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Dept. of Natural Resources: Offers
environmental compliance roadmap
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>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or

access via desktop.

MADISON, Wis. - Under Gov. Evers’ Safer at Home order the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources will prioritize responding to imminent threats or
complaints related to public health, safety and the environment over routine, on-
site audits and inspections.

The regulated community can go here for a one-stop location to request case-by-
case assistance due to likely compliance issues associated with COVID-19. All state
laws and regulations remain in effect, unless otherwise suspended by the governor.

The DNR is committed to doing what we can to help those impacted by COVID-19
while continuing to protect environmental quality, public health and safety. The
DNR is sensitive to the challenges posed to its regulated community, such as
wastewater and air permittees and landfill license holders.
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COVID-19 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PROCESS
EMERGENCIES

Contact the DNR immediately if there is
an imminent or actual danger or threat
to human health or the environment.

Call 1-800-943-0003 - select #1

npliance

If you foresee S NON-EMERGENCIES
COVID-19 If there is no threat or danger, request
posing a Pre-Approval for Compliance Assistance:

POTENTIAL
COMPLIANCE

ISSUE ‘ IF | 1f a confirmed DNR contact is not established...
at your site.or

facility, follow THEN | Submit DNR's online form:

these steps to van surveymonkey.com/r/WDNRComplAssist

request special

Db hxsistance: The DNR will evaluate requests

on a case-bhy-case basis.

The DNR will work as quickly as possible on a solution in response to the compliance assistance request.
Do not implement alternative methods until receiving DNR written approval.
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This chart outlines the environmental compliance process during the COVID-19
public health emergency.
- Photo credit: DNR

All entities should make every effort to comply with their environmental compliance
obligations. Where full compliance may not be possible due to COVID-19, the DNR
created an environmental compliance roadmap for regulated entities.

The DNR advises businesses or local governments having a spill or a compliance
problem that poses an imminent or actual threat to health or the environment to
report it immediately by calling toll free 1-800-943-0003 and selecting “1.” This
number is monitored 24 hours a day.

For non-emergency situations, the DNR is providing this online process as a means
for the regulated entities to request advance compliance assistance from the DNR.
This process should be initiated by directly emailing the main DNR contact for the
facility or by using the online web form to request case-by-case compliance
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assistance.

The DNR will monitor these systems daily during regular business hours. Where safe
compliance alternatives are approved in advance by the DNR, regulated entities will
be required to maintain records adequate to document implementation of
authorized alternative compliance options.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continues to receive the most up-
to-date information and will adjust operations as conditions change. Distance is key
during this public health emergency. Under the Safer at Home order, we must do all
that we can to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Staying home as much as possible
and limiting travel to your community is the best way to lower COVID-19 infection
rates.

This is a rapidly evolving situation. For the latest updates, visit the DNR website or
follow @WIDNR on Facebook, @wi_dnr on Instagram, or @WDNR on Twitter.

For specific information regarding the COVID-19 we encourage the public to
frequently monitor the DHS website for updates, and to follow @DHSWI

on Facebook and Twitter, or dhs.wi on Instagram. Additional information can be
found on the CDC website.
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