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MADISON – Eric Wilcots has been selected as the next dean of the College of Letters
& Science, the largest academic unit at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Wilcots has been serving as interim dean of the college since August, when he
succeeded John Karl Scholz, who became the university’s provost. Wilcots, the Mary
C. Jacoby professor of astronomy, served as deputy dean and associate dean for
research of the College of Letters & Science prior to being named interim dean.

“I am thrilled to make this important leadership appointment,” says Provost Scholz.
“Eric enthusiastically embraces the breadth of scholarship and passion for learning
that are at the core of the college, and his intimate understanding of how the
college works will be an asset as we navigate the uncharted waters in which we find
ourselves right now. He will be a terrific dean and I look forward to working with him
as he assumes this role.”

The dean serves as the chief academic and executive officer of the college, with
responsibility for its instructional, research and outreach environment, including
oversight of its $356 million budget, faculty recruitment and retention,
advancement and external relations, student academic affairs, and climate.

Wilcots received his bachelor’s degree at Princeton University in 1987 and Ph.D.
from the University of Washington in 1992. He was a Karl Jansky Postdoctoral Fellow
at the National Radio Astronomy Observatory in Socorro, New Mexico, from
1992-95. He came to UW-Madison in 1995 as a postdoctoral scholar and lecturer in
introductory astronomy. After a year in that position, he joined the faculty as an
assistant professor.
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His research focuses on understanding the symbiotic relationship between the
evolution of galaxies and their environment. He has helped spearhead UW’s
involvement in the Southern African Large Telescope project. He has been a strong
advocate for the Wisconsin Idea through his leadership of the Universe in the Park
outreach program, as co-chair of the steering committee of the Wisconsin Science
Festival and through his work on the Origins project.

Wilcots is recognized as an outstanding educator, having won two teaching awards.
He served as the associate dean for natural and mathematical sciences in L&S
before assuming the role of deputy dean and associate dean for research services.

In his leadership roles, Wilcots has championed a collaborative approach to
decision-making and consistently worked to advance the level of research and
scholarship in the college. He has been at the forefront of the college’s Inclusive
Excellence Initiative, helping to create a series of inclusive teaching workshops for
faculty and academic staff.

Wilcots, who becomes the first African-American to be dean of the College of Letters
& Science, has been a passionate advocate for enhancing the academic success of
students from underrepresented backgrounds and the quality of their experience in
L&S.
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