
Milwaukee Mayor Barrett: Bastille
Days caps record-setting run for Hop
ridership
Posted on Tuesday, Jul 16, 2019

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

Contact:
Jodie Tabak | Communications Director
414.286.8504 | 414.286.3191 (fax)
jodie.tabak@milwaukee.gov

MILWAUKEE— Ridership of The Hop, presented by Potawatomi Hotel & Casino,
grew to record-setting levels in recent weeks as the city celebrated two of its iconic
summer festivals. Beginning with the opening of Summerfest on June 26 and
continuing through the close of Bastille Days on Sunday, The Hop saw 3,821 riders
per day during the 19-day run, a 107% increase over the pre-launch projected
ridership of 1,850 per day. Those numbers include a single-day high for the system
of 8,968 riders on Saturday, July 13, which eclipsed the previous mark of 7,798 set
back on Saturday, Nov. 3 during the Grand Hop-ening Weekend.

“The strong numbers we’re seeing are further confirmation that The Hop is
delivering on its promise of creating a more connected city and providing an easy
and efficient way for residents and visitors alike to access many of the incredible
destinations and events that make Milwaukee special,” Mayor Tom Barrett said.
“The benefits of the streetcar to the City are clear. It’s time to expand these
benefits into the neighborhoods, adding more destinations to the route and
providing even more access to our citizens to utilize this tremendous asset.”

Streetcar ridership for the month of June was 65,239 (2,175/day), continuing the
upward momentum The Hop has enjoyed throughout the spring. Ridership for the
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first 25 days of the month prior to the start of Summerfest was 2,029/day, which
still would have stood as the highest month in 2019 even without the bump from
Summerfest.

“The positive rider experiences these great summer festivals generate will bolster
our momentum and encourage more and more riders to incorporate The Hop into
their daily lives,” Barrett added.

July ridership to date (July 1-14) is at 4,149/day, with the four-day run of Bastille
Days seeing 28,453 riders come on board (7,113/day). The previous monthly high
for The Hop is December 2018, when 2,453 riders per day utilized the system.

Complete ridership data for The Hop since the system’s launch in November 2018 is
available online at https://thehopmke.com/about/#ridership.
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