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Milwaukee, Wis. – If you are looking to earn extra money, adding a wrapper to your
car to promote a popular drink or food brand may sound like a great gig. BBB Scam
Tracker is seeing an uptick in these cons in recent months, as the pandemic has
made finding a job even more difficult. But no matter how tough your job search
has been, don’t fall for this scam.

How the Scam Works:

You are looking for a job, and you receive a text message or find a website
promoting what seems to be a great gig. A major brand is paying people hundreds
of dollars a week to wrap their car with the company logo (recent Scam Tracker
reports mention food brands RedBull, Utz, and Breyers).

You fill out a form to apply for the gig.  Soon after, your new “boss” texts you with
instructions about how to get started. The boss will mail you a cashier’s check,
which you should deposit to cover your expenses. Then, pay a local vendor
through Venmo or Cash App, and they will install the wrapper on your car. Sounds
easy enough, right?

The catch is that the check is a fake! If you deposit it, it will appear as if the money
is in your bank account. But when the bank realizes the check is counterfeit, you
will be on the hook for the balance. In the meantime, the phony car wrapping
company will have taken your money and disappeared.

One victim reported to BBB Scam Tracker: “[The scammer] told me to put the check
into my account and pay @[Redacted] in Venmo once the check cleared. When the
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check cleared, I sent her $3,500. I waited 2 days for someone to come and wrap my
car but no one came. When I contacted them, they kept making excuses.”

How to avoid a car wrap scam:

Know your rights and responsibilities when it comes to using checks.
Banks will make the funds from a check available before the money is actually
transferred into your account. If you spend the money and the check is a fake,
the bank has the right to recover the funds from you. Finding out about a bad
check can take weeks, so it’s best to wait 30 days before spending the money
from a check if you have any concerns about it. Learn more about check
scams.
Use money transfer apps with friends: Protect yourself from scams by
only using money transfer apps for their intended purpose — sending money to
people you personally know.
Know the red flags of job scams. Watch out for on-the-spot job offers. You
may be an excellent candidate for the job but beware of offers made without
an interview. A real company will want to talk to a candidate before hiring. Be
careful if a company promises you great opportunities or a big income under
the condition that you pay for coaching, training, certifications or directories

For more information

Learn more about fake check scams and read our tips for using digital wallets, such
as Venmo and Cash App. Also, learn more about scams targeting job seekers.

If you’ve spotted a scam (whether or not you’ve lost money), report it
to BBB.org/ScamTracker. Your report can help others avoid falling victim to scams.
Find more information about scams and how to avoid them at BBB.org/AvoidScams.

Subscribe to BBB’s weekly Scam Alerts.

Venmo is a BBB Accredited Business.

For more information or further inquiries, contact the Wisconsin BBB
at www.bbb.org/wisconsin, 414-847-6000 or 1-800-273-1002. Consumers also can
find more information about how to protect themselves from scams by following the
Wisconsin BBB on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9gFXRh10Nzzeafz0-2BKm1IyiFiREyt4GnqTtbV2QB6P1zZXBD_6-2BOayirWiMnL4NNJ9ivl6bxpsweHyo3BJo8FT8kOn4xqR4fIe20LyTOqb8PBIIZK2fatjf3Lh1mOhzO5MnDbzQKVt9k4r9jj9PV77TANLt9IYIkA-2BGdN0WzIuSBaKnZ5tHJbVJ8xt6ydI5EKTh2YRf1j3UJeLSQ3XfcH7VNDqKLqHIdYG5AV5f-2BNb6wJnpViLZ3-2BkKMp-2BeXMCeIKtp7jgo-2Fsfwe8JndvehviFf1bdK53-2FqW-2B602PTxcP1dZbSvaAw3VUPPmEo9MCWjj3mrmjzoM0wP6BdLhFiS-2FSfUxoODBq-2FfVTuJlGKIEwN-2BXRMiBz8k1Snpxp9kIpS5OwSw-2B5nb-2FyfbhB77J6Ds3y8BYsYzY-3D
http://www.facebook.com/WisconsinBBB
http://www.twitter.com/WisconsinBBB
http://instagram.com/bbbwisconsin/
http://youtube.com/bbbwisconsin


ABOUT BBB: For more than 100 years, the Better Business Bureau has been
helping people find businesses, brands and charities they can trust. In 2020, people
turned to BBB more than 220 million times for BBB Business Profiles on 6.2 million
businesses and Charity Reports on 11,000 charities, all available for free at BBB.org.
There are local, independent BBBs across the United States, Canada and Mexico,
including BBB Serving Wisconsin which was founded in 1939 and serves the state of
Wisconsin.
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