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U.S. Sen. Baldwin: Leads resolution
recognizing 50th Earth Day, honoring
founder and Wisconsin senator
Gaylord Nelson
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin is leading a Senate resolution
celebrating today’s 50" anniversary of Earth Day and honoring its founder, and U.S.
Senator from Wisconsin, Gaylord Nelson.

“50 years ago today, on April 22, 1970, Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson issued a
call to action and 20 million people mobilized their communities for the first Earth
Day. This grassroots movement began with one man from Clear Lake, Wisconsin,
who had a vision and a deep commitment to keep our promise to future
generations,” said Senator Baldwin. “Today, as our nation and the world face the
threat of global climate change, we must confront this challenge by once again
engaging and activating people around our shared value of passing on a world
better than we found it. As we celebrate the 50" anniversary of Earth Day, please
join me in carrying on Gaylord’s legacy by building our movement to take bold
action on climate change.”

Senator Baldwin is joined by Tia Nelson, Gaylord Nelson’s daughter, and the
National Children’s Campaign, a national leading youth advocacy organization, in
announcing this resolution. The resolution is cosponsored by Senators Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-RI) and Tina Smith (D-MN).
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Gaylord Nelson is recognized as one of the leading environmentalists of the

20" century. In 1970, Nelson established Earth Day as an event and movement led
by young people. Nelson received the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his public
leadership, as the Earth Day movement established by him helped launch a new era
of international environmental awareness and activism. The mission and purpose of
Earth Day remains relevant today for a new generation to face the environmental
challenges that lie ahead.

The resolution is available here.

An online version of this release is available here.
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