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>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

Milwaukee, Wis. – As government officials, news outlets and health officials are
keeping the public appraised of the COVID-19 situation, consumers are finding the
cost of high-demand items, such as hand sanitizers, tissues, face masks and other
products. skyrocketing.
Over the last few weeks, Better Business Bureau received reports from consumers
about the frequency of scams involving these items and fake cures. Now, state
attorneys general offices may need to initiate a state price-gouging laws, which will
automatically go into effect during a declared state of emergency in order to
prevent businesses from over-charging customers who are preparing to take
preventative measures from getting sick.

Price gouging is a term referring to when a seller spikes the prices of goods,
services or commodities to a level much higher than is considered reasonable or fair
and is considered exploitative, potentially to an unethical extent.  The best way to
avoid price gouging is to plan ahead and have the necessary supplies you need on
hand.

BBB warns businesses to avoid the temptation to raise prices during a situation
such as storm or a pandemic because it may be illegal to do so in certain states and
because it erodes marketplace trust.  Consumers will remember which businesses
took advantage of them during a storm.

Anyone who suspects price gouging during a declared state of emergency should
report it to Better Business Bureau by filing a complaint,, or to BBB Ad
Truth. Consumers have an option to report these activities to the state attorney
general’s office.  When reporting a price gouging complaint, gather as much
information as safely possible and follow these three tips:

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUWREMHNyfRHb4RqeqWfqQlM-3DyQfl_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh0-2BLGmQDxpFWfoNN-2FPPV4ZHIBnF8Zo-2Bd0YW1s9igdGcmZYNSTQEVi-2FW8ow-2BnRrzcguAHLYj-2BzWZAzh35WULvdW3NMWHXXzgTmU3Sxj5dbsdOrTzSyf899jb7Q4zakq2OrZxzseIGf7n53YtOh6bnEgY-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcu4UTTJ3yEfSKAY-2BnohCC-2FUr51WQ7sAamg-2FZZb6A4dFz-2Fs5IWJW1qm4-2BTQbXE1U2PoV766wFPFirOLkpYK0jXRBAq-2Bg3EfnikXB80oljAnTtKu-2BF1jPzFeAE8A2CcouUEV7pfB1Oq-2BtNNTtQPInFA0-3D8xVh_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh83xMBuIiXFub502afzZ7l-2FmbFav-2Fc9Yg8YU1ckCrZ89n-2BxO7EfIIkpwrTwE15Yw-2FXtuzdSZQFBRzvpjoyxqZOTM83Jd4SMsurDzknrTD0BC-2BlQlZpAQscy0alnJGJP-2FBJsIOpGWMM3fR82K1x4zyXk-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcu4UTTJ3yEfSKAY-2BnohCC9sVniGhvu5ipOzHL-2Fa5oX8mejWSzapS-2BxxGXZxhHTR1LY-2FlyJcbiwYiS3jLLo6a703yOlBsUHUJeDFsgvdXv18qCUTWC7NhomwhzUkjaaOQXn-2BQfl5wjLm2XrUTyQiIEY-3DKhO6_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh0DqLnFiVsQfwuBwgAFFbiNdRA-2BLD8WtoLXYC8g5xOIxwa-2Ba-2B4W8a8MJlrSgA0K9lMwCFbU63DRw67P0XiA5XdQ5AWZL8iweSrTNCAGsEznJAT81PYZ6l4nZxr9uiA8eh3DVIsSxFYYybwEnKivUuFI-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURvy6-2FJ5FvfXtAkRE6-2B9YCXUrjazeWpQr7m9w1ecgKY5N4jz5BZMP81pzKif7ykbgg-3D-3DqEyS_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh-2B539NvFzIG5jg4EOpWPAwvQWVNXNdkVG7TIw4oNDYlII61ORafjkDD18S0T8bAaoLmOa9LTjEv9nE9Owejn45E61ug1go1y8jKm1VCW23OOyef7euggQ55YRjBi8l9GCNSZGx90eDZ6NockxANKjZw-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURvy6-2FJ5FvfXtAkRE6-2B9YCXUrjazeWpQr7m9w1ecgKY5N4jz5BZMP81pzKif7ykbgg-3D-3DqEyS_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh-2B539NvFzIG5jg4EOpWPAwvQWVNXNdkVG7TIw4oNDYlII61ORafjkDD18S0T8bAaoLmOa9LTjEv9nE9Owejn45E61ug1go1y8jKm1VCW23OOyef7euggQ55YRjBi8l9GCNSZGx90eDZ6NockxANKjZw-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQbdyU68PkLlJDdBVB4lRJFD7dQvouMv6C1cqqvUn2GiZiWxphgzFcvfmNrd4-2BSrEHxAiyLthezrouLq4c0STwk-3DrOEu_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh8-2FOLOekIs6tOPmVl3i8pmoIf9yglu-2BRe6uXsi8DPWNuWwvJuRYlvsw7-2BNOQhBvL8iQ89woW9SfwtNHI8gxYi4q3KGHtvU2tOa2vyD9aI1lL00NUmBm-2BzwYTqABHc0s3Fd-2Bwd7lOGDfncpf7sd-2Fizdw-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUnil8g-2F4VbHNxwgcO5Yl7BaFdDt391NEYO1n9rkG1cwyaMYjIR-2BvQlC3xYLEQvmuQ-3D-3Duaa8_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh-2BKazZ5fZ8qg2kIx1xxFRqYh-2FxtcUkeOrekXoD-2Fq3UVKD3O9Xf6ILF42Aj-2F-2BlwYZ85MCF0RZt3KSp-2FcGkGOGmm-2BsPPobPlJHx7m8PXkHK-2F0DlZscZjSQP-2B6URih1pIK5tQyDoVN2ogBIdRGnyMkRZdA-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUnil8g-2F4VbHNxwgcO5Yl7BaFdDt391NEYO1n9rkG1cwyaMYjIR-2BvQlC3xYLEQvmuQ-3D-3Duaa8_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh-2BKazZ5fZ8qg2kIx1xxFRqYh-2FxtcUkeOrekXoD-2Fq3UVKD3O9Xf6ILF42Aj-2F-2BlwYZ85MCF0RZt3KSp-2FcGkGOGmm-2BsPPobPlJHx7m8PXkHK-2F0DlZscZjSQP-2B6URih1pIK5tQyDoVN2ogBIdRGnyMkRZdA-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURvy6-2FJ5FvfXtAkRE6-2B9YCXUrjazeWpQr7m9w1ecgKY5N4jz5BZMP81pzKif7ykbgg-3D-3D_W3X_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh57z0ZtN04cjbBOUw-2Fa4-2FaEKsLInrDw3JMQetg8TcMUeiawvP-2BtHBXOSyEU5RUlw-2FeBE3iQgbP47KTl3UupQHpvVcRYPU7eFnA4OcrjPxv0F1cxUaR-2FtmmBArKEVC0-2F5say9I78zJl-2BienN-2BGism03w-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURvy6-2FJ5FvfXtAkRE6-2B9YCXUrjazeWpQr7m9w1ecgKY5N4jz5BZMP81pzKif7ykbgg-3D-3D_W3X_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8JDpJjzvdwTkvdCZzxpUU2PI5vUaQza3EmChTaycFPDvbZElBzXIKec5-2FcjddnHSTDxtRMxLN7JpXLXf9UMU-2BrHHv5UI0kAi-2Fd4Z0eB1yqh57z0ZtN04cjbBOUw-2Fa4-2FaEKsLInrDw3JMQetg8TcMUeiawvP-2BtHBXOSyEU5RUlw-2FeBE3iQgbP47KTl3UupQHpvVcRYPU7eFnA4OcrjPxv0F1cxUaR-2FtmmBArKEVC0-2F5say9I78zJl-2BienN-2BGism03w-3D


Be as specific about the transaction as possible, including the name and
address of the business, names of any employees involved, and information
detailing the spike in pricing.
Gather together documentation supporting the price gouging (receipts,
photos of products and their advertised pricing, invoices, etc.)
Compare pricing of similar products with other sellers in the area as well as
online.  It’s important to note similarities and differences between brands,
size/quantity, manufacturers, model numbers, and prices.

Here are some additional resources from your BBB:

More information on coronavirus

Report scams to BBB Scam Tracker

Charitable Giving After a Tragedy
#BBBDelivers: For more information, see BBB.org/Coronavirus.

 
For more information or further inquiries, contact the Wisconsin BBB
at www.bbb.org/wisconsin, 414-847-6000 or 1-800-273-1002. Consumers also can
find more information about how to protect themselves from scams by following the
Wisconsin BBB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
  
ABOUT BBB: For more than 100 years, the Better Business Bureau has been
helping people find businesses, brands and charities they can trust. In 2018, people
turned to BBB more than 173 million times for BBB Business Profiles on more than
5.4 million businesses and Charity Reports on 11,000 charities, all available for free
at bbb.org. There are local, independent BBBs across the United States, Canada and
Mexico, including BBB Serving Wisconsin which was founded in 1939 and serves the
state of Wisconsin.
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