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MADISON – Wisconsin Conservation Voters, in collaboration with the Sierra Club,
and RENEW Wisconsin, released the Wisconsin Clean Energy Toolkit: Developing a
Clean Energy Plan for Your Community today to empower local communities to
address climate change.

Towns, villages, cities, and counties in Wisconsin are building the renewable energy
economy and leading the way in confronting climate change. The Wisconsin Clean
Energy Toolkit recognizes the leadership in Wisconsin communities and the
opportunities to expand these efforts across the state.

As part of its statewide launch, Wisconsin Conservation Voters and local clean
energy leaders, including Wisconsin State Treasurer Sarah Godlewski, Wisconsin
Conservation Voters Government Affairs Director Jennifer Giegerich, RENEW
Wisconsin Program Director Heather Allen, PSC of Wisconsin’s Local Energy
Programs Manager and Energy Assurance Coordinator Megan Levy, and Keith
Reopelle, Director, Office of Energy and Climate Change for Dane County,
addressed members of the media and the public across the state to announce the
release.

“The Wisconsin Clean Energy Toolkit will help communities develop clean energy
plans, which are good for the environment and also can be good for a community’s
bottom line,” said State Treasurer Sarah Godlewski. “I’ve seen this firsthand as the
Chair of a $1.2 billion trust fund, how we’ve helped local governments finance
projects such as solar panels that saved taxpayers’ money. I hope communities
across the state see us as a partner in their projects to address climate change and
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lower energy costs.”

As concern over climate change and its impacts deepens, local communities across
Wisconsin are eager to develop and implement clean energy plans. Often, they
struggle with how to begin from a technical perspective and how to engage their
communities.

“Smaller communities often lack the staff to conduct clean energy assessments and
make recommendations,” said Jennifer Giegerich, Government Affairs Director for
Wisconsin Conservation Voters. “This toolkit is a comprehensive resource for those
considering a commitment to clean energy.”

The Wisconsin Clean Energy Toolkit is a comprehensive guide to energy policy
options in Wisconsin. The toolkit is a resource designed to help guide communities
of varying sizes and with differing resources as they consider, craft, and implement
clean energy policies, and how to ensure the greatest return on potential clean
energy investments.

“Local governments, have heard from their residents and they want to shift to
clean, renewable energy,” said Heather Allen, Program Director for RENEW
Wisconsin. “But they need resources and technical support to make the transition.
This toolkit offers practical strategies to help communities access affordable clean
energy.”

Megan Levy, Local Energy Programs Manager and Energy Assurance Coordinator,
Office of Energy Innovation, Public Service Commission of Wisconsin said: “The
Public Service Commission’s Office of Energy Innovation is committed to delivering
programs that have a measurable impact on our state. This is why we’ve supported
the Energy Independent Communities and will continue to support (with grants and
technical assistance like this guide) communities and Tribal Nations on the road to
our clean energy future.”

The Wisconsin Clean Energy Toolkit provides information to help local communities
including:

How to understand current state policies and regulations that impact energy
use in Wisconsin
Guidance on how to commit to clean energy
How to build support in the community for clean energy policies
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How to establish a baseline of current energy use in the community, and how
to set benchmarks to track progress toward long-range goals
Defines equitable carbon reduction strategies that protect vulnerable
communities when making the transition to clean energy, and how to ensure
all impacted constituencies have a voice at the decision-making table
Provides an overview of various financing options available to local
governments to pursue clean energy

“As Wisconsinites demand action on climate change, local communities are
answering those calls,” said Elizabeth Ward, Director for Sierra Club Wisconsin.
“We’re glad to provide a resource for those communities as they demonstrate the
leadership we’re missing at the federal level.”


