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Dept. of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection: Midwestern
state agriculture leaders recommend
buying locally grown products to
support food and ag economies
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MADISON, Wis. - As states continue to revitalize and invest in their economies and
support their small businesses, there are some simple ways residents, visitors and
consumers can help - buy from and support your local farmers and food-based
businesses. From buying fresh produce or jams at your favorite farmers market to
eating at an area farm to table restaurant or picking up some tasty state made
foods at the grocery store, there are endless ways to help support the state’s
farming, food and agricultural businesses.

A video featuring comments from the following state agriculture commissioners,
directors, and secretaries across the Midwest on ways to buy local was issued
today:

* Jerry Costello Il, Director, Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDA)

* Bruce Kettler, Director, Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA)

e Ryan Quarles, Commissioner, Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA)

 Thom Petersen, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA)

e Gary McDowell, Director, Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural
Development (MDARD)

* Dorothy Pelanda, Director, Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA)

« Randy Romanski, Secretary-designee, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP)
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The group of leaders joined together to share their appreciation for essential
agricultural and food workers, who continued to work throughout the pandemic and
are a key piece to the fabric of our neighborhoods and communities.

The full video and a transcript can be found here: https://youtu.be/jrX-7CBYYkU. For
more information on each state’s agricultural department, visit their websites:

[llinois Department of Agriculture: https://www?2.illinois.gov/-
sites/agr/Pages/default.aspx

Indiana State Department of Agriculture: https://www.in.gov/isda/

Kentucky Department of Agriculture: https://www.kyagr.com/

Minnesota Department of Agriculture: https://www.mda.state.mn.us/

Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural
Development: https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/

Ohio Department of Agriculture: https://www.agri.ohio.gov/

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection: https://www.datcp.wi.gov
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