The Washington
Postdetailed a series of “splashy jobs announcements” from Foxconn that promised
thousands of jobs and billions in investments that never quite materialized in
Pennsylvania, Indonesia, India, Vietnam and Brazil. With declining wages across
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Wisconsin and a stagnant economy, Gov. Walker has yet to produce the 250,000
jobs he promised to create by 2015.


