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Electing a school board to serve MPS students; strengthen and fund public education; fight back
against ineffective charter programs

MILWAUKEE — Wisconsin Working Families Party is endorsing a strong slate of public school
advocates for the Milwaukee Board of School Directors to create a board that will work for all
students and bolster public schools. The political powerhouse is endorsing Bob Peterson (Member
at Large), Marva Herndon (District 1), Erika Siemsen (District 2), Sequanna Taylor (District 3), and
Megan O’Halloran (District 8). Along with current Board members, who were supported by
Working Families Party in 2017 (including WFP-recruited Dr. Tony Baez), this strong slate will be
active, experienced, and united in supporting public education, and fighting back against
privatization. Along with new Governor Tony Evers, they will increase investment in public
education. Wisconsin Working Families Party will provide people power to the campaign,
mobilizing volunteers and members to put boots on the ground to educate voters. The spring
primary (for School Board District 8 only) will be on Tuesday, February 19th. The spring election
will be held on Tuesday, April 2nd.

“With the historic election of former public educator Governor Tony Evers this November, the
Milwaukee Public School Board is poised to deliver on the promise of a quality education for every
student in our community,” said Rebecca Lynch, deputy director of Wisconsin Working Families
Party. “That’s why the Wisconsin Working Families Party is proud to be supporting this diverse
slate of MPS parents, community members, and former educators, all united in their deep
knowledge of public education and passion for creating excellent public schools and opportunities
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for all students.Together, they will be relentless in advocating for our students, putting more
resources in the classroom, and ensuring that parent voices are heard.”

Wisconsin Working Families Party recruited four of the five candidates and is providing training
and support to them and their staff. The slate includes:

Bob Peterson, candidate for the Member at Large seat, taught fifth grade for nearly thirty years in
MPS schools. He is also a former president of the Milwaukee Teachers’ Education Association.

Marva Herndon, founder of the Bryant Heights Neighborhood Association and mother of four
Milwaukee Public School graduates, is running for the District 1 seat in her community, of which
she is a 40-year resident. Marva is a decades-long dedicated education and community advocate.

Long-time Neeskara Elementary public school educator Erika Siemsen is running for the District 2
seat. Siemsen attended Neeskara Elementary School as a child and has taught hundreds of
children at the school over her 31-year career.

Milwaukee County Supervisor (2nd District and 2nd Vice Chair) Sequanna Taylor is running for the
vacant District 3 seat. A champion for public education, Sequanna is a proud MPS graduate and
parent, an MPS educational assistant at Browning, and sits on the parent engagement committee
of Morris Middle School. Sequanna is also a board director for the National Education Association
and is a former president of the Milwaukee Educational Assistants’ Association.   

Megan O’Halloran, a mother of two Milwaukee Public School students and a community leader, is
running for the District 8 seat. Megan is a community activist who has testified, petitioned, rallied,
and organized for strong public schools, creating a sanctuary school district, and ensuring better
classroom experiences for students.

Now in its third year of operations in the state, Wisconsin Working Families Party has proven to be
a potent and effective political operation. In the 2018 election cycle, the Party ran one of the
largest volunteer operations in Wisconsin engaging activists and volunteers from all walks of life
in texting, phone banking, rallying, and door knocking for Tony Evers and WI WFP board member
Mandela Barnes. Wisconsin Working Families Party was also key in the successful elections of
Milwaukee sheriff Earnell Lucas and several state legislators, including Robyn Vining (District 14),
the only Democratic challenger to flip an Assembly seat from red to blue.


