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MILWAUKEE – In response to the verdict of guilty on all counts in the trial of former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin for the killing of George Floyd last May,
State Rep. David Bowen (D-Milwaukee) released the following statement:

“Today, we saw a small measure of justice served for George Floyd. Derek Chauvin,
the officer who so horrifically knelt on the neck of George Floyd until he died, has
been found guilty of Second Degree Murder, Third Degree Murder, and Second
Degree Manslaughter.”

Moments ago, after roughly 10 hours of deliberation, the jury in the trial of Derek
Chauvin announced a verdict finding Chauvin guilty on all three counts in
connection to the killing of George Floyd last May. Over the course of a nearly
month-and-a-half-long trial, prosecutors laid out a compelling case highlighting the
recklessness, negligence, and disregard for human life shown by Chauvin in his
arrest of George Floyd. Chauvin now awaits sentencing and the prospect of decades
in prison.

“To be clear, if the system were truly just, George Floyd would still be alive today. If
the system were truly just, Derek Chauvin would never have felt emboldened
enough to kneel on George Floyd’s neck for nine minutes and 29 seconds. If the
system were truly just, Black communities across the country would not fear for
their lives during everyday interactions with police.

But even within this system, where actual, meaningful justice is all too elusive all
too frequently, today we saw a jury of twelve Americans make the correct decision
to hold a police officer fully accountable for an inexcusable act of brutality. An act of
brutality so clear that every law enforcement leader and advocate for justice agreed
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these actions were beneath what officers are called to do. These jurors weighed the
facts of the case as presented to them, and unanimously agreed that Derek
Chauvin’s actions amounted to murder.

Today, we celebrate this victory in the ongoing fight for justice and equity, but we
remain committed to marching, to holding our officials & law enforcement leaders
accountable, and to transforming our system so that we never have to face a
moment like this ever again. Black lives matter when the system makes them
matter.”


