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Milwaukee, Wisconsin – Marquette University’s vice president for research and
innovation on Tuesdaytestified before a state Senate committee in favor of a Senate
bill that would create a state innovation fund to advance economic development.

Dr. Jeanne Hossenlopp addressed the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Commerce and Local Government regarding Senate Bill 525, the
Wisconsin Workforce and Innovation Network for Success (WINS) Act.

The legislation would create a $500 million fund to support private sector industry
groups who are looking to help their member companies grow their industrial
clusters, through partnerships with educational institutions for industry-specific
research and skills training, start-up support and rapid prototyping of new products
and services.

“Making an investment in creating this innovation fund will greatly assist higher
education, in partnership with existing and emerging ventures, to continue
playing an important role in supporting economic growth,” Hossenlopp told the
committee.
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In addition, the legislation supports challenge grants, where the Wisconsin
Economic Development Corp. will make a grant available to help develop new
technological solutions to current problems. The WEDC then will seek proposals for
research and development activities aimed at producing new products and services
to solve those problems.

“The passage of this legislation will bring more coordinated collaboration between
higher education, industry and government,” Hossenlopp testified. “Marquette is
ready to play its role.”

Hossenlopp discussed four specific examples of innovation at Marquette:

The 707 Hub is the place on campus where ideas are shared, stretched,
challenged and realized. As part of Marquette’s Office of Research and
Innovation, the 707 Hub has built a culture of innovation on campus and is
designed to foster collaboration.
Marquette President Michael R. Lovell was instrumental in the creation of The
Commons, a collaboration between two dozen southeast Wisconsin colleges
and universities, the local business community and the region’s entrepreneurs.
It blends startups with corporate innovation and gives students great
experiences in product development, business models and sales.
Marquette is a key partner in research consortia such as the Mid-West Energy
Research Consortium, one of America’s leading energy, power and control
industry clusters, and the Clinical and Translational Science Institute of
Southeast Wisconsin.
One of the key areas of focus on campus is water-related research. Marquette
partners with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee on a National Science
Foundation Cooperative Research Center to focus on developing freshwater
technologies. Marquette is a member of The Water Council, with a Water
Quality Center and a Water Law and Policy Initiative located on campus.
Marquette also has dedicated space at the Global Water Center.

Please contact Joe DiGiovanni, senior communication specialist,
atjoseph.digiovanni@marquette.edu or at (414) 288-6712 to interview Hossenlopp
about Marquette’s support of the legislation.
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