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MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today submitted a request to the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance for small Wisconsin
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate the economic impacts of
the COVID-19 outbreak. Gov. Evers request to SBA can be found here.

“Social distancing and self-isolation are critical steps in reducing and preventing the
spread of this virus in our communities, but it comes at an economic cost to our local
businesses,” said Gov. Evers. “The loan assistance from SBA will help alleviate some of the
financial burden and stress on our small businesses during this public health crisis. We will
continue to work with our federal partners, state officials, and stakeholders to ensure we
are improving public safety and health while protecting our state economy.”

Surveys of businesses over the past several days, as well as inquiries into our Joint Incident
Command, illustrate that the COVID-19 outbreak has had a significant impact on a variety
of businesses within Wisconsin, most notably hospitality, event hosting and support, and
small retail businesses dependent upon daily traffic. A survey of these affected businesses
was conducted to determine the economic impact of their losses for the disaster period as
compared to the same period in the preceding year. Based upon these surveys, five
Wisconsin businesses were named: Kobussen Buses Ltd., Country Kitchen Café, Common
Man Tap & Table, Kugels Cheese Mart, and Earth Rider Brewery.

On Thurs., March 12, 2020, the governor signed Executive Order #72 that directs DHS to
take all necessary and appropriate measures to prevent and respond to incidences of
COVID-19. It allows DHS to purchase, store, or distribute appropriate medications,
regardless of insurance or other health coverage, as needed to respond to the emergency.
It also authorizes state funds to support local health departments with costs related to
isolation and quarantine, as well as the use of the Wisconsin National Guard.

Decisions about the implementation of other community measures will be made by state
and local officials based on CDC and DHS guidance, as well as the scope of the outbreak.
People should follow simple steps to prevent illness and avoid exposure to this virus
including:

* Frequent and thorough hand washing with soap and water;

» Covering coughs and sneezes;

* Avoiding touching your face;

 Staying home when sick.

This is a rapidly evolving situation and we encourage you and the public to frequently
monitor the DHS website for updates, and to follow @DHSWI on Facebook and Twitter, or
dhs.wi on Instagram. Additional information can be found on the CDC website.
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