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DC Wrap: Wis. Dems call on Ryan to
hold net neutrality vote; Grothman
bill to establish opioid task force
clears House

Posted on Thursday, Jun 14, 2018

Welcome to our weekly DC Wrap, where we write about Wisconsin’s congressional
delegation. Sign up here to receive the newsletter directly.

Quotes of the week

We must always be clear that we are dealing with a brutal regime with a long
history of deceit. Only time will tell if North Korea is serious this time, and in the
meantime we must continue to apply maximum economic pressure.

- House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Janesville, in a statement this week commending
President Trump following his summit with North Korea leader Kim Jong Un. Still,
Ryan warned as negotiations continue, “there is only one acceptable final outcome:
complete, verifiable, irreversible denuclearization.”

The people of Wisconsin did not send me to Washington to take people’s health
care away and | will continue my fight against these relentless efforts to make
things worse for Wisconsin families

- U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Madison, in a statement after the federal Dept. of
Justice said it won’t defend the lawsuit against the Affordable Care Act brought forth
by Wisconsin and 19 other states. The federal DOJ argued the ACA’s individual
mandate is unconstitutional in its brief. The campaigns of Baldwin’s Republican
challengers knocked her in separate statements last week, with Kevin Nicholson’s
campaign saying in a Milwaukee Journal Sentinel story the ACA “needs to be
repealed and replaced with a market-based solution free of unconstitutional
mandates and market-rigging schemes.”

It worked out just fine. He and | didn’t agree on the issue of net neutrality, but we
talked for half an hour on it. | make it a point not only to go to big communities, but
also small ones.


https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/dc-wrap-kind-touts-ranking-as-states-most-bipartisan-house-member/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/speaker-ryan-statement-on-summit-with-north-korea/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/u-s-sen-baldwin-opposes-trump-administration-support-for-wisconsin-lawsuit-that-threatens-guaranteed-protections-for-people-with-pre-existing-conditions/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2018/06/09/california-sen-kamala-harris-headlines-campaign-rally-tammy-baldwin/687670002/
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- U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, R-Menomonee Falls, when asked in an interview with
Roll Call this week about the smallest crowd he faced at a town hall meeting. Just
one constituent had shown up at the Rubicon event earlier this month.
Sensenbrenner held 115 town halls last year, the most among members of
Congress.

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or

access via desktop.

This week’s news

— With the Federal Communications Commission’s repeal of net neutrality
taking effect this week, Wisconsin Dems are pressing Speaker Paul Ryan
to hold a vote that would restore the rules.

The effort comes after the Senate passed a resolution in a 52-47 vote last month to
restore the Obama-era policy that blocked internet providers from impeding access
to websites and online services or charging higher fees for the highest streaming
quality. The rules officially took effect Monday.

Dem U.S. Reps. Mark Pocan and Gwen Moore took to Twitter that day to show
support for net neutrality, touting its “overwhelming public support” and noting
they signed a discharge petition to force a vote on the House floor.

U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, also signed the petition, while none of the
Wisconsin House GOP members have supported the effort. The petition is 48 votes
short of the 218 needed to bypass the chamber’s leadership and force a vote on the
floor.

A spokesman for Ryan referred WisPolitics.com to the Energy and Commerce
Committee. A committee spokeswoman pointed to statements from ECC Chair Greg
Walden, R-Ore., and Subcommittee on Communications and Technology Chair
Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., who pushed back against the efforts to reinstate net
neutrality.

The pair said in a statement congressional Democrats are “more interested in


https://www.rollcall.com/news/hoh/king-of-town-halls-reflects-on-town-halls
https://www.rollcall.com/news/hoh/king-of-town-halls-reflects-on-town-halls
https://wispolitics.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c540e35869d1ba4ca61b4228e&id=555286f365&e=c78d92d5b2
https://wispolitics.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c540e35869d1ba4ca61b4228e&id=555286f365&e=c78d92d5b2
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
http://clerk.house.gov/115/lrc/pd/petitions/DisPet0011.xml
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news/press-release/walden-and-blackburn-on-the-fccs-restoring-internet-freedom-order/
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coming up with political slogans than legislative solutions.”

Meanwhile, Ryan praised the repeal of net neutrality when the FCC voted to repeal
the rules in December, calling the policy an “egregious government overreach” and
claiming the Trump administration’s repeal will “benefit all users of the internet.”

“Despite its unassuming name, the Obama administration’s net neutrality
regulation threatens the free and open internet that has done so much to advance
modern society,” he said in the statement.

U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin, who voted in favor of net neutrality in May, has also
called on the House to take up the effort.

“It’s time for @SpeakerRyan to let the House vote to protect a
#FreeandOpeninternet,” she wrote in a tweet this week.

The net neutrality bill went to the Senate floor last month after Dems used a
procedural move that allows Congress to revoke agency rules via a simple majority
vote instead of the 60-vote threshold typically required. All Dems, two Independents
and three Republicans backed the effort. U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Oshkosh, was
among the majority of GOP members who opposed it.

— Former Wisconsin Lt. Gov. Barbara Lawton sent a letter to Wisconsin’s
GOP congressmen denouncing their inaction against what she called moral
and ethical violations by the Trump administration.

In the letter last week, Lawton said the people of Wisconsin can no longer ignore
the GOP House members’ “deafening silence” on issues that “put our state and
nation in a constant state of tumult.”

She sent letters to U.S. Reps. Jim Sensenbrenner, Glenn Grothman, Sean Duffy and
Mike Gallagher, as well as House Speaker Paul Ryan.

The former It. guv took issue with the five for not calling for an investigation into
EPA Secretary Scott Pruitt following accusations he used his position for personal
gain. She also criticized the representatives for not questioning or protesting the
administration’s policy of separating migrant children from their families and
“housing some of the children in cages.”

“You have effectively abandoned your own moral authority along with the interests


https://twitter.com/speakerryan/status/941372079823310848?lang=en
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of your constituents,” she wrote.

None of the five congressmen’s offices returned a call and email seeking comment.

See the letter.

— U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson is calling on the Trump administration to allow
for short-term health care plans that he says would give consumers more
options.

The Oshkosh Republican joined 34 other senators in a recent letter to the heads of
the treasury, labor, and health and human services departments, where they
requested plans that would last up to a year and are renewable. Those choices, they
wrote, “would allow options for enrollees who face skyrocketing premiums or who
have an unexpected gap in coverage.”

Currently, those short-term plans can only last up to three months, under caps
established under former President Obama’s administration.

See the release.

— Wisconsin Dems are pushing for policy inclusions in the federal farm bill
as the legislation works its way through the Senate.

The bill failed to pass the House last month over a debate on immigration policy,
and is now awaiting a full vote in the Senate.

U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin asked for improvements to dairy risk management tools
to be included in the farm bill. The Madison Dem wrote in a letter to the Senate
Agriculture Committee chair that Wisconsin dairy producers face low prices and an
oversupply of milk in the market.

The changes Baldwin offered include allowing farmers to update the Margin
Protection program — which provides dairy producers with payments when dairy
margins are below the margin coverage levels the producer chooses each year —
by letting them purchase higher margin coverage levels and making coverage more
affordable.


https://www.wispolitics.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/180611LawtonLetter.pdf
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/3f828126-600b-4105-81f0-8920ceed10a9/180608-letter-to-departments-re-stld-plans.pdf
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/6/johnson-leads-effort-for-more-consumer-choice-in-health-insurance-markets
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Baldwin%20to%20Senate%20Ag%20re%20Dairy%20in%20Farm%20Bill%206%206%2018.pdf
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“Dairy farmers work hard to prepare for the ups and downs in the market, but they
have very limited options to respond to rapid price changes,” Baldwin wrote. “For
this reason, a working safety net tool is critical to ensure that market dips do not
threaten the future of these farms, which are the backbone of our rural economy.”

U.S. Rep. Ron Kind issued his own priorities for the farm bill this week. In his
Priorities Report, Kind wrote that crop insurance programs should avoid subsidizing
the production of certain crops, which he says favors large agribusiness.

“Unfortunately, the Farm Bill has often been a vehicle for advancing parochial
interests at the expense of sound policy and taxpayer dollars,” the La Crosse Dem
wrote.

Kind also touched on the issue of trade in his report, advocating for a system of
funding to help farmers expand their export markets.

“To compete with farmers around the world, we must have a robust trade agenda
that seeks to expand export opportunities,” Kind wrote. “There is no better example
of US presence around the world than our robst agricultural export market.”

The farm bill passed the Senate Agriculture Committee Wednesday, and heads to
the full Senate for a vote, which is expected before the July 4 recess, per national
media reports.

— Baldwin is backing legislation aiming to prevent the Dept. of Homeland
Security from separating children and parents at the southern border.

The bill, called the “Keep Families Together Act,” would only allow children to be
separated from their parents if the children are being trafficked or abused.

The legislation comes as the federal government has implemented a policy from AG
|eff Sessions to separate families that illegally come into the U.S.

“Tearing families apart and traumatizing children is wrong and immoral,” Baldwin
said in a statement. “This legislation restores a humane approach that respects
individuals seeking asylum in our country and ensures children and parents are not
separated at our border.”

— Baldwin is also featured in the inaugural podcast from PayPal CEO Dan


https://kind.house.gov/sites/kind.house.gov/files/Farm%20Book%202.pdf
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/rep/press/release/senate-agriculture-committee-passes-bipartisan-farm-bill
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/06/13/senate-agriculture-panel-passes-farm-bill-with-hemp-legalization.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/06/13/senate-agriculture-panel-passes-farm-bill-with-hemp-legalization.html
http://thehill.com/homenews/392104-franklin-graham-criticizes-policy-separating-families-at-border
http://thehill.com/homenews/392104-franklin-graham-criticizes-policy-separating-families-at-border
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/press-releases/keep-families-together-act
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Schulman called “Never Stand Still.”

Watch the interview.

— U.S. Rep. Glenn Grothman’s legislation to address the opioid crisis has
cleared the House.

The legislation, which would establish a federal task force with the mission of
coordinating the federal response to the opioid crisis, passed the chamber on a
409-8 vote.

All of Wisconsin’s House members voted to support it, with the exception of Speaker
Paul Ryan, who didn’t vote and rarely does in his leadership role.

Grothman, R-Glenbeulah, applauded its passage in a statement yesterday.

“One overdose is too many,” he said. “These are preventable deaths of precious
lives. | am determined to fight to put an end to the opioid crisis and believe that this
bill could be a turning point in the fight.”

The task force would help identify, evaluate and recommend best practices to
states and local agencies in their fight against opioid abuse, as well as develop
ways to better identify and prevent substance abuse in the home and around
children and minors.

See the roll call vote.

Posts of the week

https://www.instagram.com/p/BjxiRP6nNHd/?taken-by=repronkind

On top of the @uscapitol with staff touring the dome. After an 18 story
climb, the view is magnificent. pic.twitter.com/d3LYRZpPNU

— Senator Ron Johnson (@SenRonjohnson) June 11, 2018



https://www.facebook.com/DanSchulmanPayPal/videos/1569216133206483/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2018/u-s-rep-grothman-grothmans-bill-to-fight-opioid-epidemic-passes-house/
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2018/roll264.xml
https://twitter.com/uscapitol?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/d3LYRZpPNU
https://twitter.com/SenRonJohnson/status/1005972507852247040?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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California Sen. Kamala Harris headlines campaign rally for Tammy Baldwin

Tammy Baldwin, Kamala Harris encourage supporters to keep fighting in tough
election

Roll Call: Key votes from the Wisconsin congressional delegation this week

Trump agreement with North Korea divides Wisconsin Dems and GOP

Rep. Ron Kind meets with farmers ahead of bill vote

Rep. Kind unveils Farm Bill Priorities

Rep. Gallagher: less pageantry, more talk of NK’s human rights record

The King of Town Halls Reflects on Face Time

Grothman Pushing for SNAP Amendment



https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2018/06/09/california-sen-kamala-harris-headlines-campaign-rally-tammy-baldwin/687670002/
https://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/tammy-baldwin-kamala-harris-encourage-supporters-to-keep-fighting-in/article_ebc6cd6a-0454-5a47-a2fb-163a678e431c.html
https://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/tammy-baldwin-kamala-harris-encourage-supporters-to-keep-fighting-in/article_ebc6cd6a-0454-5a47-a2fb-163a678e431c.html
https://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/roll-call-key-votes-from-the-wisconsin-congressional-delegation-this/article_96fdc942-ebb8-53a5-9420-26fd2a22b942.html
https://www.cbs58.com/news/trump-agreement-with-north-korea-divides-wisconsin-dems-and-gop
https://www.news8000.com/news/rep-ron-kind-meets-with-farmers-ahead-of-bill-vote/751953421
http://www.wxow.com/story/38399555/2018/06/Monday/rep-kind-unveils-farm-bill-priorities
http://www.wbay.com/content/news/Rep-Gallagher-less-pageantry-more-talk-of-NKs-human-rights-record-485298991.html
https://www.rollcall.com/news/hoh/king-of-town-halls-reflects-on-town-halls
http://www.kfiz.com/local-news/grothman-pushing-for-snap-amendment

