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In recent weeks, the nation’s top refining lobby has targeted Wisconsin airwaves
and opinion pages with attacks against Midwest biofuels, made from the state’s own
corn and soybeans. Their goal is to protect the indefensibly high number of oil
industry handouts that have been ravaging the rural economy. That’s because
President Trump has vowed to support American farmers during one of the worst
agricultural downturns in modern history, and refiners fear competition from a low-
carbon fuel that costs less than gasoline. For communities in Wisconsin, home to
64,793 farms and zero oil wells, it’s a fight that will make or break the rural
recovery.

In the past, oil companies could block retailers from offering higher ethanol blends.
They controlled the supply chain between fuel makers and retailers. The Renewable
Fuel Standard changed the game in 2005, setting annual targets for biofuel
blending to increase our energy independence and protect the air we breathe. More
recently, the Trump Administration updated a decades-old fuel regulation to allow
retailers the option to offer 15 percent ethanol blends (E15) all year-round.
Wisconsin retailers like Kwik Trip offer the blend at various locations, alongside
traditional options, allowing consumers to select a fuel that’s better for their cars,
their families, and their wallets.

Biofuel blends like E15 help reduce emissions, boost octane, and hold down fuel
costs. As analysts at GasBuddy noted, “The year-round approval of E15 will mean
another outlet for corn growers, and lower prices for consumers that want to fill up
with E15, which is generally offered 5 to 10 cents per gallon lower than E10
gasoline.” And the latest USDA analysis demonstrates that homegrown biofuels are
cleaner than petroleum and could offer a carbon reduction of 70 percent or more by
2022.

https://apnews.com/4baa3a446e074eeeb9cf3e60387b4f44
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/chet-thompson-when-will-enough-ethanol-be-enough/article_65018815-a4cc-56d5-9960-4e385b69a233.html
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Publications/WIAgStatistics.aspx
https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=WI
https://getbiofuel.com/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/trump-ethanol-gas-prices
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/04/02/usda-study-shows-significant-greenhouse-gas-benefits-ethanol
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In Wisconsin, the nation’s seventh largest biofuel producer, access to higher ethanol
blends also means that more motorists can support farm income and rural
manufacturing workers at the state’s nine ethanol plants. But those benefits are
now being threatened by special “hardship” exemptions granted to some of the
nation’s largest and most profitable refining companies. These Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) handouts allow oil companies to sidestep the RFS and lock
homegrown biofuels out of the marketplace.

Over the past two years, these special exemptions have quadrupled in number,
destroying demand for more than 2.6 billion gallons of biofuel — the market for
nearly a billion bushels of U.S. grain. Legally, exemptions may be granted to small
refineries facing “disproportionate economic hardship,” but EPA bureaucrats are
reportedly approving them for refineries owned by large companies like Exxon and
Chevron. We don’t even know all the recipients, because the agency has hidden the
process from public view.

For rural families, it’s hard to imagine a worse time to come under attack by
Washington bureaucrats. Farm income has been spiraling downward, exports are
down, and flooding has demolished hopes for the next harvest in many
communities. Across the heartland, 200 ethanol plants are under incredible strain.
Many have already idled production due to historically low margins, driven lower by
EPA mismanagement.

Oil companies justify the abuse by arguing that exemptions don’t impact ethanol
demand, yet consumption fell for the first time in 20 years. Meanwhile, the EPA
often ignored analysis from the Department of Energy, which found no economic
justification for many of the exemptions.

According to U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, President Trump recently told
regulators, “We have got to take care of our farmers … How in the world does
Exxon Mobil qualify as a small refiner?” That’s the same question Midwest
champions like Wisconsin’s Tammy Baldwin have been asking for months. That’s
why Growth Energy launched a new ad campaign that gives a voice to those in rural
communities who are most impacted by the EPA’s failure to follow the law. We know

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
http://www.neo.ne.gov/programs/stats/inf/122.htm
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-biofuels-exxon-mobil-exclusive/exclusive-exxon-mobil-secured-u-s-hardship-waiver-from-biofuels-laws-sources-idUSKCN1OI292
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-ethanol/u-s-ethanol-industry-nearing-breaking-point-green-plains-ceo-idUSKCN1UO0FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-ethanol-production/u-s-ethanol-plants-expected-to-cut-output-on-poor-margins-oversupply-idUSKCN1UE0D6
http://www.startribune.com/u-s-ethanol-market-sees-first-sales-decline-in-decades/507212642/
https://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL1N20U0U7
https://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL1N20U0U7
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/world-policy/article/2019/06/24/tractor-ride-ag-secretary-discusses
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/world-policy/article/2019/06/24/tractor-ride-ag-secretary-discusses
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/world-policy/article/2019/06/24/tractor-ride-ag-secretary-discusses
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2019/6/klobuchar-duckworth-lead-letter-urging-the-environmental-protection-agency-epa-to-cease-issuing-renewable-fuel-standard-rfs-hardship-waivers
https://youtu.be/e-JpVHp3J80


the president is listening, and clearly, it’s time for the White House to demand the
EPA end its corrosive policies.

— Skor is the CEO of Growth Energy, the nation’s largest association of ethanol
advocate and producers.
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