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MADISON – The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection (DATCP) caught 83,720 gypsy moths in 10,139 traps in Wisconsin this
summer as part of the federal Slow the Spread of the Gypsy Moth Program. The
following graph shows the number of moths trapped for the past four years:

“Weather conditions were relatively mild across Wisconsin compared to the
previous two years,” said Michael Falk, DATCP’s gypsy moth trapping coordinator.
“Winter temperatures were not low enough to kill gypsy moth eggs, and spring
conditions did not support the fungal and viral diseases known to kill gypsy moth
caterpillars. As a result, gypsy moth populations rebounded after two consecutive
years of population decrease.”
Gypsy moth trapping is a tracking tool that measures the quantity and location of
moth populations. Trapping data helps determine potential sites for next year’s
aerial spray treatments. For 2020, DATCP treated about 145,625 acres in 18
counties. Treatment sites for next year will be available in March.
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How to Help Lower Populations
From now until next spring, anyone can help reduce the population of caterpillars by
treating or removing gypsy moth egg masses. A gypsy moth egg mass is tan, oval,
and about the size of a quarter. It has a velvety texture and can hold 500-1,000
eggs. You can find egg masses on trees, vehicles, fences, playground equipment,
buildings, or any outdoor item. To remove an egg mass, use a putty knife, stiff
brush, or similar hand tool and place the mass in warm, soapy water. Soak for a few
days and then discard in the trash. You can also spray horticultural oil onto egg
masses. Simply crushing an egg mass will not destroy it.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTUuMzIwNTM0ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbGlja3IuY29tL3Bob3Rvcy93aWRhdGNwLzQ5MTc4NzUwNTYzL2luL3Bob3RvbGlzdC0yaVE2Nkt3LTJpU3hoQk0tMmhWS1hhZy0yaFZLWGJ0LWZxQWpjdC1ITnVjUkgtSE51Y0paIn0.l2LAUPvtFc8fk2ZO7goGrvcIjg2e-r3fZZLQI-hUlUU/s/50110957/br/91882483042-l

