A AW ANY AFFAIRS
wWISPOLITICS

Gov. Evers: Statement on the
Passing of Former Wisconsin
Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley
Abrahamson

Posted on Sunday, Dec 20, 2020

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

Contact: GovPress@wisconsin.gov

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today released a statement on the passing of former
Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson.

“Kathy and | were devastated this morning to learn of Chief Justice Abrahamson’s
passing. Chief Justice Abrahamson was a first—the first woman to serve on the
Wisconsin Supreme Court and the first woman to serve as chief justice. Yet, her
legacy is defined not just by being a first, but her life’s work of ensuring she would
not be the last, paving and lighting the way for the many women and others who
would come after her.

Serving more than 40 years on the Wisconsin Supreme Court and writing more than
1,300 opinions, few others have given so much of themselves to the cause of public
service in Wisconsin. Chief Justice Abrahamson was a meticulous jurist and a
profound writer who believed in an independent judiciary. But she was also a
champion for a more fair, more equitable state and country, and to that end,
worked to hold our laws to account.

She has had a larger-than-life impact on the legal profession in Wisconsin and our
state’s and country’s jurisprudence. She was a pillar of our state and the court for
generations. We have missed her greatly on the court, and we will miss her greatly
in this life. We are thinking of Chief Justice Abrahamson’s family and friends, and we
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join the people of Wisconsin in mourning the loss of one of our state’s most
extraordinary public servants and honoring her legacy.”



