A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

American Bridge 21st Century Press:
Ron Johnson’s tax cuts-for-donors
scandal

Posted on Tuesday, Aug 17, 2021

>> WisPolitics is now on the State Affairs network. Get custom keyword
notifications, bill tracking and all WisPolitics content. Get the app or
access via desktop.

Rough media coverage has continued for U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson, following
ProPublica’s bombshell report last week highlighting Johnson’s push for 2017
tax law changes that provided “hundreds of millions of dollars in
deductions to megadonors who funded his campaigns.”

And Johnson’s problems aren’t going away anytime soon, with questions still
unanswered about his shadow lobbying for big donors. During a Friday radio
interview, Johnson falsely denied hearing from campaign donors as he
promoted tax law changes that benefited their businesses. Johnson’s denial
comes despite a ProPublica-obtained paper trail showing that Johnson personally
forwarded a prominent donor’s email about tax law changes “to top Republicans in
the House and Senate,” while lobbying for bill modifications that would — and
ultimately did — benefit said donor.

Read and watch the coverage from the past week:

AP: Report: Johnson pushed for tax break benefitting megadonors

WQOW-TV: “Senator Ron Johnson pushed for a tax break in 2017 resulting in
hundreds of millions of dollars in deductions to mega-donors who funded his
campaigns...”

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Ron Johnson defends pass-through tax provision as
Democrats accuse him of doing the bidding of his top donors

USA Today Network-Wisconsin Editorial Board: Nobody’s senator but theirs: Ron



https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbwQfwl1zfPEVE11bqlKMLPKMt-2Fp30iVzEvy5WEFdmtF-2BjVVsZUpuaEgXQVJmrVj2CpJZZ9J8KSybMpTk3sV5tS-2FEXio9Wj9fTNqgNoVWutg-2BM-2FpHbg6tVbnC7RDBp6pagxJQ22SbOQXjw6Rt-2FeTsx25jJR9PJq8VI7-2F8pNQ9ZlgpwZu_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCuX8i-2BChqOPxAqTlpx2bLPonMZh2YBY6eM6aWKViqF3rIhPBoqGO-2B-2FT9-2F6O2dliLKat9GnFx2HMt0JL4fftvNvgB-2Byl-2BOLedgqLXNBz9OGXBkQzuiGxyqkcE1c-2F13-2Bnsibs8c4CDKTKh5RexcPuucZk-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSVbSdX6TMR3UDtILWm3r-2FozgD7NXWLYMDwNaFusRVGKM5Y9RhRAOihJ7k-2BnP5oZu0c99yufFyM9xtOgwjucLCBJ3l1E-2FRCzMvYhSQ-2F2XMHyijPR_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCst47VulIFkXeVW68cbgIqaV4-2BZ9ewuRhT-2Bq-2BOsehi30GfJnm7Z-2Fr9J8cxfVpjNvjCXEXED4qN49eNHtnLQwwx6Pl0N5U4mEvEGZ8LCKW9fLB-2F4JrpGCcSGKLsSjD6pt38vbJGYqlcLjOfmb-2BLYlEwM-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSVbSdX6TMR3UDtILWm3r-2FozgD7NXWLYMDwNaFusRVGKM5Y9RhRAOihJ7k-2BnP5oZu0c99yufFyM9xtOgwjucLCBJ3l1E-2FRCzMvYhSQ-2F2XMHyijPR_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCst47VulIFkXeVW68cbgIqaV4-2BZ9ewuRhT-2Bq-2BOsehi30GfJnm7Z-2Fr9J8cxfVpjNvjCXEXED4qN49eNHtnLQwwx6Pl0N5U4mEvEGZ8LCKW9fLB-2F4JrpGCcSGKLsSjD6pt38vbJGYqlcLjOfmb-2BLYlEwM-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQ6ivbl7-2FBzWAJBeApyf-2BFMxnbkocw4VJpEqZiLAY19-2BYmtgrgCMZ9wzwdSO9ao9qCXgcVZnOEp6z85vzzGDFvE-3DpyUh_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCj-2BEEzlePs6k9HijF08UuMVDQWeXf4YnCUwhJyFZPBUjcrJ42zORWTxrmWyfHOUHbhNiwD0BXQdhtpm-2BEObeEYvsJD8KGZYXEGikeCg-2BcD2WmLt6Zz91Qs535hfiX7gmwNajfvbE1NEbMBqwXRrAEj0-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbwQfwl1zfPEVE11bqlKMLPKMt-2Fp30iVzEvy5WEFdmtF-2BjVVsZUpuaEgXQVJmrVj2CpJZZ9J8KSybMpTk3sV5tS-2FEXio9Wj9fTNqgNoVWutg-2BM-2FpHbg6tVbnC7RDBp6pagxJQ22SbOQXjw6Rt-2FeTsx25jJR9PJq8VI7-2F8pNQ9ZlgRMjB_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCnntnIM4fnNu8-2FTVwYJcsJyfEVQgdLTEJ3Q6VeRf-2FVNEFqUSX-2Bz5NqAKYnONOHErFpqMgoU9U1jqEFlrozpS44EFF3sGWJ6J4uGCzTucdViH6E8dPwohIF4017FDX4k3-2FVTnDgvncKfVbS4PgNablE4-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSVbSdX6TMR3UDtILWm3r-2FozgD7NXWLYMDwNaFusRVGKM5Y9RhRAOihJ7k-2BnP5oZu0c99yufFyM9xtOgwjucLCBJ3l1E-2FRCzMvYhSQ-2F2XMHyWrY0_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCtspncaASi2FKXf53CRhm3XQ9EbR-2Fn-2BOevPLaGyVsRf-2B8EpbuIzFHKU4-2B2Hhx6YEMQkVvctQGoIVlCpzFkSn0-2FGZX4QJ2YqezMpqa9ESXoEHekhp5wOW4t7jWoIfBVCC4YW6iFh4MKfmJbI7zjhxnIo-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQ6ivbl7-2FBzWAJBeApyf-2BFMxnbkocw4VJpEqZiLAY19-2BodBWnsIOfGjFe4IpURyFxjYDVHg-2BVHl5yr-2BfxvXzhp8-3DKLtH_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCsU-2FAJAo3m0S2QRbJxWJr8gMklH4rWaiqMPRaDIPO3rnJ9Eev8WmaeAxX2TI79xLjgGmWygrZnvn7Dwux5pglOUgaxg7yzI7dTn6QtspPWVh2aYBkwWXIWJ-2FcYV5GBb7fUYtg8n-2BuRpi-2BWrjm1jeDPo-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQ6ivbl7-2FBzWAJBeApyf-2BFMxnbkocw4VJpEqZiLAY19-2BodBWnsIOfGjFe4IpURyFxjYDVHg-2BVHl5yr-2BfxvXzhp8-3DKLtH_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCsU-2FAJAo3m0S2QRbJxWJr8gMklH4rWaiqMPRaDIPO3rnJ9Eev8WmaeAxX2TI79xLjgGmWygrZnvn7Dwux5pglOUgaxg7yzI7dTn6QtspPWVh2aYBkwWXIWJ-2FcYV5GBb7fUYtg8n-2BuRpi-2BWrjm1jeDPo-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQ6ivbl7-2FBzWAJBeApyf-2BFMxnbkocw4VJpEqZiLAY19-2BodBWnsIOfGjFe4IpURyFxjYDVHg-2BVHl5yr-2BfxvXzhp8-3DKLtH_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCsU-2FAJAo3m0S2QRbJxWJr8gMklH4rWaiqMPRaDIPO3rnJ9Eev8WmaeAxX2TI79xLjgGmWygrZnvn7Dwux5pglOUgaxg7yzI7dTn6QtspPWVh2aYBkwWXIWJ-2FcYV5GBb7fUYtg8n-2BuRpi-2BWrjm1jeDPo-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdLalh83FjhPONP7DCPJZMLG-2BjPip2J333D4XSDK5-2FcPyeQy9L6wiEu9niLYneWDdyqBbqGVNsnWH85kKS15b743J6NAWX6PAbh-2F-2F1dtqrv44d8Z2ymSRPZBRs-2BEp1423JmdaWdOtRH6MW-2BZEjWRmX-2Fk62z45Ix1kX4fRBSpzsag39FxPjXKg9mCp3PbburpnA-3D-3DVhHL_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCn0lLFKk9KQKTlD9ZpMGOxvs8vaOQZnEsJ8E9zdXtUzbqDYvHg2Kbi6YOt59e4MJZ4omqC4W35X0YFT3-2BIQ5qR4Ci6ZSvg9rnqm4LOhy4LJFXb-2BBleu4P3w7rE-2FlkZU-2BtpToPW5Q-2BcqkEo4Nu9npgp0-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdLalh83FjhPONP7DCPJZMLG-2BjPip2J333D4XSDK5-2FcPyeQy9L6wiEu9niLYneWDdyqBbqGVNsnWH85kKS15b743J6NAWX6PAbh-2F-2F1dtqrv44d8Z2ymSRPZBRs-2BEp1423JmdaWdOtRH6MW-2BZEjWRmX-2Fk62z45Ix1kX4fRBSpzsag39FxPjXKg9mCp3PbburpnA-3D-3DVhHL_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCn0lLFKk9KQKTlD9ZpMGOxvs8vaOQZnEsJ8E9zdXtUzbqDYvHg2Kbi6YOt59e4MJZ4omqC4W35X0YFT3-2BIQ5qR4Ci6ZSvg9rnqm4LOhy4LJFXb-2BBleu4P3w7rE-2FlkZU-2BtpToPW5Q-2BcqkEo4Nu9npgp0-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdLalh83FjhPONP7DCPJZMK3xYwKmml-2BH5XcZ26p5deSaU4NwDlyT88woZAU-2BvYjG2lw7gwvC6r8dDqdqoxAps9Rt5aNrT8Kukdw-2FIULpSsmw-2BTxbIsgrSSwfs-2FhGadDGQAl3sVxawXY-2F7bc-2ByFFkPPv4TWqV83HQqfGZiTnyj-2FyrqtX_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4ztXlpF9BECQPa9REE2Cs0Tt-2BvZ3moQMu-2FE0E87VdiPU9VzEDoRszWUYBztdwYBr5Mk3sHrD-2FmWmxGnyMmWTzIUwycN6fll6eP7Jgw21vZMVaJ-2FxtaUBJK7Oux1-2FXqkZz5gF9jDIyutwgKlEjjqCptjhQf7E-2Ft8DBnGEOKWeLMhCsgroYIkh4H6iJSb5Dj458q-2B0OIolfH-2B68uy-2FpJK5gmpdCOpeJBfQKL82uDVcCKy-2BtxXpLvSvCUQjUCzs0I5j1bUgr6DK0PWRN-2FfFkLllfKisiEyl83mftXD9wXWdc2KQpuS-2Fq-2BLGrItHUE-2FHjR8eG4-3D

P [sTATE FYATILES
mWISPOLITICS

Johnson’s backroom dealing shows who he’s working for. It’s not you.

The Shepherd Express: Joel McNally: Ron Johnson and the Billionaire Gang

MSNBC: The Reid Out: “Ron Johnson using his job to benefit his rich friends.”

MSNBC: Velshi: “According to ProPublica’s investigation, Johnson’s last-minute
maneuver benefitted two families, both worth billions and both among the senator’s
biggest donors.”

The Daily Beast: Ron Johnson Pushed for Tax Breaks That Helped His Wealthy
Donors: Report

The Nation: Ron Johnson Does the Bidding of the Ultra-Rich

Forbes: Billionaire business owners saved millions due to obscure 2017 tax change,
ProPublica finds
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