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DC Wrap: Kind touts ranking as
state’s most bipartisan House
member
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Welcome to our weekly DC Wrap, where we write about Wisconsin’s congressional
delegation. Sign up here to receive the newsletter directly.

Quotes of the week

It'd be nice to modernize NAFTA ... bring it into the 21st century. But we need to be
careful that we don’t lose the market share we’ve already gained in that
agreement, especially with our dairy export market in Mexico. If we were to lose
that because the president wants to withdraw from NAFTA, (it) could destroy our
dairy industry overnight.

- U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, in an interview with the Chippewa Herald about
Trump’s trade policies.

It's way too early to be talking about 2020. It could be a completely different world
by 2020. We have a 2018 election first.

- U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Oshkosh, when asked on CNN’s “New Day” whether he’ll
support a re-election bid for Donald Trump in 2020.

Michael Best
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This week’s news

— Dem U.S. Rep. Ron Kind this week touted his recent ranking as the
state’s most bipartisan House member, noting his constituents are looking
for an “independent voice” in Congress.


https://docs.google.com/a/wispolitics.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWcgp7W0j2vpSUbaReIMNhoA--NTpy60pi-iKhxRYXb0PoMA/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://chippewa.com/news/local/congressman-kind-talks-agriculture-in-chippewa-falls-monday/article_a386e849-c805-5989-917c-756f8c1448d7.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/19/politics/ron-johnson-donald-trump-2020-cnntv/index.html
http://michaelbest.com
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Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Glenn Grothman, R-Glenbeulah, was blasted by Dem opponent
Dan Kohl for his place in the listing as the most partisan member of the chamber
from Wisconsin.

The Bipartisan Index, from the Lugar Center and Georgetown University’s McCourt
School of Public Policy, ranks all members of Congress based on how frequently a

member introduces bills that get sponsors from the opposite party, and how often
they co-sponsor legislation from the other side of the aisle.

Kind, D-La Crosse, has ranked in the top 25 of all 438 House members since the
index’s launch in 2015.

“When I'm holding listening sessions in Wisconsin or talking to folks at the YMCA
and the grocery store, | often hear about the frustrations people have with how
divided Congress is,” Kind said in a statement. “Now more than ever, people want
an independent voice that doesn’t approach issues with an ‘us and them’ mindset.”

Since Grothman took office in 2015, he’s ranked in the bottom 15 of all members of
his chamber. But the newest scores show he’s 410th, the highest, most bipartisan
ranking he’s received since heading to D.C.

Kohl’s campaign in a statement this week attributed the Glenbeulah Republican’s
placement as the result of “desperate efforts by Grothman to build his bipartisan
credibility” after Kohl got into the 6th CD race.

But spokesman Timothy Svoboda said Grothman had a long record of working
across the aisle dating back to his time in the state Legislature. That includes
teaming up with Dem U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan on a bill that would let students
refinance their federal student loans.

He also noted that on average, about one-fourth of the between 1,000 and 2,000
bills that pass the House originate from the minority party. Of the 425 Dem-
sponsored bills that have passed since Grothman was voted into Congress, he voted
for 97 percent of them, Svoboda said.


https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
http://www.thelugarcenter.org/ourwork-61.html
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The other Wisconsin House members received the following rankings: U.S. Rep. Jim
Sensenbrenner, 79th; U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher, 185th; U.S. Rep. Sean Duffy, 216th;
Pocan, 333rd; and U.S. Rep. Gwen Moore, 359th.

House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Janesville, was excluded from the ranking.

In the Senate, U.S. Sens. Ron Johnson and Tammy Baldwin were both near the
middle of the pack, ranking 51st and 54th, respectively.

— Johnson and Baldwin are on opposite sides over the appointment of
Mike Pompeo as the next secretary of state.

The nomination of Pompeo, the current CIA director, was approved by the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Monday night.

Johnson, a member of the committee, said in a statement following the committee
vote that Pompeo is “well-suited to serving as secretary of state.”

But Baldwin, D-Madison, said on Tuesday the nation needs a secretary of state that
is “committed to using American diplomatic leadership to solve problems, protect
our national security interests and advance human rights.”

See the full story at WisPolitics.com.

— Baldwin joined 46 other senators this week in calling on the Trump
administration to reconsider expanding short-term health insurance plans.

The proposal would let insurers offer short-term policies that would last around one
year and wouldn’t have to comply with regulations under the Affordable Care Act.

“If finalized, the rule could increase costs and reduce access to quality coverage for
millions of Americans, harm people with pre-existing conditions, and force premium
increases on older Americans,” the senators wrote in a letter to the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services and the Department of Health and Human Services.

But the Trump administration has previously said those plans would mean cheaper
alternatives and more choices for consumers.

See the letter.



https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/u-s-sen-johnson-praises-secretary-of-state-nominee-mike-pompeo/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/johnson-baldwin-split-over-pompeos-nomination-for-secretary-of-state/
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Comment%20Letter%20on%20Short-Term,%20Limited-Duration%20Insurance.pdf
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— Baldwin has also teamed up with Louisiana Republican U.S. Sen. Bill
Cassidy to introduce legislation to help stop the flow of illegal drugs
through international mail facilities.

It's called the Restricting Entrance and Strengthening the Requirements on Import
Controls for Trafficking (RESTRICT) lllicit Drugs Act. It seeks to clarify the roles of the
FDA and U.S. Customs and Border Protection in intercepting illegal or counterfeit
drugs and destroying them or refusing their entry, and allow the FDA to stop people
or companies convicted of an FDA-related felony from shipping products.

“The opioid epidemic is devastating families and communities throughout Wisconsin
and a key way to help prevent this is to stop more illicit drugs like fentanyl, meth
and illegal opioids from coming into this country,” said Baldwin, D-Madison. “I'm
introducing this commonsense bipartisan legislation with Senator Cassidy to
strengthen our control over the flow of illicit drugs from other countries into
America.”

— U.S. Rep. Sean Duffy has a new website.

See the site, which went live this week: https://duffy.house.gov/

— Duffy this week also called on President Trump to stand up to some
countries’ “free riding” on American pharmaceutical innovations.

Duffy, R-Wausau, wrote in a letter to the president he’s concerned with countries
like Germany, France, Japan and Australia that “consistently undermine American
companies through longstanding, impermissible practices” including price controls,
market access barriers and intellectual property theft.

“Perhaps the most effective way to prevent free riding is through trade enforcement
and strong trade disciplines in our new free trade agreements,” he wrote.

— U.S. Rep. Glenn Grothman is calling on his Twitter followers to print out
ballot signature forms for his re-election campaign.

Grothman this week tweeted from his campaign account: “Our team needs YOU!
Print out this form to help get us on the ballot. We truly appreciate your support in
our fight for Wisconsin!”

A campaign spokeswoman said the campaign sees promoting the form as “a great


https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/u-s-sen-baldwin-and-bill-cassidy-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-halt-the-flow-of-illicit-fentanyl-into-the-u-s/
https://duffy.house.gov/
https://duffy.house.gov/sites/duffy.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/18.04.24%20-%20Final%20Letter%20to%20President%20Trump%20on%20International%20Drug%20Pricing.pdf
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way to reach a different segment of the electorate.”

“Many candidates mail or email their signature sheets to their supporters,” she said.
“This allows us to get our nomination papers in front of our constituents multiple
times, on multiple platforms.”

— The International Foodservice Distributors Association has awarded
Grothman the 2018 Thomas Jefferson Award.

The honor goes to legislators whose “voting record indicates strong support of
policies that enable the U.S. foodservice distribution industry to create well-paying
jobs, grow their businesses, and contribute to their local communities,” according to
a statement from the group.

Posts of the week

I’'m working to make sure there are better protections from toxic
chemicals in cosmetic products. Thanks @KourtneyKardash and @ewg for
your advocacy and for bringing awareness to #BeautyMadeBetter
pic.twitter.com/Bofiiov]QU

— Sen. Tammy Baldwin (@SenatorBaldwin) April 24, 2018

https://www.instagram.com/p/BhOB3GNHuu6/?taken-by=senronjohnson
ICYMI

Sen. Ron Johnson talks voter ID law, tariffs and 2020 election

Sen. Ron Johnson delivers address at Maranatha

US Senate Foreign Relations Committee Votes In Favor Of Pompeo As Next
Secretary of State

Baldwin secures major investments for rural development



https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/international-foodservice-distributors-association-award-recognizes-commitment-to-policies-that-support-business-growth/
https://twitter.com/kourtneykardash?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/ewg?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/BeautyMadeBetter?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/BofiiovJQU
https://twitter.com/SenatorBaldwin/status/988856158139092993?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
http://www.wkow.com/story/38007396/2018/04/Friday/sen-ron-johnson-talks-voter-id-law-tariffs-and-2020-election
http://www.wdtimes.com/news/article_1b9cd0d2-4714-11e8-bcb4-efe2e254eb90.html
https://www.wpr.org/ron-johnson-calls-opposition-pompeo-partisan-politics
https://www.wpr.org/ron-johnson-calls-opposition-pompeo-partisan-politics
https://www.wisfarmer.com/story/news/2018/04/22/baldwin-secures-major-investments-rural-development/540776002/
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The Fight for Wisconsin Is On as Qutside Money Pours Into Senate Race

Dem Sen. Tammy Baldwin Brings Up Narcotics To Bash Ronny Jackson Then Gets
Corrected

Wisconsin U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin to vote against Mike Pompeo for secretary of
state

4/20/18 - Congressman Sean Duffy Interview, WILL Attorney Rick Esenberg
Interview, Trump Winning on North Korea Front

House Introduces Bill To Increase CFPB Guidance Transparency

Rep. Mike Gallagher: US Can’t Ease Up on North Korea

Money pouring in for Wisconsin congressional races

Roll Call: Key votes from the Wisconsin congressional delegation this week

Congressman Kind talks agriculture in Chippewa Falls Monday



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/23/us/politics/wisconsin-senate-tammy-baldwin-kevin-nicholson.html?mtrref=www.google.com&gwh=5F678BD3D5D24CDB27EBD9D6B0578BD4&gwt=pay
http://dailycaller.com/2018/04/25/tammy-baldwin-narcotics-ronny-jackson-corrected/
http://dailycaller.com/2018/04/25/tammy-baldwin-narcotics-ronny-jackson-corrected/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/24/wisconsin-u-s-sen-tammy-baldwin-vote-against-mike-pompeo-secretary-state/546420002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/24/wisconsin-u-s-sen-tammy-baldwin-vote-against-mike-pompeo-secretary-state/546420002/
http://wsau.com/podcasts/the-john-muir-show-podcast/20190/42018-congressman-sean-duffy-interview-will-attorney-rick-esenberg-interview-trump-winning-on/
http://wsau.com/podcasts/the-john-muir-show-podcast/20190/42018-congressman-sean-duffy-interview-will-attorney-rick-esenberg-interview-trump-winning-on/
https://www.pymnts.com/news/cfpb/2018/house-bill-cfpb-guidance-regulations-mortgage-lending/
https://www.newsmax.com/politics/secretary-of-state-nominee-mike-pompeo-mike-gallagher/2018/04/19/id/855552/
http://www.hngnews.com/sun_prairie_star/opinion/columns/article_da1b9e40-09c8-5c5c-875e-19a9f891d114.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/roll-call-key-votes-from-the-wisconsin-congressional-delegation-this/article_94a4b0a5-1837-5dca-ab11-9aa746348abc.html
http://chippewa.com/news/local/congressman-kind-talks-agriculture-in-chippewa-falls-monday/article_a386e849-c805-5989-917c-756f8c1448d7.html

