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MADISON, AUG. 13, 2020 –The Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Rural
Prosperity will hold its first virtual meeting on Friday, Aug. 14 from 1 to 3 p.m. to
begin finding solutions to the challenges facing rural communities in Wisconsin.

Governor Tony Evers, who created the commission in his State of the State speech
in January, will welcome commission members to the online gathering, which will be
open to the public.

The commission’s goals for this first session are to:

provide the context and purpose for the creation of the Commission;
introduce the commissioners to each other and to the public;
outline the charge for the commission, the roles and responsibilities of the
commissioners, upcoming opportunities for public discussion and input with
the commission, and the commission’s timeline for recommendations; and
share perspectives and generate ideas about the most critical issues in rural
Wisconsin, commission priorities, and how best to reach key rural
constituencies through the commission’s work.

In his State of the State message, Governor Evers asked the Commission to engage
and learn from residents throughout the state in order to develop long-term
strategies that will “best support the needs of rural Wisconsinites and rural
communities.”

As part of his State of the State speech, the governor also directed the Wisconsin
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Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) to establish the Office of Rural
Prosperity to create a “one-stop shop” for residents to access state programs and
resources tailored to rural communities, businesses and workers.

Kelliann Blazek, WEDC’s first director of rural prosperity, will serve as staff to the
commission and help coordinate its activities. The commission will also be assisted
in its deliberations by the Aspen Institute’s Community Strategies Group.

Commission members want to hear what Wisconsin residents believe their
communities need most for success, and are offering a variety of ways for citizens
to provide that information, including virtual public forums, online comments
through the WEDC Office of Rural Prosperity website, and direct contact between
commission members and rural residents or rural community organizations.

The commission’s three virtual public forums will be held on Aug. 31 from 12 to 2
p.m.; on Sept. 8 from 7 to 9 p.m.; and on Sept. 16 from 3 to 5 p.m. Details of how
citizens can address the forums are coming soon.

Residents can also submit comments to the commission online between Aug. 31
and Sept. 30 through the WEDC website (with exact details forthcoming). Finally,
individual or groups of commission members are available for virtual meetings with
rural organizations, businesses and other stakeholders.

The commission aims to collect public input early this fall and then present
Governor Evers with a report by Oct. 31 that will help shape the governor’s state
budget proposal next year.

Citizens can view or listen to the commission’s first meeting with Microsoft Teams
or by phone:

Join Microsoft Teams.

 

Madison-area local phone: 608.210.6800

Toll-free phone: 888.315.9920

Conference ID: 269 827 88# (English)

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUWnraTzvFbe-2FbSNM-2BPVRhGue4BZQFOnKmLaZusrVUX6IClQaokRDd5tDvg3cIDKQ0fThI2pyJdPdTBXRG8P2xZD6sIbuEb5UEpu3P-2FB0aHaVR0hZlr9Hjz3mpqRFJt8PXLCXZMvBm5Q8yVmj4zxlGnq59xIovDuo8RvqS00rEVqkEaTLKsg-2BpApXqvgbeb9JF-2FK7l-2BUE1plZ9OAS0jTkXsZyRZA-2FgxVX81q5HaeiMSYAZXpxlE-2BnEBnvae8lNN8LZMfgFGdnFe0IIKYrqqbcU0jcNKAF53JcHF-2FjEeznPoZnw3A-2Ba9-2FrDMs5jW9cAZhD53f4dTpv00xdmo39C8T3F-2FO5X-2Fp55SWVelOiFu7-2BbKo6jOFqCpj7LdgC2sJXfJkMB1DyloVb-2BoNXPhcSuihLLuajWtBfGXVWHDmxaP3mexAqCojx-2FrXXk3Ryta7QHmd5yxi0I5MBRiKiIRACwyejZwfogCKpLElyyKt16v5SCq02I-2FjFNOATqHCDSBHPUtlbEiGJ4HrbNzfkq1ozxXQd7kSXw2i8wirzKjkIEByR-2FaL8MeIeOOCGexS2TXyoT8S7SwNQ0kjMX01xZEkluKC4Z3nMHapLAL4UsyxhafiXhtD9Jk3t_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6c0m0WVTGIB9u0FFgrxcg-2B4AeiP9NM4JvTHHnjylxzAoeR8WjKLNvR-2FWcq0vOKsTcfeVcn8lbBxyHl9XJtu6uEqvjaABQsl97hChvxGc-2BLYSjljxTVEyL9jpI15lVWbgW5VouaApONB5x40hjLLboO43wdVOEZqPT1bo7xWCTZUsMYGCR8MAyMEVY0yL2yWNa3x7nsZH5Wwt8pv9TWTFRvq8Rmd2GmTlCdy13L8odKuGnDWElgJbvPnm-2FnY44ukxprDKwY-2FFdyCNNmuVpRVotVcawbjhJ3Z71IfZsddpPtpBIEK-2BixlwhYpM9e1X-2FLV-2F2O-2Fhz-2BpM5mnukJq3RGrADHE-3D


Spanish Conference ID: 919 859 924#

Hmong Conference ID: 358 332 138#

More information about the commission, its members and its activities is available
on  WEDC’s website at: wedc.org/rural-prosperity.
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