A AW ANY AFFAIRS
wWISPOLITICS

Dept. of Health Services: Another
Wisconsin County added to the list
with confirmed cases of severe
bleeding linked to synthetic
cannabinoids
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The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) announced today that Racine
County now has a confirmed case of severe bleeding linked to synthetic
cannabinoids tainted with rat poison. There are now 67 confirmed cases in
Wisconsin and 16 probable cases. Other counties with confirmed cases are Dane,
Fond du Lac, Milwaukee, Outagamie, and Rock. These cases have ranged in age
from 16 to over 60 years old. To date, there has been one death in Wisconsin
associated with this outbreak.

People who have used synthetic cannabinoids and experience unexplained
bleeding, such as a nosebleed, bleeding gums, or bruising, should call 911 or go to
an emergency department right away. This product can stay in a person’s system
for months and bleeding could happen at any time, so anyone who has used
synthetic cannabinoids should see a doctor.

“The health effects from using them can be unpredictable, harmful, and even life
threatening,” said Karen McKeown, State Health Officer. “We continue to urge
people to stop using these drugs.”
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Since March, DHS has been investigating an outbreak of severe bleeding in people
who have used synthetic cannabinioids, commonly called “Fake Weed”, “K2" or
“Spice”, among other names. Through the course of the investigation, it was
discovered that the synthetic cannabinoid the patients had used contained
brodifacoum, a chemical used in rat poison. Cases have also been reported in
Florida, lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.

Synthetic cannabinoids are typically sprayed onto dried plant material and smoked,
but can also be mixed into a liquid and vaped in e-cigarettes or other vaping
devices.



