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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congresswoman Gwen Moore (D-WI-04) introduced with
Congressman Davidson (R-OH-08), the Educational Opportunities and Success Act,
H.R. 3800, to protect federal funds that help young people from low-income families
prepare for college. Authored by Representatives Warren Davidson (R-OH-08), Mike
Simpson (R-ID-02), Alma Adams (D-NC-12), Glenn Thompson (R-PA-15), Adriano
Espaillat (D-NY-13), this bill prevents the Department of Education from rejecting
applications for the federally funded Upward Bound program for clerical errors.

Grants from the Upward Bound program were rejected by the Education
Department several years ago because of mistakes that consisted mostly of
incorrect margins, the wrong font or lack of double-spacing. The rejections triggered
an outcry after they jeopardized programs that help thousands of high school
students each year.

“As Co-Chair of the TRIO Caucus, I am proud to introduce this bi-partisan legislation
along with my esteemed colleagues,” said Representative Moore. “TRIO changed
my life. I came to college as a 19-year-old single mother and TRIO gave me the
resources I needed to be successful. Without TRIO, I wouldn’t be a Member of
Congress. Being a Member of Congress means that I can now pay it forward and
support the program that for so long supported me. This legislation will ensure TRIO
programs reach more underprivileged students by making the application process
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more transparent and reducing administrative barriers. TRIO serves some of
America’s most disadvantaged students, like low-income and first-generation
students. Investing in TRIO levels the playing field for students whose ethnicity,
income, and background stacks obstacles against them. I will continue to be a
forceful advocate for TRIO. I know how important it is to support this program and I
am thrilled to support this legislation.”

“The Educational Opportunities and Success Act is a solution to a problem that
should never have happened in the first place,” said Representative Davidson.
“Rejecting Upward Bound applications for formatting errors is unreasonable. Our bill
eliminates bureaucracy and makes common-sense improvements to ensure low-
income students have access to the resources they need to succeed.”

“For more than 50 years, Federal TRIO programs have helped millions of low-income
students attend college,” said Representative Thompson. “Children from
disadvantaged families often struggle to access important mentoring, tutoring, and
other hands-on services designed to encourage high school completion and the
pursuit of post-secondary education. As a senior member on the House Education
and Labor Committee, I am dedicated to ensuring all Americans have access to
higher education opportunities. I am proud to support this common sense legislation
as it reauthorizes TRIO for an additional five years and eases administrative
burdens during the application process.”

Among its provisions, the Educational Opportunities and Success Act establishes a
secondary review panel to reconsider rejected applications and an appeal process
for applicants.

Additionally, the Educational Opportunities and Success Act would:
Reauthorizes funds for the TRIO Programs through 2025.
Removes administrative burdens to ease and update the application process.
Eases administrative burdens in determining student eligibility.
Updates TRIO eligibility criteria to reflect the student’s most recently completed
FASFA.
Requires a virtual training program to reach more applicants in rural areas.
Read more about the Educational Opportunities and Success Act here.


