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MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has
received reports of bull elk observed in southwestern and southeastern Wisconsin in
mid-October.

Young bull elk leaving their home ranges is a natural behavior during the fall
breeding season. The department encourages the public to enjoy viewing elk from a
safe distance.

Deer hunters should take extra care to be sure of their target while hunting and can
use resources on the DNR website to distinguish elk from white-tailed deer while
afield.

“Deer hunters in this area aren’t used to looking out for elk, which makes sense.
These bulls are some of the first elk seen in southern counties in more than 100
years,” said Scott Roepke, DNR Area Wildlife Supervisor. “Still, we know these
animals can wander large distances, and local deer hunters should make sure
they’ve got a white-tail in their sights before taking a shot this season.”

Anyone who sees an elk outside of their established ranges near Clam Lake and
Black River Falls can report their sighting online using the DNR’s large mammal
observation form.

Once widespread across North America, elk were eliminated from Wisconsin in the
1880s. With the support of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Ho Chunk Nation
and several other partners, the DNR began a multi-year effort to re-establish elk in
the Black River Falls area in 2015.

The central forest herd now numbers over 100 animals. Elk who wander into other

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMjEuNDc3MDA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ruci53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvdG9waWMvaW1hZ2VzL2Vsa3ZzZGVlcnBvc3Rlci5wbmcifQ.1ddFgnsxQo6RE48ShNsvlARQvh64t51nRtNgJopVEsM/s/62239423/br/114395872831-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMjEuNDc3MDA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ruci53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvdG9waWMvaW1hZ2VzL2Vsa3ZzZGVlcnBvc3Rlci5wbmcifQ.1ddFgnsxQo6RE48ShNsvlARQvh64t51nRtNgJopVEsM/s/62239423/br/114395872831-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMjEuNDc3MDA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ruci53aS5nb3YvdG9waWMvd2lsZGxpZmVoYWJpdGF0L21hbW1hbG9ic2Zvcm0uYXNwIn0.mHhUI1SGIHIXV-3fBFN4MxXDMAnpQB33IE6aCaE8S44/s/62239423/br/114395872831-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMjEuNDc3MDA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ruci53aS5nb3YvdG9waWMvd2lsZGxpZmVoYWJpdGF0L21hbW1hbG9ic2Zvcm0uYXNwIn0.mHhUI1SGIHIXV-3fBFN4MxXDMAnpQB33IE6aCaE8S44/s/62239423/br/114395872831-l


parts of the state are typically younger bulls that set off in search of unoccupied
territory where competition for female elk is lower.

More information on elk reintroduction and management is available on the DNR
website.
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