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MADISON – Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
(WEDC) Secretary and CEO Mark R. Hogan and key state leaders will travel
throughout Wisconsin on Tuesday, May 1, to present more than 20 public schools
with a total of over $500,000 in grants that will enable them to start or expand local
fabrication laboratories (fab labs).
In addition to Governor Walker, Secretary Hogan, and more than 20 state
legislators, those making grant announcements throughout Wisconsin will include:

Wisconsin Department of Revenue Secretary and WEDC board member Rick
Chandler
University of Wisconsin System President Ray Cross; UW-Stout Chancellor Bob
Meyer; UW-Green Bay Chancellor Gary Miller; UW-Superior Chancellor Renee
Wachter; UW-River Falls Chancellor Dean Van Galen; UW- Marinette Campus
Administrator Cindy Bailey; and Keith Montgomery, UW-Colleges North Region
Regional Executive Officer and Dean
Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development Assistant Deputy Secretary BJ
Dernbach
WEDC Deputy Secretary Tricia Braun and WEDC Vice Presidents Barbara LaMue,
Katy Sinnott, and Vincent Rice
Wisconsin Technical College System Provost and Vice President Colleen McCabe;
Western Technical College Dean Bob Marconi
Additional details on the times and locations of the school visits will be released
Monday, April 30.
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To mark the unique statewide tour and to celebrate the vital role that fab labs play
in preparing students with the skills they need for the jobs of the 21st century,
Governor Walker has declared May 1 as “Fab Lab Day” in Wisconsin.

“Fab labs provide students with hands-on learning in science, technology,
engineering, art and math, and are a key part of the state’s wide-ranging efforts to
provide students with the skills and training they need to type of skills they will
need to compete in an ever-changing global economy,” said Governor Walker. “Fab
Lab Day will honor not only those schools receiving grants this year but also the
countless teachers, students, community members and other partners who
recognize the importance of this program and have contributed to making our fab
lab network so successful.”

WEDC will award grants to 22 school districts to assist them with equipment
purchases for instructional and educational purposes in fab labs, which are high-
tech workshops with the latest industry equipment used in a wide range of
manufacturing facilities. WEDC will provide grants of up to $25,000 to individual
school districts, or up to $50,000 to consortiums of two or more districts, for the
creation and/or expansion of fab labs. The funds may be used to purchase
equipment used for instructional and educational purposes by elementary, middle,
junior high, or high school students. Applicants must match the amount of funding
provided by WEDC.

This is the third round of funding for the Fab Labs Grants, and including the latest
grants, WEDC has awarded a total of more than $1.6 million to districts statewide.
There are now 43 districts that have received Fab Labs Grants over the last three
years.

Because of the important role that fab labs play in student training and workforce
development, Governor Walker’s 2017-19 budget directed WEDC to allocate a total
of $1 million in fab lab funding this year and next.

In this latest round, 63 public school districts applied for Fab Labs Grants, which are
being awarded through a competitive process. Applications were evaluated based
on readiness and long-range planning, curriculum, business and community
partnerships, financial need and previous awards.

For more information on the state’s fab labs, including resources for teachers, visit
wedc.org/fablabs or follow #WIFabLab on Twitter.


