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Medical College of Wisconsin:
Applauds Joint Finance Committee’s
vote for a cancer research facility

Posted on Wednesday, Jun 12, 2019

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

For more information, contact:

Holly Botsford, External Relations and Engagement Manager
0: 414-955-8761, C: 414-688-7960

hbotsford@mcw.edu

Milwaukee, June 12, 2019 - The Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) thanks and
applauds the members of the state’s budget-writing committee, the Joint Finance
Committee (JFC), for their vote approving a State Building Commission grant for the
development and construction of a cancer research facility at MCW.

“We are deeply grateful for the support and partnership with the State of Wisconsin
on this exciting endeavor to transform the lives of children and adults affected by
cancer,” said John R. Raymond, Sr., M.D., president and CEO of MCW. “Creating a
dedicated facility focused on cancer research will transform the future of cancer
research in Wisconsin and beyond.”

The JFC voted on June 11th, 2019 to include a $10 million State Building
Commission grant for the facility, to be located on the MCW Milwaukee campus. The
state’s investment will help support the development, construction, and equipping
of the physical infrastructure of the project, dedicated to providing adequate
research space and high-tech facilities to expand cancer research at MCW. MCW
anticipates initially recruiting 20, and eventually up to 40-50 world-class cancer
researchers developing new discoveries in this facility.

“The MCW community could not be more excited and humbled by the JFC’s
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confidence in MCW'’s ability to create this visionary opportunity to accelerate
discovery toward cancer treatments and cures, not only in Wisconsin, but
everywhere,” said Joseph E. Kerschner, MD, MCW Dean of the School of Medicine,
Provost and Executive Vice President. “MCW has a long-standing commitment to
bringing new knowledge, and with this new hope, to patients and families affected
by cancer and takes very seriously the opportunity and responsibility to steward the
state’s investment.”

The JFC’s action on Tuesday follows on the heels of Governor Tony Evers’ original
2019-2021 Capital Budget proposal, which proposed a $15 million grant toward this
project. MCW applauds both the Governor, as well as the Legislature, for both their
trust in MCW, as well as their vision in understanding that strategic investments in
research are critical to ensuring kids and adults diagnosed with cancer have access
to the best possible treatments and care.

Before being formally enumerated in state law, this appropriation, along with the
overall biennial state budget, must now be approved by both houses of the
legislature and signed into law by Governor Evers. MCW looks forward to working
with policy-makers to continue to advance this critical project through the
remaining legislative steps of the budget process.



