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Backline music accelerator cohort
nearing end of program
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Early-career artists in gener8tor’s Backline music accelerator are making industry
connections and building their brands as they near the end of the program.

The 12-week course provides mentorship, travel opportunities, production
assistance and a $20,000 grant.

“When you're giving artists the tools they need to actually just create... it takes
away all those barriers. You can actually just be creative,” said Spencer Mutsch.
He’s otherwise known as Crystal Knives, a creator of electronic dance music, or
EDM.

The program has diverse artists performing and recording rap, R&B, hip-hop,
alternative and more. Some of those artists recently travelled to New York and Los
Angeles to build a network of valuable contacts, as part of Phase 2 of the program.

That followed Phase 1, when artists had about five weeks to create new work with
studio and writing help. One of the rap artists, Zed Kenzo, spent over 200 hours in
the recording studio, according to program director Enrique “Mag” Rodriguez.
(pictured here)

“I've actually been able to make more music,” Kenzo said. “It’s expensive to get
studio time, it’s expensive to pay producers, it's expensive to do the videos and all
that. So it’s been very easy for me to create my music.”
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Phase 3 of the program wraps up next week, and is focused on leveraging the new
content and industry connections to boost the young artists’ careers. In that part of
the program, artists learn about booking shows, publishing, distribution, legal and
finances.

Aside from working on their brand, network and body of work, artists also get
resources for personal development. A side program called Backline Vision connects
artists to trauma therapists, personal finance advisors, fithess coaches, and more.

See more at WisBusiness.com.
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