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Washington, DC — During tonight’s debate, Vice President Mike Pence failed to
answer a basic question about how he and President Trump would protect people
with pre-existing conditions and waved away concerns about Senate Republicans
rushing to confirm anti-ACA Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court. In
response Protect Our Care Executive Director Brad Woodhouse issued the following
statement:

 

“As President Trump’s Vice President, Mike Pence is responsible for the
administration’s war on health care. Pence has cheered on Trump’s
relentless attacks on Americans’ health care including multiple attempts
to repeal the Affordable Care Act. When those attempts were
unsuccessful, Pence supported the Trump-Republican lawsuit to
completely dismantle the ACA. That case will be heard before the Supreme
Court one week after the election, and if successful, would rip health care
from more than 20 million Americans and remove protections for more
than 135 million people with pre-existing conditions in the middle of a
pandemic. Now, Pence is leading the White House effort to rush through
the nomination of anti-ACA Judge Amy Coney Barrett. What we saw from
Mike Pence tonight was a concerted effort to hide his health care record
and an inability to answer even a basic question about how he and
President Trump would protect people with pre-existing conditions. The
truth is he has been complicit in President’s Trump endless health care
sabotage.”
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BACKGROUND:

 

Why the ACA Is the Gold Standard for Protecting People with Pre-Existing
Conditions

 

Trump’s Lawsuit to Overturn the Affordable Care Act Would Eliminate
Protections for 135 Million People with Pre-Existing Conditions — and,
Despite Claims to the Contrary, Republicans Have No Plan If the Law is
Struck Down

 

Before the election, the Senate plans to rush through President Trump’s
nomination of Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court before
voters have a chance to make their voices heard. President Trump and his
enablers in the Senate see the nomination of Judge Coney Barrett as their
opportunity to accomplish what they haven’t been able to do legislatively
— completely dismantle the Affordable Care Act and its protections for
more than 135 million people with pre-existing conditions. One week after
the election, the Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in California v.
Texas, the Trump-Republican lawsuit that if successful, would overturn
the ACA and throw our entire health care system into chaos. 

 

Trump and Senate Republicans want to tilt the balance of the court ahead
of the lawsuit in their favor, and Judge Coney Barrett is their best chance
to do it. Ending protections for people with pre-existing conditions is
extremely unpopular with voters, so Senate Republicans and Trump have
been scrambling to obscure their record and say they support these
protections, but these lies are clearly just another election year stunt to
try to distract voters from their decade-long war on health care. The
reality is, they are in court trying to overturn the ACA — the gold standard
for protecting people with pre-existing conditions.  
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KEY POINTS

Thanks to the ACA, 135 million Americans are protected from
discrimination in the individual marketplaces, so regardless of their
job status or state of residence, they will be able to access quality
coverage without being charged more for having a pre-existing
condition. If the ACA is overturned, these protections will be ripped
away overnight, and in the middle of a pandemic. 
Over seven million Americans have already tested positive for
coronavirus and would likely be deemed as having a pre-existing
condition without the ACA. If the law is overturned, the millions of
Americans who have contracted the virus would be at the mercy of
their insurance companies who could refuse to pay for needed care.
Because of Donald Trump’s failure to respond to the coronavirus
crisis, the number of Americans with coronavirus is only increasing,
with roughly a million cases being reported every month. 
Despite claims made to the contrary, the ACA includes key protections
for people with employer-based coverage, including guaranteed free
preventive care, bans on annual and lifetime caps on coverage, and
out-of-pocket limits for patients.
The coronavirus pandemic demonstrates the importance of the ACA.
An estimated 12 million people have lost employer-sponsored
coverage and experts say an overwhelming majority have been able
to get covered under the ACA — through the marketplaces or through
Medicaid expansion. Every single one of these individuals now relies
on the ACA’s protections for pre-existing conditions. We cannot return
to the days where, if people lost their job, they would lose access to
quality, affordable health care at a time they need it the most.

 

For the full report, click here.
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