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MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers honored Wisconsin veterans this week in celebration
of Veterans Day, making stops at several events where he met with local veterans
and community members and recognized the many critical roles veterans

play throughout the state. Events of the week culminated with the annual Veterans
Day celebration at the Wisconsin State Capitol Rotunda and the signing of Senate
Bill 345, now 2021 Wisconsin Act 91, designating a Purple Heart Memorial Highway.

“It was an honor to join so many outstanding organizations this week—state
agencies, local businesses, and community partners—in celebrating veterans and
the significant contributions they make in communities across the entire state of
Wisconsin,” said Gov. Evers. “From mental and behavioral health services to
housing, to supporting veteran-owned businesses and workers, ensuring our
veterans and their families have the tools and resources to thrive in their civilian
lives is critical to building strong communities and a strong economy.”

Wisconsin is home to approximately 343,000 veterans, and according to

the Wisconsin Veterans Chamber of Commerce, there are more than 55,000
veteran-owned businesses in the state—employing more than 110,000 people
statewide with more than $20 billion in annual sales. Veterans play an essential role
in Wisconsin’s workforce, and to kick-off the week’s events, the

governor attended the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development’s
(DWD) Vets Ready Employer Initiative Awards in Green Bay on Tuesday. The
governor was joined by DWD Secretary-designee Amy Pechacek and Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) Secretary Mary Kolar. This event

honored four Wisconsin employers who both hire veterans and also incorporate
programs in their organizations to support veteran welfare in the workforce. In
total, nine Wisconsin employers across the state were recognized with awards for



https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53aXZldGVyYW5zY2hhbWJlci5vcmcvIn0.HfYsen3PSViPlU5VzdnTPE0O_5IioYhK9wIKkLlfs9k/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd2lzY29uc2luam9iY2VudGVyLm9yZy92ZXRlcmFucy92ZXRzcmVhZHkuaHRtIn0.CQ5iaQFROwhzLq8ezPYq1uDEeJNaVFr39P-pTMjOE4o/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l

A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

their commitment to supporting veterans in the workforce. Photos of the event are
available here and here.

Also on Tuesday, the governor presented the WDVA’s Woman Veteran of the

Year Award to this year’'s honoree, Lieutenant Colonel Darcie Greuel. Once again
joined by WDVA Secretary Kolar, the governor recognized Lt. Col. Greuel for her
spirit of public service and her incredible contributions to her community, state, and
country. Lt. Col. Gruel, a United States Army veteran, currently serves in the Army
Reserves and works at the Milwaukee VA as a registered nurse and program
director of the Military to VA (M2VA) program that serves post-9/11 veterans. Photos
of the event are available here and here.

On Wednesday, the governor attended the Wisconsin Veterans
Business Conference, hosted by the Wisconsin Veterans Chamber of Commerce in
Brookfield. Photos of the event are available here and here.

On Veterans Day, Thurs., Nov. 11, 2021, the governor participated in the state’s
annual Veterans Day celebration at the Wisconsin State Capitol Rotunda. Hosted by
the Madison Veterans Council and the WDVA, he thanked veterans across the state
and nation for their selfless service and sacrifices. Photos of the event are

available here and here. Those who were unable to attend can watch the full
program on WisconsinEye here.

The governor’s Veterans Day events concluded with a bill signing at the Necedah
Veterans Memorial Hall, where he was joined by WDVA Secretary Kolar, State Sen.
Howard Marklein (R-Spring Green), as well as many local elected officials,
community members, and members of the veteran community, including several
Purple Heart recipients. The governor signed Senate Bill 345, now 2021 Wisconsin
Act 91, designating State Highway 21 between Sparta and Oshkosh as a Purple
Heart Memorial Highway. The Purple Heart Memorial Highway is meant to honor all
recipients of the Purple Heart, which is the nation’s oldest military award and
recognizes those who are injured or killed by enemy action. Photos of the event are
available here and here.

In addition to the events, Gov. Evers also proclaimed Nov. 11, 2021, as “Veterans
Day” in Wisconsin. A copy of the governor’s Veterans Day proclamation is
available here.

Also on Veterans Day, the governor, together with Evers


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjc0L1ZldHMlMjBSZWFkeSUyMCUyODElMjkuSlBHIn0.d4ZWO7d83Y65q5CUgve2uPzS2PQ-eEAbo-VCpYQr-x8/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTIvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTk0MTEzL1ZldHMlMjBSZWFkeSUyMCUyODIlMjkuSlBHIn0.pIqglXUiQChgmLop9Kg41SHsK1pyOjP2ZJ9-gyShp5g/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjYwL1dEVkElMjBXb21hbiUyMFZldGVyYW4lMjBvZiUyMHRoZSUyMFllYXIlMjAyMDIxJTIwJTI4MSUyOS5qcGcifQ.TCQJMOI38j8qXI7RIIQo0HfcsgM51d_kiUiOqTNRfw0/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjYxL1dEVkElMjBXb21hbiUyMFZldGVyYW4lMjBvZiUyMHRoZSUyMFllYXIlMjAyMDIxJTIwJTI4MiUyOS5qcGcifQ.2QH7L-YY8dG6V9QKfzuUcnRfJ-kvsTcTjUlIhsPu7sw/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjYyL1dpc2NvbnNpbiUyMFZldGVyYW5zJTIwQnVzaW5lc3MlMjBDb25mZXJlbmNlJTIwJTI4MSUyOS5qcGcifQ.eEgja-rwDVOTUo_lI3LlMgj_VGKFeFUjuJkjLdrS0mI/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjYzL1dpc2NvbnNpbiUyMFZldGVyYW5zJTIwQnVzaW5lc3MlMjBDb25mZXJlbmNlJTIwJTI4MiUyOS5qcGcifQ.ZWdzxHtg3MBAye32D4Mknwxk3TyCaVEIe8YywzzWDCM/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjc2L1ZldGVyYW5zJTIwRGF5JTIwUm90dW5kYSUyMEV2ZW50JTIwJTI4MSUyOS5KUEcifQ.iCQJM0RCpDBCEGcj42ML0RM4CDxO0PYXe2ObZjwKD10/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNjc3L1ZldGVyYW5zJTIwRGF5JTIwUm90dW5kYSUyMEV2ZW50JTIwJTI4MiUyOS5KUEcifQ.-m_6fXvPeHpGOj46jpac3Mbr3wrY0eT4Z5ob47Zk9ec/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dpc2V5ZS5vcmcvMjAyMS8xMS8xMS92ZXRlcmFucy1kYXktY2VyZW1vbnktMi8ifQ.TPIfuxL6tXoymVfkT1jL9xaY_xBSqXD845C133C8SkY/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8yZmFjYmI5In0.1LrdOMgsZTReJK6smqi9Magde193dm5nPMNmmk0i2b4/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkzNzE5L05lY2VkYWglMjAlMjgxJTI5LmpwZWcifQ.JywCsSV75nOGHXa78DzZ_RaCMdHbTPcb8HEy0AUncQA/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTIvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTk0MTE4L05lY2VkYWglMjAlMjgyJTI5LkpQRyJ9.M2dFXWO3oVdXQy_HTygMWF5dqfdpcH3zheNhhosxnPc/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMTIuNDg3NzQ3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjEvMTEvMTAvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xOTkyMjMyL1Byb2NsYW1hdGlvbl9WZXRlcmFucyUyMERheS5wZGYifQ._aBtSnAXOYxDVK7aXjVDX9fyyMW46rzoiyuUnCulquk/s/592127623/br/120231933330-l

A AW ANY AFFAIRS
WISPOLITICS

Administration cabinet members, recognized and celebrated Veterans Day with
a video message honoring veterans and their families and reaffirming the state’s
commitment to supporting Wisconsin’s veterans and their loved ones who have
sacrificed in service to the state and country. The Evers Administration’s video
message can be found on the governor’s YouTube channel.

The Evers Administration is committed to ensuring that Wisconsin veterans have
the tools and resources to thrive in their civilian lives. To learn more about
resources and services available to veterans and their families in Wisconsin, visit
the WDVA'’s website.
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