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Wisconsin Historical Society, First
Lady Evers: Launch suffrage
centennial video series
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Madison, WI. - To celebrate the centennial anniversary of the 19th Amendment
being added to the Constitution on August 26th, the Wisconsin Historical Society,
along with First Lady Kathy Evers, are posting a video series on social media that
takes the viewer through the history of the suffrage movement celebrating the
stories of Wisconsin women and their fight for voting rights. A new video will be
posted each week leading up to August 26.

“The centennial anniversary of the passage of the 19" Amendment is a cause for
both celebration and reflection. We celebrate 100 years of allowing women the
right to vote, while acknowledging that barriers to voting still exist. As we honor the
suffragist movement and plan a celebration to commemorate the centennial, it is
important to understand our history and acknowledge that not all women benefitted
equally,” said First Lady Kathy Evers.

The struggle for women'’s suffrage in Wisconsin lasted for over 70 years.
Throughout those decades, Wisconsin legislatures introduced dozens of bills that
would have granted state and local voting rights to women but the bills needed to
pass two consecutive sessions of the legislatures before being submitted to the
people of Wisconsin as a referendum. Wisconsin voted on a referendum in 1912, but
the measure failed.

After decades of activism, in 1919, the United States Congress finally passed a
proposal to amend the Constitution and grant women the right to vote in all
elections. As with all amendments it needed to be ratified by thirty-six states in
order to be approved. From that day on, suffrage supporters in each state had to
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petition their state legislatures to approve the amendment.

It wasn’t until August 26th, 1920 that the Amendment was added to the
Constitution and took effect across the country. It is also important to acknowledge
that the women’s suffrage movement did not guarantee voting rights for everyone.
Most women of color continued to be denied the right to vote until later legislation
expanded voting rights.

“When Wisconsin ratified the 19" Amendment, it was the first state to fully certify
their approval in Washington D.C. for the rights of citizens of the United States to
vote and not be denied by the nation or the states on account of gender,” said
Christian Overland, the Ruth and Hartley Barker director & CEO of the Wisconsin
Historical Society. “As the state’s premier storyteller of history, we are supporting
this centennial celebration, to serve as a call to action for all citizens of Wisconsin to
think about the importance of voting rights and how we use our vote today.”

The Wisconsin Historical Society and First Lady Evers are encouraging everyone
around the state to wear white and ring bells at noon on August 26 as a way to
celebrate. People are asked to share how they are celebrating on social media and
to use the hashtags #WomensVotel00, #WIVotesforWomen and
#BigHistorylsHappening.

The Wisconsin Historical Society is also sharing information from their collections on
this historic time in history at wisconsinhistory.org/votesforwomen.

To view the entire video series visit the Wisconsin Historical Society
Facebook or YouTube page or visit https://womenvotewi.wi.gov.



https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQaLs876akiTaMMhNLxVVsGJjKl0hKF-2BKhSCEU9VWpWsTSZh9WaJSYEIIYYrKUFczw-3D-3Dr7CS_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8bQP321PSSljcon-2Fpz54Es9hUQnSPrLE37bq16hByKxBS0CGsZMtnwCHFlwfAjBBJsYmCT6Kw2cCHZPLfBaj8rp6V-2FE9m5RkdFtOXd-2BacFD1n4cUjgQq7zCMSTTlC177dxVyRxw3anh5s9vnGxSsR3pp9NGYPVwb-2Bhz6USyc381xlnbAQR2DJ7RFHfcf6tz81xVUTEI280MRRQ31J9znBAaaOW2F-2FvZ9kbtLjYkMOZZ-2B0JGQhgbHr0Tmct6U-2F6ssI-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb8Hzhz9hTfMErRs-2Fni8h9gpFU5kis844uEl2y4wZG4NnvXLno7PvrqI4yx3lTncjw-3D-3DSpBW_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8bQP321PSSljcon-2Fpz54Es9hUQnSPrLE37bq16hByKxBS0CGsZMtnwCHFlwfAjBBJsYmCT6Kw2cCHZPLfBaj8rp6V-2FE9m5RkdFtOXd-2BacFD8RPf5hXlzrENHF4qAfTDnsWmzXhzLmCgIsIN5QNN94sDP7xFLmVoMudwBSOaVJFRZ-2FEVqbCQUZ-2BvoP3oRHglSTU29AvjOfQmS2JLhLC0NTi-2F8qAY9yXLk9X3-2B8wuzMUpfxHqo8YLUQ4kNWvpF7BpGQ-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb8Hzhz9hTfMErRs-2Fni8h9gpFU5kis844uEl2y4wZG4NnvXLno7PvrqI4yx3lTncjw-3D-3DSpBW_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8bQP321PSSljcon-2Fpz54Es9hUQnSPrLE37bq16hByKxBS0CGsZMtnwCHFlwfAjBBJsYmCT6Kw2cCHZPLfBaj8rp6V-2FE9m5RkdFtOXd-2BacFD8RPf5hXlzrENHF4qAfTDnsWmzXhzLmCgIsIN5QNN94sDP7xFLmVoMudwBSOaVJFRZ-2FEVqbCQUZ-2BvoP3oRHglSTU29AvjOfQmS2JLhLC0NTi-2F8qAY9yXLk9X3-2B8wuzMUpfxHqo8YLUQ4kNWvpF7BpGQ-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUWgRE384tHgp8wdcDkAUwQ9k4DtuRTK4OtBA59LcSncFvQPbn95QbMva7g7fm1ffLU5VB2YJhw2BxvWEXFDy5Dc-3DhLAZ_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8bQP321PSSljcon-2Fpz54Es9hUQnSPrLE37bq16hByKxBS0CGsZMtnwCHFlwfAjBBJsYmCT6Kw2cCHZPLfBaj8rp6V-2FE9m5RkdFtOXd-2BacFDyKWcIR7uQgbfoVnFNAi-2FXVRO6H7mE4Pn5F8SjYW7K4vbYTNBBoNKFB9zteFW2WaV24dY2BX5DeRRhXpkxGTibeC-2B9d-2BI22VFxvMIBZsNXP1HaAPvTpScIcvvqPMSG6N8oMQpYkfB4x37WAOHDNnIrQ-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQrZl9xp7JHUPD8GOyraMJRjtRe3kr9jr1olor7mPQHp6O9-2Bd9CKt2GizguRU6J-2B-2Fg-3D-3DbQ7u_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt8bQP321PSSljcon-2Fpz54Es9hUQnSPrLE37bq16hByKxBS0CGsZMtnwCHFlwfAjBBJsYmCT6Kw2cCHZPLfBaj8rp6V-2FE9m5RkdFtOXd-2BacFD7beNdZt68C2uzWiyIiBF0JBKF3lhoG1d3D38IwrYscmPG7gXLigkP-2FXtKispzqBXRGPX-2F1UirwOGk2A7g0Dn4qNcJo9V-2FPp-2FjkvqipNzHrkj4urjiB7PAoyS3V961-2BraWIkOCxELaLx1wqdfvzj6m4-3D

