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I joined my Republican colleagues yesterday to unveil a set of concrete steps to
address Wisconsin’s growing housing shortage.

According to a 2019 report titled Falling Behind: Wisconsin’s Workforce Housing
Shortage, communities across Wisconsin are facing severe housing shortages.
Areas with growing populations, like those in the Northeastern part of the state, are
being hit especially hard, with many reporting major scarcity and affordability
problems.

These issues have been further compounded by a series of other factors.
The National Association of Home Builders estimates that excessive and outdated
regulations add an average of $93,870 to the final price of a home – or increase the
total by approximately 23.8 percent. Rents are also growing faster than incomes,
and the cost of construction materials is increasing.

While I’ve authored and supported a number of measures in the past to help slow
this worsening trend, Wisconsin has created 75% fewer lots and 55% fewer new
homes than pre-recession averages. The median age for first-time home buyers in
the state has risen to 33. Wisconsin is also running a migration deficit with
individuals aged 20-24 and has a lower homeownership rate for households ages
25-34 and 35-44 than all neighboring states, except Illinois.

Included in the package of bills introduced yesterday are reforms to cut
bureaucratic red tape and other burdensome regulations, reform outdated industry
practices, and equip families with greater resources to build, restore and renovate
their homes. There was also a renewed call to create more housing tax credits
through existing legislation.

https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/wispolitics-is-better-on-the-app/
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wra.org%2fPressRelease%2fFallingBehind%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wra.org%2fPressRelease%2fFallingBehind%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wpr.org%2fnortheast-wisconsins-critical-shortage-affordable-housing-has-deep-roots&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wpr.org%2fnortheast-wisconsins-critical-shortage-affordable-housing-has-deep-roots&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nahb.org%2f-%2fmedia%2fNAHB%2fnews-and-economics%2fdocs%2fhousing-economics-plus%2fspecial-studies%2f2021%2fspecial-study-government-regulation-in-the-price-of-a-new-home-may-2021.pdf&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cbpp.org%2fblog%2frents-have-risen-more-than-incomes-in-nearly-every-state-since-2001&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fmadison.com%2fwsj%2fbusiness%2fdemand-for-lumber-building-supplies-drives-up-the-price-of-homes-in-wisconsin-across-country%2farticle_0fc8e5c3-468a-58b8-a5d3-69bf72d3176d.html&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2flegis.wisconsin.gov%2fassembly%2f05%2fsteineke%2fnews%2freleases%2fwetland-reform-passes-assembly%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.weda.org%2fweda-wire-may-27-2021%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.weda.org%2fweda-wire-may-27-2021%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2ffiles.constantcontact.com%2f77ea05ac001%2ff48a3b93-5dc0-4400-8276-64570b17888c.pdf&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2ffiles.constantcontact.com%2f77ea05ac001%2ff48a3b93-5dc0-4400-8276-64570b17888c.pdf&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wra.org%2fPressRelease%2fFallingBehind%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/Steineke/Track/165244157124080171016004047154003132084044245013/?e=239147044228029180026005195099244111022079020143098164231058255149240061133034049208039157241053&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wra.org%2fPressRelease%2fFallingBehind%2f&fid=75902&sid=135214192122079199003242150063157212184029165253019082020211212200071126144190231138006211052063171063125145074046095243250050127088017105115249

