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UW grad student says ‘we all can
rest easy’
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Jacob Maddox, a UW-Madison research associate in nuclear engineering, says he
and his colleagues “can all rest easy” now that the proposed tax on tuition waivers
for graduate students is no longer included in the final draft of the Republican tax
bill.

“It means a lot,” Maddox said. “It would have been really bad for grad students...
it’s almost indescribable.”

In a letter sent to students by UW-Madison Graduate School in early November,
Dean William Karpus argued the proposed change would cause a “completely
unaffordable” increase in students’ taxable income and make pursuing a graduate
school degree “much more challenging, if not impossible, for a large number of
these students.”

“In turn, this would greatly damage our nation’s scientific research enterprise,” he
wrote.

Maddox argues graduate students are underpaid already, so anything cutting their
incomes further is significant. If the proposed tax had been included, he says the
university would have needed to make some systemic changes or risk “a huge
number of people” walking away from the grad program.

“Because of how compensation is structured, the proposed tax would have been
devastating,” he said.

See more at WisBusiness.com.
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