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U.S. Rep. Moore: Charlottesville
white supremacist attack demands
united response
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Contact: U.S. Rep. Moore

“As we mourn for Heather Heyer and her family, we are reminded that we cannot
fight for justice alone. We are all in this together, regardless of our ethnicity or
political philosophy. Now is the time for those who have yet to feel the sting of
oppression and intolerance to unite with us in amplifying our collective voices
against those who proudly brandish the hateful symbolism embraced by the likes of
David Duke and Dylan Roof. Our coalition against hate is strong, but only when
those who experience and benefit from privilege join us can we truly be an
unstoppable force.

“White supremacy, our nation’s original sin, has always held a prominent role in the
African American experience. However, we aren’t alone in our endeavor to combat
domestic terrorism. Jews, Muslims, LGBTQ individuals, and other marginalized
groups have a long and rich history of standing shoulder to shoulder with us as part
of our shared efforts to extinguish the flames of racism and extremist views of white
nationalism. Their partnership echoes the words of Elie Wiesel who urged us to take
sides and reminded us that, ‘Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim.
Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. Sometimes we must
interfere.’

“The vile expressions of hate that occurred in Charlottesville, while surprising to
some, evoked all too familiar feelings of vulnerability and anger for my constituents
and communities of color. Such vitriol demanded nothing less than our country’s
strongest and immediate condemnation, starting with the president. But when
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initially presented with the opportunity to reject white supremacy and address the
ongoing scourge of hate aimed at intimidating and terrorizing us, we were offered
vague objections and unattributed press statements.

“In the face of days of public admonishment by leaders on both sides of the aisle,
the President of the United States finally condemned those whose actions led to the
death of Heather Heyer. Although, | am relieved that President Trump eventually
issued an explicit denouncement of these hate groups, he must understand actions
speak louder than words. If the president is sincere in his rebuke of white
supremacy, | call on him to remove those in his inner circle who embrace such
hateful ideals, starting with Steve Bannon, Stephen Miller, and Sebastian Gorka.”
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