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MADISON – Today, the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin and two registered
Wisconsin voters filed a federal due process case in the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Wisconsin. The lawsuit alleges the purge would violate the Due
Process Clause of the 14th Amendment because the letters sent by the Wisconsin
Elections Commission did not provide adequate notice of what voters needed to do
to remain on the rolls, the consequences if they did not respond to the letter, and
the timeline for them to act. On Friday, a state court judge ruled that state law
requires the immediate removal of voters who were sent letters but had not
responded.

The plaintiffs are represented by Jon Sherman, Cecilia Aguilera, and Michelle Kanter
Cohen at Fair Elections Center, and Doug Poland at Rathje Woodward LLC in
Madison.

The lawsuit also claims the purge violates the Due Process Clause because the
Wisconsin Elections Commission told voters who did not move and had received the
letter in error that they could confirm their voter registration addresses by voting in
the next election, leading these voters to believe they could use and rely on this
method to stay on the rolls and vote. If the purge instead occurs immediately, it
would be an about-face from what voters were told in October 2019 because these
voters will have their registrations cancelled before they have the chance to confirm
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them. The 14th Amendment prohibits this kind of last-minute rule change without
providing voters notice and the opportunity to confirm their registration.

The full brief can be found here.

Other key legal documents filed by the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin can
be found here.
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