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WISCONSIN — On Monday, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
opened the Affordable Care Act Marketplace for enrollment as Americans continue
to face the health and economic consequences of the coronavirus pandemic. This
move ensures that everyone—including those who lost employer coverage and
those who were uninsured before the crisis—can get covered beyond the standard
open enrollment period. The Trump administration refused to take this important
step despite pleas from health care experts, health insurers and lawmakers.

Open enrollment under President Biden will look significantly different from the past
four years. In 2017, Trump cut the outreach and advertising budget for enroliment
by 90 percent. Funding for advertising and outreach remained at diminished levels
for the 2021 enrollment period, even as millions lost coverage as a result of the
pandemic. The Trump administration also cut the number of days people could sign
up for coverage during open enrollment by half, from 90 days to 45 days. This was
on top of ongoing efforts to dismantle the ACA, which undoubtedly created
confusion among consumers. Unsurprisingly, millions lost coverage under Trump
even before the pandemic.

The Biden administration, on the other hand, is spending five times more on
education and outreach during this special enroliment period than Trump spent for
the standard enrollment period. The Biden administration has also pledged to
prioritize reaching groups that historically have experienced lower access to health
coverage and greater disparities in health outcomes. President Biden is also leading
the charge to pass the American Rescue Plan which includes key provisions to
expand coverage and lower health care costs for American families.
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