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Washington, DC – Last week, Congresswoman Gwen Moore’s (WI-04) bill to
designate the US Post Office located at 2650 North Doctor Martin Luther King Drive
in Milwaukee as the “Vel R. Phillips Post Office Building” was signed into law.

Vel Phillips inspired profound activism in the City of Milwaukee. Her movement
influenced the congressional fair housing debates and led to the enactment of the
Fair Housing Act in 1968. As the first Black official elected to Milwaukee’s Common
Council and the first Black member of the Democratic National Committee, Vel was
also a prolific trailblazer.

“Vel was a soldier for civil rights. She paved the road of change and lifted up our
city’s dream for equality and prosperity for all. Today, I stand on her shoulders and
take solace knowing that her legacy of love, service, and commitment now will be
memorialized in Milwaukee,” said Congresswoman Moore. “I believe Vel would be
honored to know that her representatives in Washington worked together, across
aisles and chambers, to celebrate her legacy in our great city.”
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