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Tech Council: Formation of Tech
Caucus will help keep state
lawmakers apprised of trends, issues
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MADISON, Wis. - Four veteran state lawmakers who have served as leaders on bills
advancing Wisconsin’s tech-based economy over time will act as co-chairs of a new
“Tech Caucus” within the Wisconsin Legislature.

Sens. Dan Feyen, R-Fond du Lac, and Janis Ringhand, D-Evansville; and Reps. Mike
Kuglitsch, R-New Berlin, and Jason Fields, D-Milwaukee, will help to periodically
convene like-minded, bipartisan lawmakers to hear about emerging issues in
Wisconsin's tech sectors.

The goal of the caucus, which is not a formal committee of the Legislature, is to
work together along bipartisan lines to bring ideas and information to the attention
of state policymakers.

“The Wisconsin Technology Council is pleased to announce the creation of the
caucus, which deepens our commitment to bringing carefully vetted data, briefings,
policy ideas and science-driven information to the entire state,” said Tom Still,
president of the Tech Council.

Formed as an independent, non-profit organization in 2001, the Tech Council has
served as a policy advisor to the governor, the Legislature and related state
agencies for nearly 20 years. Its recommendations have helped lead to initiatives
such as:
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* Wisconsin’s landmark investor tax credits program, which has been emulated
nationwide;

* Creation of the Badger Fund of Funds, which is actively investing in young
companies across Wisconsin;

e Language making it clear that insurance company investments in Qualified
New Business Ventures are eligible for tax credits against gross premium tax
payments;

* Elimination of a unique, longstanding fee on angel and venture capital
investments - or “paid-in capital” - into certain foreign C Corporations that
meet Act 255 standards;

» Repeal of the shareholder wage lien law, which discouraged investment in
Wisconsin startup companies;

* Improvements in laws governing entrepreneurial activity by University of
Wisconsin faculty; most recently, this involved passage of the “Mark Cook” bill
regarding faculty conflict-of-interest reviews by the Board of Regents.

e Improvements in processes and regulations vital to expanding broadband
availability, especially in rural Wisconsin;

» Extension of the “single-sales factor” sales apportionment for corporate
income to technology and service firms in Wisconsin;

* Passage of legislation that allows the UW System to pursue classified research
projects through a mechanism that allows for faculty governance with regular
reporting to the Legislature;

» Extension of funding for the WiSys Technology Foundation, which assists UW
System campuses in transferring technology to the marketplace.

e Streamlining regulations that allow for broader deployment of 5k digital access
networks.

“Wisconsin’s economy is increasingly driven by technology in all sectors, including
agriculture, manufacturing, tourism and natural resources,” Feyen said. “It is
important for lawmakers to hear trends that can affect businesses and constituents,
wherever they live.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic has deeply affected the Wisconsin economy, and
technology will help lead the economy and our people back to health in the months
and years ahead,” Ringhand said.
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“Investing in Wisconsin has climbed steadily over time since the Legislature passed
initiatives such as the Act 255 tax credits, the Badger Fund of Funds and more,”
Kuglitsch said. “We need to build on that progress as we move ahead.”

“A rising technology tide will lift all boats, from those in our cities to those in rural
areas,” Fields said. “The Tech Council has long been an effective voice for the
entrepreneurs who have been rowing and steering those boats for years.”

The Tech Council will work with Tech Caucus leadership on educational events,
legislative briefings and more.

The Tech Council has corporate, organizational and individual members across
Wisconsin. The Tech Council itself is part of a national group, the Tech Councils of
North America, that does similar advocacy work in most of the 50 states and all
Canadian provinces.



