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RACINE, WI – Following Speaker Ryan’s announcement that he does not plan to seek
reelection in Wisconsin’s First District, the Randy Bryce for Congress campaign
released the following statement.

“Paul Ryan decided to quit today rather than face Randy Bryce and the voters,” said
campaign Communications Director Lauren Hitt. “With nearly $5 million raised to
date, a strong field program aided by organized labor, a broad coalition of support
locally and nationally, Randy Bryce is incredibly well positioned to be the next
representative for the First District. Electorates far more conservative than
Wisconsin’s First have already elected Democrats in special elections in Wisconsin
and across the country.”

WI-01 is far less conservative than many districts that have already turned blue, in
and outside of Wisconsin, this year. PA-18 went to Trump by nearly 20 points and
it’s rated by The Cook Political Report as an R+11 district. WI-01 is rated R+5 and
Trump won the district by just 10 points. Senate District 10 in Wisconsin, which
went to Trump by 17 points, also flipped blue in a special election in January of this
year.

The Bryce campaign has organized a robust, grassroots campaign. Randy has raised
$4.75 million to date, with 75 percent of those donations coming in small-dollar
increments of $200 or less. That support allowed the campaign to begin airing TV
ads in the district at the beginning of March, so voters are already becoming
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familiar with Randy’s story. The campaign is also building a strong grassroots field
program. Over 140 county captains have already been trained to serve as volunteer
leaders in their areas.

About Randy Bryce

Randy Bryce is a U.S. Army veteran, cancer survivor, and union ironworker. He was
raised in southeastern Wisconsin, and went to public schools. Randy’s father was a
police officer, and his mother worked in a doctor’s office. After graduation, Randy
enlisted in the U.S. Army, and was posted to Honduras, where he earned the Army
Achievement Medal. After returning stateside, Randy was diagnosed with cancer,
which he survived, but only after struggling through the bankruptcy that came with
the medical bills. Once in remission, Randy found his way to an apprenticeship as
an iron worker, a trade he’s now been practicing and fighting to protect from anti-
labor laws for nearly 20 years. Randy currently resides in Caledonia, WI with his son,
Ben, who attends public schools like his dad. Randy joined the race for Wisconsin’s
1st Congressional District in Summer 2017.


