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Protect Turtles On The Move

Build A Nest Cage, Report Crossing Hotspots, Slow Down Near
Wetlands
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Many Wisconsin turtle species, like this snapping turtle, will soon be laying eggs. /
Photo Credit: Wisconsin DNR

MADISON, Wis. – With turtle nesting season soon underway, state conservation
biologists and highway officials are joining forces to encourage Wisconsinites to
hatch a brighter future for slow-moving, slow-growing turtles by taking a few simple
steps.

Most of Wisconsin’s 11 turtle species breed in late May through June and often cross
roads to lay their eggs in nests on higher ground. Turtles getting run over by cars is
a leading cause of the decline in turtle numbers in Wisconsin. The predation of
turtle nests by raccoons, skunks and coyotes is another major problem.

Because some species – such as wood turtles and Blanding’s turtles – take 12 to 20
years to reach reproductive maturity, the death of even one female turtle a year
can take a big toll.

To protect turtle populations, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) are asking people to
protect turtles on the move. Follow these protective actions from now through the



end of June, when the nesting season ends:

Drive with caution near wetlands and rivers. Slow down, be alert and reduce
distractions.
Report roadways where turtles are crossing or are dead on the road. Fill in the
short online form on DNR’s Wisconsin Turtle Conservation Program website.
Build a nest cage to protect turtle eggs and later, hatchlings, if turtles are
nesting on your property. Find instructions and a step-by-step video for a nest
cage that allows hatchlings to exit but keeps predators like raccoons and
skunks out.

Road Crossing Reports Yield Concrete Benefits For Turtles  

Since the DNR began seeking information about turtle sightings and turtle crossings
in 2012, people have provided more than 7,500 reports, with roughly half of those
identifying turtle crossings. Such reports have substantially increased awareness
and education boosting turtle conservation in the state.

The information is entered into the Natural Heritage Inventory, a database of rare
species locations and population information. The database is consulted by DNR
staff reviewing plans for public and private roadway and other developments, and
by private consultants as well. DNR staff recommend ways to avoid impacting rare
turtle species, and local advocates have also used the information to push for turtle
conservation measures on roadways.

WisDOT routinely works with the DNR and other agencies to identify sensitive
wildlife issues near project sites and, when feasible, create solutions through
staging and scheduling. In some cases, unique infrastructure solutions are
developed to help limit the amount of wildlife on the road entirely – creating safety
benefits both for the species and the passing motorists.

For example, a highway project unfolding this summer incorporates a culvert and
fencing to help keep turtles from traffic by leading them under the new roadway. A
similar project in central Wisconsin in recent years has shown positive ecological
benefits.

In another example of how turtles are benefitting from the increased public
awareness of turtle crossings and turtle conservation, in 2020 Girl Scout Ella
Kreuziger contacted the DNR about a highway in Waukesha County where many
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turtles were crossing. She raised money to pay for stenciling a turtle crossing sign
to alert motorists. The Waukesha County highway department did the work last fall
and Ella received her Silver Award in scouting for helping turtles cross to safety.

Report turtles you encounter using the DNR’s online Turtle Conservation Program
form.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MjYuNDEwOTY5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1cnZleTEyMy5hcmNnaXMuY29tL3NoYXJlL2M0NDJjYjNmZjQ4NzQyZjI5ZGYxNzI1ODdjZWM1ZDRhIn0.RpI-_I3s1S8aKOTF2oGyt7eufOjRzr4x2KFYrdpDSBc/s/62239423/br/106971353701-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MjYuNDEwOTY5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1cnZleTEyMy5hcmNnaXMuY29tL3NoYXJlL2M0NDJjYjNmZjQ4NzQyZjI5ZGYxNzI1ODdjZWM1ZDRhIn0.RpI-_I3s1S8aKOTF2oGyt7eufOjRzr4x2KFYrdpDSBc/s/62239423/br/106971353701-l

