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Marsy’s Law: Members of
Wisconsin’s congressional delegation
urge support for crime victims’
constitutional amendment

Posted on Friday, Apr 3, 2020

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

MADISON - Members of Wisconsin’s congressional delegation today urged support
for the proposed crime victims’ constitutional amendment known as Marsy’s Law for
Wisconsin. The bipartisan victims’ rights legislation was approved in 2019 for
placement on the April 2020 ballot after passing the Wisconsin State Senate and
Assembly with overwhelming bipartisan support in two consecutive legislative
sessions. The upcoming April 7 ratification vote marks the final step in the approval
process for the proposed constitutional amendment.

“Enshrining strong, enforceable rights for victims of crime in our Wisconsin
Constitution will help survivors navigate the complicated criminal justice process
and ensure their voices are always heard,” said Congressman Bryan Steil (WI-01). “I
encourage a yes vote during this spring election on additional rights for crime
victims.”

“It’s been my experience that the criminal justice system in Wisconsin too often
benefits the accused, as well as employees of the criminal justice system, and the
victims themselves are left behind,” added Congressman Glenn Grothman (WI-06),
“l, therefore, understand the necessity of Marsy’s Law.”

“l am pleased to join law enforcement leaders, victim service organizations and,
most importantly, the brave survivors who are fighting to give additional rights to
crime victims in our Wisconsin Constitution. The proposed amendment will help
make sure crime victims are no longer pushed aside in the criminal justice process,”
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said Congressman Mike Gallagher (WI-08).

Marsy’s Law for Wisconsin has earned broad bipartisan support from across the
political spectrum. After a lengthy and rigorous vetting process in the Legislature,
the amendment passed in 2017 and 2019 with 87 percent of lawmakers voting yes.

The measure has been endorsed by the current Attorney General Josh Kaul, a
Democrat, and the former Attorney General Brad Schimel, a Republican, alongside
over 400 criminal justice system stakeholders including victim service agencies like
the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault, every statewide law enforcement
group, community advocates like the NAACP-Milwaukee and hundreds of individual
police chiefs, sheriffs and district attorneys. A full list of endorsements is available
on the Marsy’s Law for Wisconsin website
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