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MADISON - Thanksgiving meal food prices in Wisconsin continue to remain stable
this year according to Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s annual Marketbasket survey that
rang in at $61.57.

The Marketbasket survey is an informal look at the price of popular food items used
to prepare a Thanksgiving meal in quantities sufficient to serve 10 people. This
survey allows for Wisconsin food prices to be compared with food prices from across
the country. The American Farm Bureau Federation’s survey of the same items
came in slightly higher than the state survey with a grand total of $62.32.

“Thanksgiving is a time for many Wisconsin families to gather around the dinner
table and enjoy a home-cooked meal that consists of many local food products,”
said Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Director of Communications Sarah Hetke.

ABOUT THE SURVEY

Wisconsin’s Thanksgiving Marketbasket survey is an informal, annual review of food
price trends in relation to changing farm prices, weather and wholesale and retail
food marketing. Wisconsin Farm Bureau members collected price samples of 15
Thanksgiving food items in 29 communities in November.

Farm Bureau volunteer shoppers are asked to look for the best possible prices,
without taking advantage of special promotional coupons or purchase deals.
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wis. 2018 J01%- National 2019

Turkey, 16 Ibs. 19.04 21.76 20.80
Milk, 1 gallon whole 2.69 2.77 3.10
Cream, half pint 1.93 1.98 2.08
Rolls, 12 2.06 2.17 2.50
Relish tray (1 Ib. carrots/celery) 0.86 0.73 0.79
Fresh cranberries, 12 oz. 2.93 2.25 2.66
Pumpkin pie mix, 30 oz. 3.42 3.48 3.32
Pie shells (2) 2.46 2.42 2.52
Cube stuffing, 14 oz. 2.79 2.71 2.68
Sweet potatoes, 3 Ibs. 3.12 3.66 3.75
Green beans, 1 Ib. 1.72 1.50 1.51
Miscellaneous ingredients 3.01 3.22 3.22
Ham, 4 Ibs. 10.32 8.68 9.16
Russet potatoes, 5 Ibs. 2.47 2.37 2.74
Frozen peas, 16 oz. 1.54 1.65 1.49
TOTAL $60.14 $61.57 $62.32

FARMERS’ SHARE IS JUST $8.98During the last three decades, retail grocery
prices have gradually increased while the share of the average dollar spent on food
that farm families receive has decreased. In the mid-1970s, farmers received about
one-third of consumer retail food expenditures in grocery stores and restaurants.
Since then that figure has decreased steadily and is now 14.6 percent, according to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Using that percentage across the board, the farmers’ share of this year’'s $61.57
grocery bill is $8.98.

“After accounting for bills and other payments that need to be made, farmers’ net
income off each retail food dollar is just eight cents,” Hetke added. “Wisconsin
shoppers can support farmers by purchasing food products that are grown and
raised in our state and across the Midwest.”

The USDA says Americans will spend approximately 10 percent of their disposable
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annual income on food, the lowest average in the world.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is the state’s largest farm organization. Made up
of 61 county Farm Bureaus, it represents farms of every size, commodity and
management style.

The Thanksgiving Marketbasket survey is an informal measure of prices at grocery
stores in Wisconsin. The prices reported reflect variations in communities and
retailers. The prices reported are not validated by any outside source. Prices for this
survey were collected in the communities of Appleton, Ashland, Belleville, Beloit,
Chilton, De Pere, Dodgeville, Eau Claire, Elkhorn, Elroy, Fond du Lac, Madison,
Manawa, Manitowoc, Marshfield, Medford, New Glarus, New Richmond, Platteville,
Plover, Prairie du Chien, Saukville, Sheboygan Falls, Shawano, Sparta, Waterford,
Watertown, West Bend and West Salem.



