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MADISON - Last week, Republicans in the Joint Finance Committee erased the
budget proposal to authorize $40 million in borrowing to help municipalities replace
lead laterals, which are the pipes that connect homes to the water mains under city
streets. Without this bonding, homeowners likely will not be able to afford replacing
lead pipes on their own, putting their families in danger of lead

poisoning. Representative Robyn Vining (D-Wauwatosa) issued the following
statement in response:

“l cannot believe we are turning our backs on children born into homes with lead in
their water. It’s wrong and we should keep fighting to give these kids the futures
they deserve. Exploiting kids as political poker chips while the water they drink
damages their brains is disgusting.

‘Forward together’ means everyone together. ‘Forward together’ means we don’t
pick winners and losers — it means we pick Wisconsinites, all of us.

Funding solutions to the lead crisis is a moral decision. It's also the fiscally
responsible decision. Investment now saves money later in health care, education,
housing, and more. It even boosts the tax base because safer homes means higher
home values. Lead abatement is the right thing to do.”
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